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OFFICERS

OF THE

M.".E.".Grand Chapter of Florida

FOR

A. 1. 2457 A. D. 1927

M."E.".Cary B. Fisn Grand High Priest, Sarasote:
R..E.%R. J. McMastEr Dep. Grand High Priest, Tampo
R.".E.".Srarrorn CatoweLr --Grand King, Jacksonillé.
R.E..Joux Pasco Seribe, Monticello.
M..E.".Marcus ENDEL . Treasure?, }arkmrmiﬂc.
M..E.".WiLper P. Wesster -Grand Secretary, Jacksonville:
R.“E.".W. B, Y. WILKIE —-.-Grand Chaplain, Duncdit.
E..A1Ex B. StEUART Grand Captain of the Host, Tampe

E."W. B. Greer Grand Prin. Sojournet, Quincy-

b AR
E.".Cuester C. Swow Gr. Royal Arch Capt., Dagtona B¢

z : do-
E..R. P. BUCKMASTER Grand Master Third Vail, Orlat

: sach.
E..Cuas. M. Gruser Gr. M. Second Vail, W. Patm B¢

. 7
E.-ARCHIE AITCHISON Gr. Master First Vail, St Petersb g

E..Joan W. Carrer Grand Guard, Jacksonwville.

PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

M. .E.".Grand Chapter of Florida

Eighty-First Annual Convocation

1927

The Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of the State
of Florida assembled in its Eighty-first Annual Convoca-
tion in the Masonic Temple in the City of Jacksonville,
at 10:00 A. M., Tuesday, May 17, A. D., 1927, A. L
2457.

A constitutional number of Grand Officers and Rep-
resentatives of the Constitutent Chapters being present
the Grand Chapter was opened in ample form by the M.".
E.".Grand High Priest, with prayer by the Grand Chap-
lain.

The roll being called, there were found to be present
the following:

GRAND OFFICERS

: M.".E.".Grand High Priest.
Cary B. Fish R.".E.".D. Gr. High Priest.
R. J. McMaster -.E.".Grand King.

B B Paliner oo ".E.".Grand Scribe.
Marcus Endel .".Grand Treasurer.
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Dade City No. 8—James A. Peek, Jr., H. P

W. P. Webster ......cccomeeees .'.E.'.Grand Secretary-
Putnam No. 9—Lewis A. Smith, proxy for H. P

Dorsey H. Rutfer ... . E.".Grand Chaplain. ‘.
J. Lloyd Head ...ccommseassnms *.Gr. Capt. of the Host. Kissimmee No. 10—Colvin Parker, H. P

P o Pein. Sojourner. Jericho No. 11—John B. Phelps, H. P
Alex, B. Steuart ) Sl Royal Arch Capt. Jacksonville No. 12—]. D. K;:nnflzd : H
e - Gr. Master Third Vail. Schoonover, K. ; H E Holiowellyé i
Chester C. Snow .*.Gr. Master Second Vail. Ocala No. 13—A. L.’ Lucaq. H. 2.2 C, P' H <
R. P. Buckmaster * Gr. Master First Vail. Inverness No. 14—Geo. A-’Dq;’ncl H lP- P 55
Sl e . CsiA Gt Monroe No. 15—Glen E. McKay, H. P.; W
e 0 y, H. P.; W. A. Routh,
Plant City No. 16—A. J. Peacock, H. P.; A. E. Wilson
Marcus Endel, T. S. Wilmarth, St r’sli;?:sytli:rNR 17 S |
Marous Endel, L Manat:e L g,i 7—H. M. Saunders, H. P.
Wiker P. Webse S e o 0. M. C. Walters, H. P.
Lovis C: Mo Jo R Wl -ake Butler No. 19—Chas. H. Register, H. P.
v, S, Ware Lol e Keystone No. 20—Wm. B. Baker, H. P.
D. B. Palme T s < Thomas Brown No. 22—]. P. Hyman, proxy for Offi
R J. Kishpaugh, Ely P. Hubbell, Bere ' - )
] e L Wit Lz}ke Worth No. 24—Walter H. Long, H. P
Live Oak No. 25—B. W. Helvenston: pr.ox*y.' for-H. P
{EZE?JSDE'NDI gqh—-f{ P. Johnson, K. ) 'l
ian River No. 27—G N. Scobi
Joppa No. 28—James L. eI(:I'oz}l.icimlzwff’pnny mine
T ogeeland No, 20—W. F. Cook, H. P.
(Eadsden No. 30—P. S. Thomson, prtljxy for K
. b cids, ok St. Pgarsbur;,: No. 31—Richard L. Martin, H -P e
P.: auch, K. Dada tec
Jackson No. 32— Chas. W. Davis, proxy for H. P

PpAST GRAND IIIGH PRIESTS

REPRESENTATIVES OF CDNSTITUENT CHAPTERS

E. 5 Hartsfield, proxy for H.P.
Gainesville No. 2__W. S. Perry g P.; C H will-
oughby, proxy for S.

Tampa No. 3—E. D. Dow,
J. E. Shepley, 5
P.; W. B. Gleasom Fustis No. 33—C. R. Horne, H. P

Florida No. 1—

St. Johns No. 4—H. L. Taylor, H.
proxy for K.; C. L. Heath, proxy for s Leesburg No. 34—E. R, Canaday, H. P

Halifax No. 5—Joseph B. Davis, proxy for H. P. Sarasota No. 35—B. M. Hulse, K

Mt Horeb No. 6—L, A. wilson, H. P. _ Arcadia No. 36—E. L. Morgan, H
Eureka No. 7—J. E. Ramsdell, H. P; T. P. Robinsot Providence No. 38—Chesley Roberts, I—I;' B

K.: Bert L. Blair, proxy for S.
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Bay County No. 39—E. H. Wilkerson, S.
Crestview No. 40—James L. Clary. BH. P.
Winter Haven No. 41—Robert Sands, H. P.
Highlands No. 42—]. K. Chapman, H. P.
Union No. 43—Alfred G. Basch, H. P.
Perry No. 44—H. R. Byrd, 5.
Clearwater No. 45—L. A. Morgan, H. P.
Okeechobee No. 46—0. J. Price, proxy for H. P.
Dade No. 47—A. H. Hinman, H. P.; E. J. Dyal, proxy
for K.; H G. Hinman, proxy for S.
Poinciana No. 50—R. V. Lee, H. P.
Hill City U. D.—H. G. Crafton, H. P,
Monroe D. Cushing, U. D.—R. B Lovett, H. P.

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES

LTI T — . Kishpaugh.

NGRS semmpormmsmnayiis S Warner T. Hamm,

GRAND (_:HAPTER OF FLORIDA

British Columbia -.coocoeeseeesrmsceemes

E L. Wirt.
Wm. S. Ware.

North Carolina .cocceeeeevceee.. gomly
North Dakota .eoeeeoeeeeoeeeeeenn.

. INOVA SCOHA —oooeeeeeeemeereanaaememeasenen

BRI ccascrsumunsimninagiss
KIKIBTOMIG .- ccommapisnsnssdammmnabusssaionios
‘Oregon ...

MISSISSIPPE . «ressonansmisosusnions peeirnia D. B. Palmer.

" BT v Cary B. Fish.
New Xovke ot Tt Marcus Endel.
New South Wales ....................John D. Grether.

John L. Hall.
R. J. McMaster,
T. Picton Warlow.

....Ely P. Hubbell.

W. B. Greer.

.F. H. Thompson.

Pennsylvania ....coceeeeecceeeeecaaenas Louis C. Massey.
DASRATONEWEIT s mansansoiiianisniiiiion Wm. J. Smith.
Texas: ... ..R. P. Buckmaster.
75 o) - TR ST, John L. Hall.
Western Australia ... John Pasco.

West VIEinia .c.oseseosmesicie
Wisconsin
bR O

Geo. J. Tolson.

...Geo. A. Dame.

John Pasco.

CalifOraia  .ooooeeseeseecemmmmemmmmssassenases

CaIBT, v onrsii i NEREOE DeRocher,

B. C. Webb.

COlOTAAD  oooooooeoeeeeeeananeeaaesnsanmarananss — :
Connectictt  ooeeososiiasiscioiiaraiimnan Wm, S. Ware.
DElaWATE oooeneooeeeremeemmeermennesacnnnen W. P. Webster.
B AR E. E. Macy.
sy L R W. V. Carter.
Kansas .o oooeeeeeeeeeeeeaeaeenmaaes Alex. B. Steuart.
ICHIERBLES: . oinsasonvemsmunvecsre E. L. Shear.
EOMISHNE. oo anionamimimssisssmiis John Pasco.
MRS e b e AR R Haskell.
Manitoba ....coeecoeeeeeemeeeemeeeeeeeeee R. L. Gillett.
Margland -.oobiston v, Henry O. Snow.

Massachusetts .......................Walter J. Bennett.

PAST HIGH PRIESTS PRESENT IN NO OTHER CAPACITY

H. S. Chiles, Tampa Chapter No. 3.

Geo. H. Leavitt, Tampa Chapter No. 3.

N. H. Fender, Tampa Chapter No. 3.

W. J. Bennett, Tampa Chapter No. 3.

Joe B. Johnson, Tampa Chapter No. 3.

R. L. Gillett, Tampa Chapter No. 3.

L. Earl Curry, Jericho Chapter No. 11.
Whipple Bishop, Jacksonville Chapter No. 12.
B. C. Webb, Ocala Chapter No. 13.

C. M. Gruber, Lake Worth Chapter No. 24,
Archie Atchison, St. Petersburg Chapter No. 31.
H. L. Schaeffer, Leesburg Chapter No. 34.
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Past Grand High Priest Massey called attention to
the fact that Past Grand High Priest Wilmarth, one of
our oldest Past Grand High Priests was present and a
cordial welcome was extended to him. .

Messages of greetings and best wishes were received
from the following Companions stating that owing to
unavoidable circumstances, they would be unable to be
present at this Annual Convocation of the Grat_ld 'Chapter;
Stafford Caldwell, Grand Scribe; W. B. Y. Wlll-ue, Grand

Chaplain and T. T. Todd, Past Grand High Priest.
The M. .E. .Grand High Priest announced the ap-
pointment of the following Committee on

RETURNS AND CREDENTIALS

Bert L. Blair,
Glenn E. McKay, Colvin Parker.

Upon motion of Companion Fish, the reading of the
minutes of the last Annual Convocation was dispenseq
with, they having been printed and distributed, and they

were adopted as printed. .

Upon motion of Past Grand High Priest ‘Enc':lel, al]
Royal Arch Masons in good standing, were-mwted to
attend the sessions of the Grand Chapter as Visitors.

The Committee on Returns and Credentials made a
verbal report that the list of Grand Officers and Repre.-
sentatives present, as announced by the Grand Secretary
at roll call, was correct, and asked for further time in
which to make final report, which was granted.

_The M.".E.".Grand High Priest announced the ap-
pointment of the following Committees:

"""‘-hn_‘._}-- -

GRAND CHAPTER OF FLORIDA

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. ]. Peacock,
F. S. Hartsfield, Walter H. Long.

PROPOSITIONS AND GRIEVANCES

Cleveland Horne,
A. J. Lucas, Wm. B. Baker.

DISPENSATIONS AND BY-LAWS

Geo. H. Leavitt,
R. L. Gillett, E. E. Macy.

MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE

Marcus Endel, T. S. Wilmarth,

W. P. Webster, E. E. Haskell,

Louis C. Massey, Jos. R. Keller,

Wm. S. Ware, T. Picton Warlow,

D. B. Palmer, W. V. Carter,

H. O. Snow, ' John L. Hall,

R. J. Kishpaugh, Ely P. Hubbell,
Erle L. Wirt.

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS

H. O. Snow,

C.-C. Snow, -J. B. Davis.
MEMORIALS
D. H. Rutter,

E. P. Hubbell, H. L. Taylor.
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VISITORS

Chester DeRocher, )
E. D. Dow, Maurice Walters.

The M. .E..Grand Higl.q Priest delivered the fol-
lowing address :

GRAND HIGH PRIEST’S ADDRESS

Companions, on this the Eighty-First Annual Con-
vocation of the Grand Chapter of Florida, I extend tq
you a most cordial welcome and hope that you will receive,
while here, an inspiration which will make you and yoyur
Companions better men and Masons, remembering that
with you largely depends the kind of a report we will
hear of the progress of capitular Masonry this Comiy
year.

One year ago today when you elected me to this high
honor, T was the most grateful man in Florida.

I started out on the performance of the duties of thig
exalted office with the highest aspiration determiy
do my best to fulfill the task entrusted to me.

Today I stand before you to render an account of
my stewardship. How well I have accomplished my am
bitions I shall not attempt to state, but will admit ;
my ideals were higher than my attainments. 2

If I have not met your expectations, or
have_n ot given my best to thifs great office, it was not due
Elo \lmlful negletl:t b‘}l; \zas OWINg to matters over which |

ad no control. nder existing cj
Hiris s best g circumstances T have

Unusual demands have
Chapter during this year.

ed to

if I seemingly,

devolved upon the Grand
The heavy financial deflation

GRAND CHAPTER OF FLORIDA 11

throughout our domain necessitated the exercise of the
most judicious care in financial affairs.

The terrible cyclone which wrought destruction and
death in the southern part of our state was a call to us

to alleviate suffering to which we responded doing our
best.

We also heard the cry of a quarter of a million of our .
people who were rendered homeless, penniless and wan-
derers by the awful floods in the Mississippi Valley; to
their appeal we gave all we could.

MY FIRST OFFICIAL ACT WAS THE SIGNING OF
THIS LETTER

May =zoth, 1926,
To the Officers and Members of the Grand Chapter of Florida,
and All Chapters Subordinate Thereto:

Companions:

The Grand Chapter of Florida has created an Educational Fund
to aid and assist worthy students to obtain an education. This
fund will be loaned to students in amounts not exceeding two
hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00) in any one year, and must he
repaid in sums beginning one year after leaving school. It is
desirable that this fund should he used to complete the student’s
education in college, but may be made to apply to teachers’ or other
courses at the discretion of the committee.

‘All applications should be made to W. R. O'Neal, chairman
of the committee, Orlando, Florida. :

You will cause this information to be presented to your Chap-
ter at the next regular meeting, and the first meeting thereafter.

You are urged to keep this matter before the members as ‘it
is one of the greatest works that can be done by a fraternal or-
ganization.

Fraternally yours,

E. L. Sueag,
Grand High Priest.
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. NECROLOGY

While our official family remains unbroken, weé Pfa“;
suffered the loss of our good friend, Most _l'llustrl_iésg
Companion, Irving E. Webster, Past Gr:an,d ngj;?P“ |
who passed to the great beyond on April 20, 1927.

Our Sister Grand Jurisdictions have not been SO
tunate, as some of them have sustained losses 11 t [

official families, and from most of them have comé
qnotices of the deaths of Past Grand High Priests, a$ we
as many distinguished Companions. .
To them we extend, in their bereavement, our sin-
cerest sympathy. -
On April 23rd, accompanied by Past Grand High
Priest, W. V. Carter, 1 went to the home of our belowzred
Companion Webster and attended the iunf:ral, extending
our sincere sympathy to the bereaved family.
The following memorial was prepared by Past Grand

High Priest E. E. Haskell:

for-
heir

To All Companions Roval Arch Masons, of the Si‘ater c,jf Ho.;:tda.,
‘ and all other Grand Jurisdictions: and to all Knights en-
plar, of the State of Florida, and all other Grand Jurts

diclions:

Dear Companions, and Fraters: )
that it becomes our duty, to 2 g
¢ the Grand Chaptel
def,

It is with saddened hearts, _
nounce to you, that Past Grand High Prest, ot U I :
of Royal Arch Masons, of Florida, and Past Grand Comma
of Knights Templar, of the State of Florida,

IRVING ELROY WEB STER

is dead. "
Alas! This good Companion and revered Frater, p_aSSe —taride
Great Beyond, April 20th, 1927, at his home in Gainesville,

GRAND CHAPTER OF FLORIDA 13

Like the brave and patient soldier of the Cross, that he was,
he fought the last sad battle for life, with courage undaunted, face
to the foe, bravely, manfully, struggling vainly against disease that
in his years and physical condition, could not longer be denied.
He died about eleven o’clock, P. M., on April z2oth, 1927.

Companion and Sir Knight Irving Elroy Webster, was born
February 13th, 1852, in the town of Hartland, State of Vermont.
He came to Florida, his adopted State, in the year 1874, and ever
since then had been a resident and citizen of the city of Gaines-
ville, with the best interests of which city, he has been identified
with its struggles and present prosperity.

On September 12th, 1876, he married Miss Hattie E. Barney,
daughter of the Hon. Wm. H. Barney, of Guilford, State of Ver-
mont, who died some years since. He has two daughters, who
survive him, Mrs. C. F. Merritt, of Gainesville, and Mrs. H. H.
Gates, of Miami.

This notice would not be complete, without briefly touching
upon the many useful characteristics and qualities of this unusu-
ally busy, useful and accomplished man.

His was a well rounded figure, of physical perfection, that,
pulsing with life and vigor, attracted attention.

His was a personality, attractive, genial and magnetic, that
united with an active, acute and intelligent mind, compelled friend-
ship at once and held it henceforth. An agreeable, friendly and
lovable man.

AS A CITIZEN

In business life, his earlier activities, became engrossed in the
banking interests of his city and county:; and with an unusual
measure he was successful in this line of endeavor.

The later activities of his life, were engrossed in public service
in his city, for his fellows, and as his last active duties were per-
formed, until an insidious disease coupled with his advancing years,
compelled his retirement from active business life, and which con-
tinued for several years prior to his decease.

A5 A SOLDIER

Colonel Webster, as he was most generally called, became a
charter member of the “Gainesville Guards,” in July, 1878, and
was in continuous active service therein, until May 23rd, 1903, when
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at Colonel

g .ed as Lieutenal
He served e

he retired, ranking 2S Colonel. sh ‘Americ

of the 1st Florida, Volunteers, during the Spani

5 i 1dier, 1S
That he was appreciated as 2 soldier, 15
General Orders No. 5 vt
i 1 Foster, Brigad

1927, in which it is stated by J. Clifford Foster, g

a I 11(3 ﬂo
A G D.F. N.G, The Adjutant General, Flﬂfli?_a- :::"bme i
A. G D. F N b,y ! ( ' ” o soldier; )
only served long and conspicuously well as " ame <ot

i ivic 1 hi
active and appreciated part in tl1cdc1t;1c :;ifmiinding e
1 i irecte e C a L
#v+” and in his honor direc : ; e
Igumt)a;.- «Gr» 1z24th Infantry, to provide an d‘[‘l'[‘l'l.'ﬂ'[.\f;;i gt he
e ?md :‘15 a further mark of respect, that the 1l1agS O dis
11 armories through the State, to P

the
2154

e\'idcnccd by
dated April :
jer Generah
t

statement contained M

escort,
Gtate Arsenal and on 2 .
played at half staff on the day of the funeral.

AS A MASON

- n
ated, passed and raised to be a Master Mason, !
Cainesville Lodge No. 471, of Gainesville, Tlorida, on July 14, 1
and served it as its Worshipful Master.’ ‘ . : X

calted to be Royal Arch AMason, n Gainesville Cha?
by . April 6, 1886, and became 1S

He was initi

He was .
ter No. 2, at Gainesville, Florida,
High Priest.

He served
was clected to preside and i
ter, Royal Arch Masons, for the year 1892 . i

He was elected and erved as Grand Chaplam -0£1u.1-a..tc ¥
for the years, 183, 1804, 1902, 1903, 1907 to 1917 inclusiv .er o

He was elected to serve and did so, as Gr:.m{l Treaiur e
the Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Flo.nda. im; t}IZnDr %

1805, 1806, and 1897, all of which offices he filled with

the‘ fraternity and signal credit to himself. . o
He was dubbed and created a Knight Templar, mdD:-Sg“ .

Commandery No. 2, of Jacksonville, Florida, 'Marc.h 3T a'nd s‘érvc

affiliated with Pilgrim Commandery, of Gainesville,

as its Eminent Commander. ~ 5
He was elected and served as Grand Prelate of the Grand 1000

mandery of Knights Templar, of Florida, in 189?_, ¥ :

and 1901, a8 Junior Grand Warden, in 1902, as Senio

s Q
as Grand King of the Grand Chapter, 11 1891, and
: gé\-em the affairs of the Grand Chap-

s

Grand
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den in 1903, as Grand Captain General, in 1904, as Deputy Grand
Commander, in 1905, and as its Grand Commander, in 1906.

He was elected and served as Grand Patron of the Order of
the Eastern Star, of Florida, in 1014; and was a member of the
Scottish Rite 32nd degree, completing those degrees March 4th,
1908,

He was created a Noble of the Mystic Shrine, A, A. O. N.
M. S., on May 1sth, 189s.

The mention of the above, carries with it a very incomplete
idea of the useful activities of this good Brother, for he brightened,
with his Christian and fraternal character, the minds and souls of
his Brethren, and the more to know was to respect and love him.

Gone awhile, and has left us, to bide awhile, and then we
trust we'll meet again,

On April 23rd, 1027, in the cemetery near Gainesville, Florida,
attended by bereaved relatives, sorrowing friends and neighbors,
many, many of them, with an official representation from the
Grand Royal ‘Arch Chapter of Florida, official representation of the
Grand Commandery, of Florida, Knights Templar, representation
of the Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star, a military
funeral escort of the Florida National Guards, and with the Ma-
sonic Funeral Ceremonies, conducted by the members of Gaines-
ville Lodge No. 41, F. & A. M. of Gainesville, all that was mortal
of this good friend and Brother, Companion, Sir Knight, and sol-
dier, was laid to rest, until the resurrection morn.

Dear Companions, and Sir Knights, may we emulate his high
Christian character, and his love for his fellow man.

Let this notice be read in open Chapter, in-each Chapter in the

Grand Jurisdiction at the next possible Convocation after its re-
ceipt.

Attest:

W. P. WEBSTER,
Grand Secretary. 2 St

(Seal) Grand High Priest.

and,
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the same be read in open Asylum, upon

i ; order that : .
It is my f each Commandery in this Grand

the first possible Conclave o
Jurisdiction after receipt thereof.

Attest:
W. P. WEBSTER,
Grand Recorder. F. WiLLIAM SCHULTZ,
(Seal) Grond Commiander.

May 16th, 1927.

APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES

1 have made the following appointments:

The Grand Representative of Florida near the Grand

Chapter of Tennessee having been unable to attend their
Grand Convocations, I have upon the recommendation
of the Grand Secretary of Tennessee, appointed on Ay-
gust 16th, Companion Walter B. Bell of Bells, Tenp.
Grand Representative of Florida in that jurisdictioy_
" Owing to the resignation of Companion Conyngham
and upon recommendation of the Grand Secretary ¢
New York, I appointed William C. Wright of 209 E.
166th St., New York City, to fill vacancy on Qctoher
16th.
Notice having reached me of the death of our Grand
Representative, Campanion Kline, and upon recom-
mendation of the Grand Secretary of Pennsylvania, I
appointed Companion William F. Goodwin of Philadel-
phia, Pa., as Grand Representative near the Grand Chap-
ter of Pennsylvania, on January 21st, 1927.

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES

To M..E.".E. L. Shear, Grand High Priest: Hali-
fax No. 5, New Smyrna No. 51, St. Johns No. 4, Mon-

GRAND CHAPTER OF FLORIDA 17

roe No. 15, Orange No. 52, Indian River No. 27, Nassau
No. 49, Jefferson No. 26, Florida No. 1, Gadsden No.
30, Jackson No. 32, Chipley No. 23, Walton No. 37,
Crestview No. 40, Mt. Horeb No. 6, Bay County No. 39
and Island No. 21.

To R.".E.".Cary B. Fish, Deputy Grand High Priest:
Sarasota No. 35, Manatee River No. 18, Arcadia No. 36,
Poinciana No. 50, Highlands No. 42, St. Petersburg No.
31, Thomas Brown No. 22, Plant City No. 16, Lakeland
No. 29, Winter Haven No. 41, Kissimmee No. 10,
Eureka No. 7, Clearwater No, 45.

To R.".E.".R. J. McMaster, Grand King: Tampa No.
3, Dade City No. 8, Inverness No. 14, Leesburg No. 34,
Eustis No. 33, Ocala No. 13, Gainesville No. 2, Lake
Butler No. 19, Providence No. 38, Live Oak No. 25,
Perry No. 44 and Putnam No. 9.

To R.".E.".Stafford Caldwell, Grand Scribe: Jericho
No. 11, Keystone No. 20, Lake Worth No. 24, Dade No.
47, Joppa No. 28, Okeechobee No. 46, Jacksonville No.
12, Duval No. 48, Union No. 43 and St. Augustine

No. 17.
VISITATIONS

On June 25, 1926, in response to an invitation, I
visited Saint Johns Chapter No. 4 in their new Chapter
room where I was most hospitably received, and there
saw the work exemplified by them in a very creditable
manner. They also showed me their Charter which was
reported lost at the last Grand Convocation, it having
been found amongst the rubbish of the Temple when they
moved to their new Temple.

In response to a request for help from Perry Chapter,
on Oct. 7th, 1926, I sent John Pasco, Grand Principal

2—G. Chap
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Sojourner, who went over and gave them the r}eeded in-
structions, conferring degrees on fifteen candidates,

1 received an invitation to attend the 17th '.i\rmu-c}l
Convocation of the George Washington Masonic Nati-
onal Memorial Association, but was unable to (10.50; but
the Grand Chapter was well represented Dy Wilber P.
Webster, our efficient secretary and Past Grand High
Priest. Our Deputy Grand High Priest, Cary B. Fish,
was also present representing the Grand Lodge as Grand
Master.

On March 11th, 1 visited Island Chapter at Key
West, and was most hospitably received by Past Grand
High Priest Ketchum. 1 went over the situation there
thoroughly with him, and after spending two days de-
cided that it was better that we take up their Charter a5
their records show their last meeting was held in Jyy
1909, I, therefore, deemed it unwise at that time ¢q oy
to revive this Chapter. _

In response to a request from Winter Haven Chapte,
No. 41, 1 appointed Past Grand ngh Priest, W V.
Carter, to visit their Chapter, and give them what i,
formation was needed.

Am giving here report of Companion Carter.

“In compliance with the request of Winter Haven Chapter No.
41, viz.: ‘That you be represented at regular Convocation on Apri]
11th’ T visited the Chapter on that date as you desired. 1 am
pleased to report that the Companions of Winter Haven Chapter
are truly to be commended for their efficiency.

“Aside from a few minor points in their floor work, I might
better call it drill work, they really did not need an instructor,

“The Officers (Elective and Appointive), have committed their
work in full, no abbreviations or short cuts and no books in sight
during the ceremonies. They opened and closed in full form, had
a team ready for the Royal Arch Degree, which was exemplified
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in a manner that was truly pleasing, and I may say reverential, as
is due this sublime degree.

“Would that every Royal Arch Mason in the State might see
the Royal Arch Degree exemplified by the Winter Haven Com-
panions,”

I received from Robert Sands, High Priest of Winter
Haven Chapter, a nice letter of thanks for the services
Companion Carter had rendered them and the manner in
which he had been able to help them in their degree work.

DISPENSATIONS TQO FORM NEW CHAPTERS

On July 27th, 1926, I granted a dispensation to a
number of Royal Arch Masons to form Delray Chapter,
U. D. at Delray, Fla,.

On October 11, 1926, I granted dispensation to form

Hill City Chapter U. D. at Brooksville, but ordered the
same held by the Grand Secretary until I could look into
the matter fully as to whether a Chapter would have suf-
ficient territory to draw from at Brooksville, being close
to both Dade City Chapter and Inverness Chapter, but
after writing both of these Chapters and receiving no
reply from them, and upon the receipt of the following
from Companion H. G. Crafton stating that “while
we have a town of only 2,000 people, I wish to state for
your own information, we have over fifty eligibles,
waiting for our dispensation to be granted to give us
their application for initiation, and will no doubt have
more within the next week or two. I believe we will
have, should dispensation be granted us, the most active
Chapter of its size in the State, and assure you that your
efforts to cause same to be granted will be highly ap-
preciated.” I, therefore, ordered the Grand Secretary
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to deliver their dispensation. How well this confidence
e when 1 tell you—they

was justified you can best judg ; s
are bringing a degree team at their own expense an
will exemplify the Most Excellent Masters Degree for

ou.
; On October 28th, 1926, T signed dispensation to form
Monroe D. Cushing U. D. Chapter at Tampa, with the
following officers:
High Priest, Gustave F. McWilliams ; King, Richard
B. Lovett; Scribe, Frank O Berry.

On November 2nd, I received the following letter:

We are in receipt of the dispensation to form Monroe D, Cush-
ing Chapter, R. A. M, in our city, with your signature gs Grand
High Priest, but no word from Companion Webster a4 to time
said Chapter will be instituted ; we are writing to ascertain your
wishes in the matter, and for information regarding same,”

To which I answered on November 8th, 1926

“Answering yours of the 2nd. The receipt of dih‘Densatian s
your authority to go ahead and organize your Chapter and prg.
ceed with your regular work. You will work under this dispen-
sation, that is under the authority of the Grand High Priest, unti|
the Grand Chapter meets in Jacksonville next May the r7th.

“Then you should come before them with petition for Charter,
bringing all records, ctc.. as upon your record while under dis-
pensation will depend their granting you a Charter,

“If Charter is granted it will be brought you by the Grand
High Priest, or his representative, who will then institute your
Chapter,

“However, if you will notify me when you have your first
meeting, I will, if possible, arrange to be there.”

“P, S. Refer to the Constitution and Regulations of the
Grand Chapter as revised igrg, page 19, Chapters U. D.”
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CHAPTERS CONSTITUTED

On June 28th, in accordance with the action of the
last Grand Chapter, it was my pleasure to institute Or-
ange Chapter No. 52, Winter Garden. Accordingly, ac-
companied by Past Grand High Priest W. V. Carter
and several Companions, we went to Winter Haven
where we were most hospitably received, and instituted
this Chapter.

EXEMPLIFICATION OF WORK

Having heard good reports from, and being desirous
of showing what can be done, I have invited Monroe D.
Cushing Chapter, U. D. to exemplify the several degrees
at the Annual Convocation, and they are here prepared
to comply with my request.

RECOMMENDATIONS

On March 4th, I received a letter from Past Grand
High Priest, R. J. Kishpaugh, Secretary of Lake Worth
Chapter No. 24, West Palm Beach, Fla., stating that
owing to the failure of the bank there, they would be un-
able to pay their Grand Chapter dues. I, therefore, rec-
ommend that they be granted representation at this Con-
vocation, and such extension of time as will be necessary
until they can make arrangements to pay the Grand
Chapter dues.

That we should have an open Forum devoted to an
active discussion of Chapter welfare, this to be an an-
nual affair.

That as far as possible all Committees be taken from
active members already on the pay roll.
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That more time should be given to that most in-
structive order of High Priesthood, as all‘ who have re-
ceived it are ready to give testimony of its beauty and
importance, and ever ready to laud its purposes.

T am in receipt of a rather lengthy report from H.er—

bert B. Holt, Grand Master of New Mexico, regarding
their Tuberculosis Relief Work. As the Grand Chapter
last year had this matter up, and made an appropriation
for this work, and as they are evidently going ahead with
the work and endeavoring to raise more money to prop-
erly equip their hospitals, in which Masons from every
State are being treated, it would seem that we should
help them in this great work to the extent of our ability,
and I so recommend. p

1 recomr'nend that Paragrajph No. 7, in Regulation
No. 20 entitled “On Memorials,” be transferreq asid
added to Section No. 21, as appearing on page 21 St the
Regulations.

This Regulation will then provide that the Comumj o
on Memorials shall be appointed at the closing of t}a An-
nual Convocation and to serve until the close f the
next ensuing Annual Convocation.

GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER

The Fortieth Triennial Convocation of the General
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the United
States of America will he held in the City of Denver,
Colorado, commencing on Wednesday, September 28,
I understand plans are being made to make this the most
memorable, as well as the most enjoyable triennial ever
held. I recommend that arrangements be made for a
creditable representation on this occasion, and that a
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sufficient appropriation be made to cover the expénscs of
those who attend.

That to the standing committees, we add the Commit-
tee on Memorials.

RULINGS

On November 15th I received the following letter
from James A. Smith, Secretary of Jackson Chapter
No. 32, Marianna, Fla.:

“Last Thursday, the 11th, was our regular Convocation. Since
then I have received five applications for the Chapter degrees, and
our High Priest has ordered a Special Convocation for work (on
three that are already elected), and we want you to grant us per-
mission to ballot on new applicants next Friday afternoon, the

i9th, in order that our Chapter may be able to make a creditable
showing this year.”

To which I answered as follows on November 17th:

“In answer to your request of the 15th in regard to balloting
on candidates at a special meeting, I would call your attention to
the report of the Jurisprudence Committee as printed in the Pro-
ceedings of May, 1925 which was adopted:

“We recommend, however, in this connection that the Provisa
of Regulation 6, be stricken therefrom, as we are of the opinion
that under the provisions of our Constitution, to-wit: Section 3,
‘Article V thereof, such part of said Regulation is unconstitutional
and Capitular Masonry will be better served by not permitting the
ballot upon petitions for degrees at any other than regular Con-
vocations.”

“I am, therefore, obliged to refuse to grant your request.”

On December 16th, 1925, T received the following
letter from Samuel C. McConnell, Secretary Monroe D.
Cushing Chapter, U. D., Tampa, Fla.:
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“Companion Gustave F. McWilliams, who was namec? in our
Dispensation as High Priest of this Chapter, has seen fit to re-
sign because of other activities and business which prevents him
from giving it the time and attention required. Our members met
the other night and named the following officers to fill the several
stations caused by this resignation, viz.:

Companion Richard B. Lovett, High Priest,
Companion Frank O'Berry, King.
Companion Henry A. VanBorssum, Scribe.

“Will it be necessary to secure a new dispensation with these
names inserted, or may we proceed as we are. We met on the
20th of November and organized, read the dispensation and pro-
ceeded to the transaction of business; several petitions have heen
reached and on December oth, our first Stated Convoeation. the
degree of Mark Master was conferred upon four candidates,—the
work being given in full form,

“A question arises which seems not to be covereq by i
ulations: Is it permissible to receive and enter upon gy e reg-
list the name or names of Companions holding dimitg . chart.er
to the date of our dispensation. There are a few Chapter &4 prior
in Tampa who would like to join in with us in the ney &50‘15
and they hold dimits several months old. If we can accept pter
as members we will be pleased to do so and it will incre them
membership by several names. ase our

“Our charter members did not secure dimits from Tam
Chapter, but hold certificates of good standing, will we pa du[;a
for 1927 to Tampa Chapter or may we hold off and pay 5;0 ou:
own Chapter. This is a question we will appreciate your repl
b?fore the end of the year so that we may ask for and receive ou::
dimits before having to pay 1927 dues.

“We have begun operations under most favorable conditions

and hope to build our Chapter up in membership and good works
to the top of the list, if it can be done’

To which I answered as follows on December 20th :

[ + =
= As the c{ﬁtcers -narrled in the dispensation hold only subject to
e Grand High Priest, and it being apparent they capnot serve,
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1 therefore appoint Richard B. Lovett, High Priest, Frank O’Berry,
King, and Henry A. VanBorssum, Scribe, of Monroe D. Cushing

Chapter, U. D.

“It will not, therefore, be necessary to secure a new dispensa-
tion. You have permission to receive the dimits if by the unani-
mous action of the Chapter. They can then become charter members
by signing the petition for charter—but signatures must be accom-
panied by their dimits.

“All members that did not dimit are still members of their
respective Chapters and will be so held until you have been granted
a charter which you will be required to sign, accompanied by cer-
tificates of good standing. If the charter is granted, you are then

automatically dropped from your Chapter, becoming a member ~f
the new Chapter.”

On December 11th, I received the following letter
from Jackson Chapter No. 32, Marianna, Fla.:

“Owing to unavoidable conditions, we did not have an elec-
tion of officers for Jackson Chapter No. 32, on Thursday, Dec. oth.

“Our next regular Convocation will be Thursday, Dec. 23rd,

and we ask that you give us a dispensation to hold an election for
officers on that date.”

To which I replied as follows:

“I would call your attention to Article IV, Section 8 of
the Constitution and regulations of the Grand Chapter, calling for
an election at the first regular Convocation in December, or as
soon thereafter as practicable, it would, therefore, be perfectly
proper that you hold your election December 23rd.”

In accordance with rumors reaching me, and from a
letter received from Samuel W. Carman, High Priest of
Gadsden Chapter No. 30, who says that circumstances
having arisen which make it to the best interest of the
fraternity that he retire, I wrote him as follows:
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“It appearing to the best interest of Gadsden Chapter, and the
fraternity, you arc hereby removed as High Priest of Gadsden

Chapter No. 30."

I am glad to report that our relations 1:a.f‘.thl other
Grand Jurisdiction have been harmonious, with the ex-
ception of the following, if it prove such.

On April 10th, T received the following Edict from
the Grand Chapter of Illinois:

“To the High Priests, Kings, Scribes and Companions of all Royal
Arch Chapters in this Grand Jurisdiction:

“Greetings:

“At the last annual Convocation of the Grand Holy Royal
Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania, that body, by official action, elim-
inated the degree of Past Master as a pre-requisite to, or .
of, Royal Arch Masonry in that Grand Jurisdiction,

“Therefore, no Companion hailing from the Grang
of Pennsylvania, who 'I_1a‘5 no_t received the degree of Pagt Ma
can be admitted as a visitor in any Royal Arch Chapter % Iu'stc:r,
nor can he be elected to membership by affiliation. tnots,

“However, any Royal Arch Chapter in this Grand Jurisdics:
may, if it shall meet their pleasure and convenience, confer Ch,c'“
out charge, the degree of Past Master upon such Cc.mpanionv with
which he may be admitted as a visitor, or elected to meny, aftt:f"
by affiliation as the case may be. ERal

“It is ordered that this édict be read in open Chapter at 11
first stated Convocation after its receipt. W

“In testimony whereof T have hereunto set my hand, ynder the
seal of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Illinois, at
Chicago, this 31st day of March, A. D. 1927.” '

(S)  Witts McFerry,
Grand Hig) Priest.

Eu'.y part

Jurisdiction

On April 11th, I wrote our Grand Secretary acknowl-

" edging receipt of this Edict and enclosing a similar one
of my own, stating;
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*“As this is the first information that I have had in regard to
the action of the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania, I am, therefore,
taking it for granted that such action was taken. If such action
was taken, to your knowledge, you may, therefore, cause to be
issued the enclosed Edict, as T believe that is the best way out of
this matter.”

On the 12th, I received his reply stating he did not
know of his own knowledge.

April 27th, T received from the Grand Secretary a
similar Edict issued by the Grand Chapter of Arkansas,
asking for information in regard to my Edict, to which
I replied.

“In regard to the Pennsylvania matter, while it seems that
this action has probably been taken, I do not believe it is wise
for us to take action until we really do know officially. There-
fore, since the meeting of the Grand Chapter is so near now, we
will await until that meeting.”

HURRICANE DISASTER RELIEF

Immediately after the appalling hurricane had
wrought disaster in the southern part of our State, I con-
sulted several of our Grand Officers, and also got in direct
communication with many of the Companions affected
by the storm as to the best method of rendering aid.

It was the consensus of opinion that the Grand Chap-
ter and the subordinate Chapters could work to a better
advantage by placing all contributions in the hands of the
Most Worshipful Grand Master, Cary B. Fish, and his
committee who were thoroughly organized to carry on
the relief work. This was deemed advisable so as to

prevent overlapping.

I am thankful to say that immediately after the storm,
your Grand High Priest sent $2,000.00 all the funds
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available in the Grand Chapter treasury for this worthy
cause, )

Many subordinate Chapters rendered direct .ald and
individual members contributed heavily to our distressed
Companions and their families. Be it said to the ever-
lasting honor of the other Grand Chapters throvfghout
the country that assistance came from every section of
our nation. The General Grand Chapter heard the call
and responded in a most generous way.

And in April another appeal from our suffering
countrymen in the flood district of the Mississippi Val-
ley came to us and we rejoice that this Grand Chapter was
able to contribute $500 to this most worthy cause.

Modern Masonry true to its ancient principles, has
lost none of its benevolent spirit, but is ever ready to feed
the hungry, clothe the nakt:fi,- and bind up the wounds of
the afflicted as was exemplified in these recent disasters.

APPROVALS

September 27th, 1926, I received communication
from our Grand Secretary, W. P. Webster, stating that
during the storm, Dade Chapter No. 47, located at Home-
stead, Fla., had its windows blown out, and their Charter
was lost. Asked permission to issue them a certified
copy of the Charter, which I granted.

On October 11th, 1926, T approved By-Laws of Sara-
sota Chapter No. 35 located at Sarasota, Fla.

On November 22nd, 1926, I approved of the follow-

ing changes in the By-Laws of St. Johns Chapter No. 4
DelLand, Fla.:

“Section 3, Article 5 of this Chapter be changed so as to read
a fee for initiation of this Chapter shall be $50.00."
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On December 27th, 1926, 1 approved a temporary
loan of $3,000.00 to the Grand Lodge for use as an
emergency measure for the Masonic Home.

On April 2nd, I granted St. Johns Chapter No. 4,
DeLand, Fla., their request to hold a Special Convocation
on April 29th.

On April 23rd, 1 approved By-Laws of St. Johns
Chapter No. 4.

FINANCES

I have signed warrants numbered 1 to 45, totaling
$12,999.43.

EXEMPLIFICATION OF WORK

As an example of what can be done by men who de-
termine to make their Chapter a success, I have requested
the youngest Chapter, U. D. to exemplify the work be-
fore this Grand Body.

Here you see demonstrated the value of intelligent
leadership, which leadership has the co-operation of de-
termined and live members whose purpose is to make
Chapter Masonry a mighty force in their community.

The Chapter that succeeds is the one which has ag-
gressive leadership, and that always has representatives
at the Grand Chapter where inspiration is received which
stimulates not only those who attend, but in turn, these
become an inspiration to their local Chapters.

The supreme need of every Chapter is an efficient
secretary. In my official capacity, I find much defici-
ency here; in fact, I am yet waiting for several secretaries
to reply to official communications. It is the duty of
every Companion to see that the secretary fulfills accu-
rately and promptly, the function of his office.
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The R.".E.".Deputy Grand High Priest appointed

should be declared Companions R. J. Kishpaugh, George A. Dame and
Charles H. Register as such Committee.

The Grand Treasurer presented the following report

which was received and referred to the Committee on

Finance and Accounts:

Where it is otherwise, the officer
inefficient and a new secretary elected.

E CONCLUSION

. And now my Companions, my task is nearly done,

my record is before you. I sincerely than‘lf every member R

of this Grand Body for the many courtesies you have s0

generously shown me not only during this year, but ever
since 1 began to visit you on these annual occasions.

Without exception, when on my official visitations

to the subordinate Chapters, T was received in a most

To the M.-E.-Grand Chapter of Florida:

I have the honor to submit my twenty-ninth report as Grand
Treasurer and incidentally to report also my forty-ninth consecutive
attendance upon the Grand Chapter.

—=m
Y

P . I B gracious manner. . -
r 5P y Pt : 5 r.
2 The burdens of this office were greatly lightened 1926
by that lovable Companion, P. G. High Priest, our ef- May 18, To balance as per last report ——-—————————————__ $18,701.46
ficient Grand Secretary, Wilher P. Webster, June 2, To received interest Delray Lodge Bonds ______ 100.00
. lv 7, To received from Grand Secretary ———_——______ 65.00
I of the many pleasurable . Ju ; : y
Not the ]ea_St il y P Chi tn"lemones of July 7, To received from Grand Secretary —--————o——_. 124.00
my term of office _are 5 RITHCED i ristmas greetings Nov. 5, To received interest Duval Lodge Bonds —____ 45.00
I received from this and from other Grand ]urisdictions. 1927
mpanionships formed during the veare Jan. 8, To received from Grand Secretary —— ... 333.00
,Thc CO_ P hall L . + g years of my Jan. 17, To received from Grand Secretary —___________ 452.00
; office holding, shall ever remain among the tenderest Feb. 1, To received from Grand Secretary ____________ 1,852.00
memories of my life. Feb. 4, To received from Grand Secretary ————________ 314.00
¢ this comuanionshin beputt 5o e Feb. 11, To received from Grand Secretary —__.________ 516.00
I trust tha : P p eg : appily here Feb. 24, To received from Grand Secretary —___________ 993.00
on earth, shall continue throughout eternity where we Mch. 1, To received from Grand Secretary - __ 84000
shall ascribe all glory and honor to the Supreme Grand Mch. 4, To received from Grand Secretary ————__—_____  202.00
High Priest of the universe for conducting us safely Mch. 7, To received from Grand Secretary ——__________ 66.00
over the rough and rugged road of life, and finally giv- Mch. 14, To received from Grand Secretary ———.________ 232.00
Ing us entrance into the Holy of Holies above. Mch. 24, To received from Grand Secretary —————o——____ 208.00
Mch. 28, To received from Grand Secretary ____________ 558.50
; : g Mch. 28, To received from Grand Secretary - ___ 176.00
Upon motion tl}e foregoxpg address was recewefl and Mch. 29, To received from Grand Secretary ____________ 470.00
r?ferred to _a- Spﬂ?lal Committee of three for considera- Mch. 31, To received from Grand Secretary . ______ 184.00
tion and distribution of subjects, Apr. 16, To received from Grand Secretary —___________ 755.00
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nd Secretary

4, To received from Gra :
. uval Lodge Bonds

4, To received interest D

To received from Grand Secretary
tt Bank

{ Lodge ----

16,
16, To received interest from DBarne

16, To received ctf. indebt. from Granc

25
1926
May 19, To paid M. W. Bishop, order G. H. P
To be added to pay roll
To paid vouchers Nos. 1-43
To paid vouchers Nos. 1 and 2 Ed-
ucational Loan Fund _-
Balance on hand

Distributed as follows:
Barnett Nat. Bank
Delray Lodge Bonds
Gr. Lodge Cert. Indebt, —cocmeemv
Duval Lodge Bonds

$11,702.2
- 2,500.00
- 3,000.00

$18,702.24

e herewith submitted,
Marcus EXDEL,
Grand Treasuret

RBooks and vouchers ar

following

The Grand Secretary made the .
which was received and referred to the Speci

tee on Distribution:

GRAND SECRETARY'S REFORT

To the M. .E..Grand Chapter of Florida:

Companions : Jouf
I have the honor of reporting matters per

retary’s office for the past year as follows:

taining t°

rBP“:"t
al Comm™*
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As authorized by the Grand Chapter at its last Annual Convo-
cation, a certified copy of Charter was issued to St. Johns Chap-
ter No. 4, on May 24, 1926, to replace the original charter which
had been lost,

REGULATIONS

I did not carry forward the Amendment to Regulation No. 6
43 recommended by the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence in
1926 as, in my opinion, the desired change was not clearly stated.
The committee also failed to formulate regulations clearly stating
th_e law of this Grand Chapter in regard to Emeritus Members and
Life Members as referred to it by the Committee on Distribution
to  submit such Amendments to the Constitution or Regulations,
only stating their views in the matter,

I would suggest that such regulations or amendments be form-
ulated and presented for action by the Grand Chapter.

The supplemental report of the Committee on Masonic Juris-
[J.rlldencc as adopted in 1926 seems to be in conflict with Regula-
tlﬂ_n No. 30 as adopted in 1022, although the latter was not re-
scinded. T would also call attention to the Regulation in regard
to “Representatives” as adopted in 1925, and suggest that a new
Regulation be adopted covering this whole matter,

NEW CHAPTERS

Bw order of the M.".E.".Grand High Priest the following dis-
pensations have been issued to form new Chapters:

July 27, 1026, to Delray Chapter U. D. at Delray, Palm Beach
County, with

Willoughby ‘A. Brennan, H. P.

Lewis W. Currier, K.

Irwin J. Sinks, S.

Oect. 9, 1926, to Hill City Chapter U. D. at Brooksville, Her-
nando County, with

H. G. Crafton, H. P.

H. A. Chadsey, K.

R. A, McCaghren, S.

3—G. Chap
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U. D. ;
W. P. Webster, Grand Secretary,

Qct. 26, 1026, to Monroe D. Cushing Chapter
Hillsboro County, with In account with the Grand Chapter of Florida:
Gustave F. McWilliams, H. P.
Richard B. Lovett, K. Dr.
i O'BE"-)'! - o To back dues IR wocer i o $
All of these Chapters now come before this G 3“8{: _TcJ[(J:r;a Cﬁaptf:r No. 28 (1925)
with petitions for charters and papers are ready to I:]d.'{)i] _laptcr. I\o.‘ 37 (1925)
the hands of the proper committee. orids Bt F (056) secsucovassspmiisosn $
The petition of Hill City Chapter was s e
day noon, too late to be properly checked up. This 15 to0 s cof”
case as very often there are errors and omissions requit St. .Jo}ms No. 4
respondence to overcome. 13ti0“: Hahfa_\; No. 3 -
1 would recommend the adoption of the following rcg"_ 4 ir ?:It- I:IDr';'Tb No. 6 .
“Repulation No. - Petitions for Charters must b_t’ file he D::i??‘ft\n\z
the Grand Secretary’s office at least ten (10) days DT‘O‘: Dis’ Put.n(;m: ‘J{TDAIO. .
opening of the Annual Convocation of tk}e Granq (l:halpu.r.on e ekl ?_qﬂg
pensations to form Chapters U B ‘cxinee by lam:tati?il .o the Jerichg Nn‘ 11
first day of the month‘ in which the Aunnual Convocation el s NO‘-I
Grand Chapter is held.” Ocala No,
Inverness No.

Monroe No.
filed correct returns for 1926. o Plant City No, 16

All of our Chapters have 0 ° St Anenstine N
‘mkm“f:_nh Chapter No. 24 and New Smyrna Chapter 1"3“1 :It Augus;;nc I\?-
g 0 « . Ma 3 7
Lake C S daek. “Thete @ balance still due fro anatee River No.
have not paid their dues. Lake Butler No.

.1 wester” e : "
not received until ¥€ ¢he Gainesville No
ften Tampa No. 3

RETURNS

Sarasota Chapter No. 35 : i ;
Arcadia Chapter No. 36 : ;ﬂhlpig ﬁ\-({: 2,
7 Chapter No. 37 i e
Walton D . o b ﬁcz JefTFrsou_ _No.
candidates B°7 ¢if® Indian River
nembershiP Joppa No. 28
Lakeland . Mo, 90 coseseserenappa o
el Gadsden No. 30
Fraternally submitted, St. Petershurg N
ronsTER sburg !
w. P. W;B(: ¢ Jackson No. 32
Grang ~

our Chapters show 287

returns of =t
The in i 1

exalted and that we have made a net ga
the year of 3590.

g['.l"t'-‘
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Eustis No. 33

__________________________________ 02.00
Leesburg No. 34 —ccommmmmmmmmmm 145.00
Sarasota No. 35 - 105.00
I o N R s o e e e e i i 7.00
Walton NO. 37 —cmmom oo 66.00
Providence No. 38 coco oo oo 106.00
Do County: Mo: 30) seccoscnusmao i i 184.00
ety Iew N oD s e e 106.00
Winter Haven No. 4t . ___________ 2006.00
Highla.ﬂdS No. B e e e i S R S 130.00
Union Mo, 48 weceoacccanae: 73.00
Perry No. 44 oo L11.06
Clearwater No. 48 ——eee == 130.00
Okeechobee No. 46— =~~~ 21.00
Dade No. 47 wommmmmmmmmmcemme e
Duval No. 48 commmmmmmieeee .7 o
Nassau NO. 40 —-ommmmmmmommmeee 63.00
Poinciana No. 50 ——-oemmmommmmee 97.00

Orampe Moo BB commmmmommsrmmn i e
Delray 1. T ICHAEEE TEE cmme v
Monroe D. Cushing, U. D. Charter Fee
Hill City U. D. Charter Tee

33-0{)——.%_405,50

Cr. i

1926

July 7, Pdid Grand "Treasurer . ..occcccemsaes % 635.00
July 7, Paid Grand Treasurer ________________ 124.00
1927

Jan. 8, Paid Grand Treasurer ________________ 333.00
Jan. 17, Paid Grand Treasurer ____________.____ 432.00
Feb. 1, Paid Grand Treasurer ________________ 1832.00
Feb, 4, Paid Grand Treasurer __ . 314.00
Feb. 11, Paid Grand Treasurer ________________ 516.00
Feb. 19, Paid Grand Treasurer ________________ 675.00
Feb. 24, Paid Grand Treasurer ________________ 318.00
Mch. 1, Paid Grand Treasurer ________________ 040.00
Mch. 4, Paid Grand Treasurer ____________.____ 202.00

$9,762.50

|
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Mch. 7 Paid Grand Treasurer
Mih. 14, Paid Grand Treasurer
Mch. 24, Paid Grand Treasurer
Mch. 28, Paid Grand Treasurer
Mch. 28, Paid Grand Treasurer
Mch. 29, Paid Grand Treasurer
Mch. 31, Paid Grand Treasurer
Apr. 16, Paid Grand Treasurer
May 4, Paid Grand Treasurer
May 16, Paid Grand Treasurer

Baoks and vouchers are herewith submitted
and approval.
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474.00—%9,762.50

for examination

W. P. WEeBsTER,

Grand Secretary.

Companion Hubbell presented his report on Cor-
respondence, which was received and ordered printed
with the proceedings of this Annual Convocation.

The Committee on Distribution made the following

report which was received and adopted:

DISTRIBUTION

To the M. .E.".Grand Chapter of Florida:

Your Committee on Distribution to whom was referred the
address of the M-.'-E»'-Grand High Priest, and the report of the
R..E.".Grand Secretary, recommend that such matters in said ad-
dress and report as refers to necrology, be referred to the Com-

| mittee on Memorials.

That such matters as refer to dispensations and new Chapters,
be referred to the Committee on Dispensations and By-Laws,

That such matters as refer to expenditure of Grand Chapter
funds, be referred to the Committee on Finance and Accounts, and
all matters referred to in the Grand Secretary’s report, having to
do with Finance of the Grand Chapter, be referred to the Com-

mittee on Finance and Accounts.
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That such matters as pertain to decisions rendered, amend-
ments to regulations and by-laws, dispensations granted and Em:-
eign relations and edicts, be referred to the Committee on Masonic

Jurisprudence. _
That all other portions of the address and report be received

and filed for information. .
Fraternally submitted,

R. J. KisHPAUGH,
Geo. A. DAME,
Cras. H. REGISTER,

Commattee.

Upon motion of Companion Fish the attention of the
Committee on Finance and Accounts was called to the
necessity for procuring an additional supply of aprons
for the Grand Chapter and they were requested to ar-
range for an appropriation for same.

The Committee 01t Unfinished Business made the

following report which was received and adopted:

UNFIN’ISHED BUSINESS

To the M. .E--Grand Chapter of Florida.
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ladies of Jacksonville Chapter No. 15, Order of Eastern
Star, and all members of the Grand Chapter with their
ladies were invited.

The motion prevailed that when the Grand Chapter
is called from labor to refreshment, it be to resume labor
at 2:00 o'clock P. M., and that the first order of business
be the exemplification of the work in the Mark Masters
Degree,

The Grand Chapter was called from labor to refresh-
ment.

IN GRAND CHAPTER

Tuesday, May 17, 2:00 P. M.

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to
labor by the M.".E.".Grand High Priest with officers and
members as at morning session.

The minutes of the morning session were read and
adopted.

The Triennial Committee made the following report
which was received and adopted :

TRIENNIAL

Companions ; We, the Committee on Unfinished Busn—mss h’we:‘
dings of the Grand Chapter of Florida at its

examined the Procee ; D o :
ocation and find there is no unfinished busi-

Eightieth Annual Conv
ness on record.

To the M.".E. .Grand Chapter of Florida:

Your Triennial Committee begs leave to report as follows:
Fraternally submitted, That we have carefully examined the various routes suggested
A. J. Peacock, for representatives of this Grand Body who will attend the Tri-
F. S. HARTSFIELD, ennial session of the General Grand Chapter at Denver.
Warter H. LONG, Your committee has received an invitation from the Grand
Commitlee. Chapters of North and South Carolina, Alabama and Georgia to
join the Grand Chapters of these States on their special train to

1 ' Denver, which route will include the following points of interest:
g, , which route ; _ /
kSOHVI“c Chaptef M. A Indianapolis, Chicago, Kansas City, Missourl, where the party will

The High Priest of Jac :
announced that arrangements had been made for dinner

at 6:30 P. M., to be served under the direction of the
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be entertained by the Grand Chapter of Missouri; Denver, where
the Triennial will be held; Colorado Springs, Pike's Peak, Garden
of the Gods, the Grand Canyon of Arizona, Albuquerque, El Paso,
Juarez Mexico, San Antonio and New Orleans. It is estimated
that twenty (20) days will be consumed in this trip from 'Atlanta

to Atlanta, to which two days would have to be added for Com-
panions going from Florida,

This special train will leave Macon and Atlanta, Wednesday,
September 21st.

The committee also is in receipt of the official itinerary of the
General Grand Chapter in which provision is made for a choice
of two routes, either of which Companions from this State could
join at Chicago or Cincinnati. Route A of the official itinerary
will go direct from Chicago to Denver via C. B. & Q. Railroad,

returning via D. & R. G. W, Railroad to Colorado Springs, Rock
Island Lines to Chicago.

Their Route B will leave Chicago via C. M. & St. P. Rail-
way to St. Paul, Minneapolis, Gallatin Montana, Yellow Stone Park,
Salt Lake City, Glenwood Springs, Royal Gorge, Colorado Springs
and Denver, returning from Denver to Chicago via Union Pacific
or Missouri Pacific to St. Louis,

The committee is informed that the rate to those traveling
with the Carolina, Alabama and Georgia Companions, will be for
the round trip from Jacksonville, Florida, railroad fare $125.65.
Pullman lower berth, approximately $75.00; upper, approximately
$62.00.

We are further informed that the rates for the official itin-
erary, Journey A, above referred to, from Jacksonville, Florida,
including railroad fare from Jacksonville and Pullman from Chi-
cago onmly, are as follows: Lower herth, $148.75, upper berth,
$144.70, compartment, $146.75 to $150.85, drawing room, $155.10 tO
$160.85.

The rates for Journey B, from Jacksonville, figuring Pullman
from Chicago only, are for lower berth, $303.45, for upper berth,
$203.05, compartment $301.45 to $314.95, drawing room, $310.45 to
$324.05.

r Headquarters of the General Grand Chapter during the Convo-
cation will be at the Brown Palace and Cosmopolitan Hotels. These
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hotels are already reserved, but rates have been named by other
hotels, ranging from $2.50 to $6.00 per day.

Your committee recommend that all Companions desiring ho-
tel reservations to Denver, communicate with the Grand Secre-
tary in order that such reservations may be made together as far
as possible, and in order to insure hotel accommodations, this should
be done immediately.

Persons desiring to do so, may occupy the Pullman for their
entire trip, except during the time at Denver.

Reservations may be made through Mr. C. H. Andrew, 342
Hardeman Ave., Macon, Ga., for those desiring to go with the
Carolina, Georgia and Alabama delegation, and reservations may
be made through Mr. G. L Wheeler, 18 North Third St,, Colum-
bus, Ohio, for those desiring to go by either of the two routes
named in the official itinerary of the General Grand Chapter re-
ferred to in our report.

In addition to these special trips, round trip summer fourist
tickets will be on sale daily from May 15th to Sept. zoth, with
stop-over privileges at all points enroute and bearing a final re-
turn limit of October 3ist.

The approximate round trip there from Jacksonville, not in-
cluding Pullman or meals, will be $87.10. This rate of course an-
ticipates a routing by some direct line.

This rate will also apply for those desiring to go out to Den-
ver with the Carolina, Georgia, Alabama delegation, but returning
by a direct route and full information regarding such routing may
be obtained from Mr. J. C. Bland, District Passenger Agent, South-
ern Railway System, 504 Stovall Bldg., Tampa, Florida, who will
also be glad to make Pullman reservation for those desiring such
routing. The approximate cost of lower berth Pullman on the
above plan will be $50.00.

Fraternally submitted,

E L., W,
R. J. McMastEr,
Cary B. Fism,

Committee.

The Committee on Memorials made the following re-
port which was received and adopted:
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MEMORIALS

To the M..E.".Grand Chapter of Florida:

_ Your Committee on Memorials begs leave to submit the follow-
ing report:

Were it not for the hope inculcated by the sublime teaching
of our great Order, our Annual Convocations would be occasions
of _dEEPGSt grief, bordering on despair. From year to year, we
anticipate the pleasure of secing and greeting our Companions

whose friendship means so much to us. But on coming together,

we miss the warm handclasp and the cheery voices of many “we
have loved long-since and lost awhile” and we sigh for “the touch
of a vanished hand, and the sound of a voice that is still.”

_ Death has no respect for either person or exalted position.
D_uring the year, he has called hence some who held supreme of-
fices in our Fraternity as well as those who were in the ranks.

) The General Grand Chapter sustained a great loss in the pass-
ing of that princely Companion, John Albert Blake, General Grand
High Priest. Companion Blake was born in Danvers, Massachu-
setts, April 15, 1843, and died at Malden, Massachusetts, November
27, 1026,

From our own Grand Chapter has been taken:

Past Grand High Priest Irving IE. Webster, born at Hartland,
Vt, February 13, 1852, died at Gainesville, Fla., April 20, 1927;
Grand High Priest, 1892; Grand Chaplain, 1893, 1894, 1902, 1003,
1907-1917.  M.".E.".Companion Webster was a regularly ordained
minister of the Methodist Episcopal church, serving as pastor for
many years, He was in military service over twenty years, was
commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel, and was in active service during
the entire Spanish-American War.

And Past Grand High Priest Thomas G. Hutchinson, who was
Gfapd High Priest of the Grand Chapter in 1003. M..E.".Com-
Panion Hutchinson was Past Worshipful Master, Past High Priest,
Past Illustrious Master, and Past Eminent Commander of the
Jacksonville bodies, but he was better known for his activity in the
Mystic Shrine, having been Potentate of Morocco Shrine for sev-
eral years. He died at Jacksonville, January 31, 1927.

FFOI_n other Grand Jurisdictions we have the same story of
Companions who having traveled the rough and rugged road and
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have received entrance into the Holy of Holies above. Their names
follow:

Arkansas—William 1. Whitewell, Grand Sentinel, born at
Springfield, Tllinois, April 17, 1836; died August 31, 1926. James
R. Donnell, Past Grand High Priest, born at Greenbrier, Arkansas,
March 3, 1850; died at Little Rock, March =21, 1927.

Colorado—Cromwell Tucker, Past Grand High Priest, was born
in Camelford, Cornwall, England, July 19, 1850; died at Denver,
Colorado, September 16, 1926,

Connecticut—Samuel Henry Huntingdon, Past Grand High
Priest, born at Winham, Conn., August 10, 1854; died at Norwalk,
Conn., June 23, 1926.

Kansas—Samuel E, Busser, Past Grand High Priest, was born
at York, Pa. August 5, 1850; died in Los ‘Angeles, California,
September 17, 1926,

Kentucky—William R. Johnson, Past Grand High Priest, was
born November 8, 1859; died June 30, 1926.

Maine—Winslow Emery Howell, Grand Sentinel, was born at
Westbrook, Maine, July =21, 1866; died at Portland, Maine, Sep-
tember 16, 1026.

Maryland—Eugene Hammond, Past Grand High Priest, was
born at New Miarket, Maryland, July 31, 1842; died at Cumber-
land, Md., December 21, 1926,

Massachusetts—IEugene A. Holton, Past Grand High Priest,
was born January 13, 1847, and died March 21, 1027.

Minnesota—Jerome Eugene Cooley, Past Grand High Priest,
was born at Hume, New York, October 6, 1844, and died at Las
Vegas, Nevada, May 8, 1926. George D. Moore, Grand Scribe,
was born at Lancaster, Missouri, September 26, 1867, and died in
Preston, Minnesota, August 6, 1026. Samuel J. Prentiss, Past
Grand High Priest, was born in Sheldon, Vermont, March 21, 1836;
died at Chicago, Illinois, September 21, 1926. Leonard Cast Weeks,
Grand Secribe, was born at Hartland, Wisconsin, March 8, 186g;
died at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, December 19, 1926. Ambrose D.
Countryman, Grand King, was born in Fine, New York, February
8, 1850, and died at ‘Appleton, Minnesota, February 23, 1927.

Missouri—Alexander Monroe Dockery, Past Grand High
Priest, was born near Gallatin, Missouri, February 11, 1846; died
December 26, 1926, David M Wilson, Past Grand High Priest,
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was born in Gettysburg, Pa., September 26, 1853, and died at
Milan, Missouri, October 27, 1920.

Nebraska—Robert Emmet French, Past Grand High Priest,
was born in Ross County, Ohio, March 7, 1849; died in Kearney,
Nebraska, February 16, 1027.

Nevada—Frank Bell, Past Grand High Priest, was born in
Toronto, Canada, January 29, 1840, and died at Reno, Nevada, IFeb-
ruary 13, 1927. Edward D. Vanderlieth, Grand Scribe, was born
near Nevada City, California, August 19, 1961 : died December 18,
1926, George Gillson, Past Grand High Priest, was born at Col-
lingwood, Ontario, July 14, 1840; died at Carson City, Nevada,
November 8, 1926.

New Jersey—Frederick James Melvin, Past Grand High Priest,
was born at Lumberton, N. C., February 28, 1848, and died at
Cape May, New Jersey, August 10, 1926. Josiah Smith Davidson,
Past Grand High Priest, was born near Belvidere, N. J., June 30
1848; died at Washington, N. J., February 6, 1927.

North Dakota—David Montgomery Holmes, Past Grand
Priest, was born in Northumberland County, Pa, July 29, 1851,
and died at Grand Forks, N. D., February 18, 1927.

Ohio—Grafton Molen Acklin, Past Grand High Priest, was
born in Aberdeen, Ohio, July 30, 1851; died in Toledo, Ohio, De-
cember 17, 1926, Homer P. Smith, Grand Master of the Thir
Jail, was born at Ashtabula, Ohio, March 23, 1870, and died 12
Ashtabula, April 2, 1926.

Oklahoma—William Lemuel Eagleton, Past Grand High Priest,
was born at Woodbury, Tennessee, November 7, 1860; died July
16, 1926.

Oregon—James Fullerton Robinson, Past Grand High Pi’ie%t:
was born in Henry County, Iowa, December 2, 1846, and died 1P
Portland, Oregon, December 2, 1926. Donald Mackay, Past Grand
High Priest, was born near Woodstock, Canada, December 25
1841, and died April 24, 1926.

Utah—Robert Wells Fisher, Past Grand High Priest, was 7.
at Reaford, Delaware, October 10, 1863; died at Salt Lake City:
January 16, 1927.

Vermont—Edwin Buxton Clift, Grand High Priest,
at Middletown, Vt., Mhy 23, 1858, and died at Fair Haven, Y™
January 8, 1927.

High

born

was borf
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West Virginia—David Kennedy Reed, Past Grand High Priest,
was born in Grafton, W. Va., February 25, 1863; died at Clarksburg,
W. Va., May 9, 1926. John Morris McConihay, Past Grand High
Priest, was born June 23, 1353 died at Charleston, W. Va., Novem-
ber 2, 1926.

Washington—John Moore, Past Grand High Priest, was born
in Ohio, October 1, 1838, and died in Orting, Washington, April 26,
1926. Robert Smith Nichols, Past Grand High Priest, was born in
Worchester, England, January 10, 1841; died in Seattle, Washing-
ton, October 9, 19206,

Wisconsin—Walter A. West, Past Grand High Priest, was born
at Sugar Creek, Wis., November 14, 1856; died in Elkhorn, Wis,
May 29, 1926. Bernard F. Keeler, Past Grand High Priest, was
born in Clayton, lowa, April 7, 1866, and died in La Crosse, Wis.,
‘August 28, 1926.

In our own Grand Jurisdiction of Florida, 100 Companions
have departed this transitory life.

They have gone from us. Rough, rugged and dangerouts may
have been their road; long and tedious their journey, but sustained
and guided by the Great T Am, they have passed beyond the vails;
their work has passed the scrutiny of the Divine Master Overseer
and they have entered that city which hath foundations whose

Builder and Maker is God.
Fraternally,
D. H. RuUTIER,
Fry P. HuBeeLL,
Harry L. TAavLOR,

Committee.

The Committee on Dispensations and By-Laws made
the following report which was received and adopted :

DISPENSATIONS AND BY-LAWS

To the M. .E..Grand Chapter of Florida:

Your Committee on Dispensations and By-laws beg leave to

report as follows:
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We find that three petitions for Charters have been presented
to us from Delray Chapter, U. D. Hili City Chapter, U. D. of
Brooksville, and Monroe D. Cushing Chapter U, D. of Tampa.

We find the books and records of these three Chapters have
been kept in regular form except as follows:

Delray Chapter—No mention has becn made in the minutes
of their first meeting showing hy what authority they are holden.
In their by-laws under the head of Business, should he changed
to read: Appropriate business of general character shall be trans-
acted in the Royal Arch degree at a Regular Convocation, under the
absolute direction of the High Priest, King or Scribe. In the ab-
sence of all three of these officers, the Junior Past High Priest
present shall preside. '

Under the head of Meetings, Section 2, add the words: “For
work and instruction only,”

Under the head of discipline change to read as follows:

Section 1. Every violation of the Moral Code as comprehen-
sibly embraced in the Ten Commandments and recorded in the
Holy Book of the Law, every violation of the ancient established
laws of Royal Arch Masonry, written or unwritten, and every vio-
lation of the laws, rules and regulations of this Chapter, by any
member thereof, will subject the offender to punishment by rep-
rimand, suspension or expulsion, as the Chapter may dectermine.

Section 2. For non-payment of dues for two years or more,
any member may be dropped from the roll of membership, after
due notice has been sent him, on vote of the Chapter,

Section 3. It is the duty of every member of this Chapter
to visit every regular Convocation thercof, except for some rational
or reasonable cause without any summons or notice.

Hill City Chapter—No mention has been made in the minutes
of their first meeting showing by what authority they are holden.

On account of the fact that the records and other papers of
this Chapter were not received in the Grand Secretary’s office
until yesterday, we are unable to ascertain whether dimits en-
closed are correct and check with the names on the charter.

Monroe D. Cushing Chapter—We find the books and records
of this Chapter to be in excellent condition.

We recommend that charters be granted to all three of these
Chapters as we find from their records that they have held all

o,
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their regular Convocations since being granted their dispensations
and have all conferred the several degrees on two or more classes
and are all in a sound and healthy condition.

We further recommend that the charter for Hill City Chapter
be held by the Grand High Priest until the charter list has been
found to be correct.

We further recommend that the representatives of these Chap-
ters he allowed representation at this Grand Chapter and that
they be placed on the pay roll and be allowed mileage and per
diem for attendance on this Grand Convocation.

Fraternally submitted,

G. H. Leavirr,”

R. L. GiLLETT,

Epwin E. Macy,
Comamnittee.

Representatives of other Grand Jurisdictions ex-
tended greetings and best wishes from their respective
Grand Chapters.

Labor was dispensed with in the Grand Chapter and a
Lodge of Mark Masters was opened.

Brothers Lem T. Jones, Bob R. Milam and George
W. Milam for Jacksonville Chapter No. 12, and Earnest
A. Morrison for Southern Pines Chapter No. 61, N. C,,
were advanced to the Hon. Degree of M. M. in due form,
the work being exemplified by members of Monroe D.
Cushing Chapter U. D.

The Lodge of Mark Masters was closed and a Lodge
of Past Masters was opened:

Lem T. Jones, Bob. R. Milam and George W. Milam
for Jacksonville Chapter No. 12 and Earnest A. Morrison
for Southern Pines Chapter No. 61, N. C, were in-
ducted into the O. C. of K. S. in due form, the work be-
ing exemplified by members of Monroe D. Cy

shi
Chapter U. D. WE
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The Lodge of Past Masters was closed and a Lodge
of Most Excellent Masters was opened.

Lem T. Jones, Bob R. Milam, George W. Milam,
George Henry Hill and Hugh J. Grainger for Jackson-
ville Chapter No. 12, and Earnest A. Morrison for South-
ern Pines Chapter, No. 61 N. C., were received and
acknowledged as Most Excellent Masters in due form,
the work being exemplified by members of Hill City
Chapter U. D.

The Lodge of Most Excellent Masters was closed and
a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons was opened.

Lem T. Jones, Bob R. Milam, George W. Milam,
George Henry Hill, Gilbert H. Cantrell, Hugh T. Grainer,
Charles Duggan, Joe. W. Norris, Charles R. Dunwody
and Robert Ashton for Jacksonville Chapter No. 12, P.
J. Looney for Nassau Chapter No. 49, Earnest A. Mor-
rison for Southern Pines Chapter No. 61, N. C., and John
F. Gaylord for Highland Park Chapter No. 160, Michi-
gan were exalted to the August and Sublime degree of
R. A. in due form, the work being exemplified by mem-
bers of Monroe D. Cushing Chapter, U. D.

The Chapter was closed and labor was resumed in the
Grand Chapter.

The motion of Companion Palmer prevailed that
when the Grand Chapter is called from labor to refresh-

ment, it be to resume labor at 10:30 o'clock, A. M., Wed-
nesday.
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IN GRAND CHAPTER

Wednesday, May 18, 10:30, A. M.

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to
labor by the M.".E.".Grand High Priest with officers
and members as at previous session, with prayer by the
Grand Chaplain.

The minutes of the previous session were read and
adopted.

" The Committee on Returns and Credentials made the
following report which was received and adopted :

RETURNS AND CREDENTIALS
To the M..E..Grand Chapter of Florida:

Your Committee on Returns and Credentials fraternally re-
port that the list of Grand Officers and Representatives of the
Constituent Chapters present is correct as furnished by the Grand
Secretary at roll call.

We find Chapters have made correct returns and paid dues in
full within the time limit except Lake Worth Chapter No. 24. They
made their returns, but on account of the bank closing, were un-
able to pay dues, and we recommend that further time be given
them.

We have collected dues as follows: Sarasota No. 35, $6.00;
Arcadia No. 36, $8.00; New Smyrna No. 51, $123.00; making a
total of $137.00 which we have turned over to the Grand Secretary.

There is a balance of $13.00 still due from Walton No. 37,
and we recommend that it be referred to the incoming Grand High
Priest and Grand Secretary for adjustment.

The following Chapters have no representatives present so far:
Chipley No. 23, Walton No. 37, Duval No. 48, Nassau No. 49,
New Smyrna No. 51 and Qrange No. 52.

Fraternally submitted,
Bert L. BLAIR,
GrLenyn E. McKay,
CoLviN PARKER,
Committee.

4—0G. Chap
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The Committee on Finance and Accounts made the
following report which was received and adopted:

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS

To the M.".E.".Grand Chapter of Florida:

Your Committee on Finance and Accounts beg leave to re-
port as follows:

We have examined the books of the Grand Treasurer and
Grand Secretary, and find them correct with a balance on hand of
$18,702.24, distributed as follows:

Cash in Barnett National Bank oo ocmee $11,702.24
Duval Lodge Bonds — e 1,500.00
DCITa}’ Lodge Botids oo e 2,500.00
Grand Lodge Certificate of Indebtedness ———o——oooeeeee 3,000.00

Total covumm e s e o $18,702.24

From which we recommend the following appropriations:

Monument to Past Grand High Priest Irving E. Webster —eee——--

Expenses Foreign Correspondence Committee - —cee- $  400.00
Extra clerical help e 480.00
Grand Treasurer’s Salary oo oo 200.00
Grand Serretary’s: Salary cociesssvossimsnmmmnnms st 1,500.00
Grand Chapter Educational Fund oo o _occeee- 1,000.00
Masonic Home Endowment Fund —eooooeoooccomeemm 1,000.00
Geo. Washington Nat. Memorial ASSO. ——oce—ooocemm-m 200.00
‘Aprons for Grand Chapler — ccacaaaa o o ocacensae 300.00
Pay Roll Attached woccoocvsssississiiiniibvosaatmmans 2,887,70

50 .~ — $7.967.70

Leaving a balance in the hands of the Grand Treasurer of
$10,734.54.

We also recommend that an amount sufficient to defray the
expenses of the first four officers of this Grand Chapter and such
Past Grand High Priests as may be able to attend the General
Grand Chapter at Denver, Colorado, in September, be appropriated,
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and that the Grand High Priest be authorized to draw warrants
to cover such expense, and that the Grand Treasurer be authorized
to pay the same.

We also recommend that the Grand Secretary be authorized to
procure a Past Grand High Priest’s jewel and apron for pre-
sentation to the M. .E..Grand High Priest at our next Grand
Convocation, and that a warrant be drawn to pay for same.

We recommend that the Grand High Priest and the Grand
Secretary be authorized to draw warrants on the General Fund for
the purpose of defraying the necessary expenses of postage, print-
ing, stationery and other incidentals for the use of the Grand High
Priest, Grand Secrctary and Grand Treasurer, and for the ex-
penses of the Grand Chapter officers making official visitations,
and that the Grand Treasurer be authorized to pay the same.

The Committee wish to extend thanks to and appreciation of
valuable services rendered them by our Companions and the Grand
Secretary and Grand Treasurer. :

Fraternally submitted,

H. O. Sxow,
C. C. Sxsow,
J. B. Davis,
Comimittee.
PAY ROLL
Name Mileage Per Diem Total
E. L. Shear, G. H. P. scoeciioaocoioes $11.00 $21.00 $32.00
Cary B. Fish, D. G. H. P, e 25.00 14.00 39.00
R. J. McMaster, G. K. oo 21.20 14.00 35.20
Marcus Endel, G. Treas. ccaemmcmmcccecce cmae 21.00 21.00
W. P. Webster, G. Secretary —ceeeeeeeee —ee 21.00 21.00
John Pasco, G. PS¢ e 14.20 1.4.00 28.20
A. B. Steuart, G. R\ A, C. oo 21.20 14.00 35.20
W. B. Greer, G. M. 3rd Vail oo 18.00 14.00 32.00
C. C. Snow, G. M. 2nd Vail oo . 11.00 1.4.00 25.00
R. P. Buckmaster, G. M. 1st Vail ______ 14.50 14.00 2850
J. W. Capper, Grand Guard —_______. Sxe 14.00 14.00
By B Haskell, PooG He P casressaens 5.50 21.00 26.50
I Be Ralmer; P. G Ho'P coccvcaicca 14.20 21.00 35.20
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Name Mileage Per Diem Total | Name Mileage Per Diem Total
TS Wiltharth, Po G P woeeraae oo L £4.00 14.00 P. S. Thompson, Chapter No. 30 —oeeooo 18.90 14.00 32.00
L.C. Massey, P. G. H. P. oo 14.70 21.00 35.70 R. L. Martin, Chapter No. 31 - 26.50 14.00 40.50
WS Whare. PG I Booawnne oo oo 21.00 21.00 C. W. Davis, Chapter No. 32 ——eeeeo 23.30 14.00 37.30
B0 Snow, Bl B OB oo 21.20 21.00 42.20 C. R. Horne, Chapter No. 33 ———ccceen 15.80 14.00 20.80
R. J. Kishpaugh, P. G. H. P. oo ___ 20.90 21.00 50.00 E. R. Canady, Chapter No. 34 ———————- 13.80 14.00 27 R0
E.L Wirt, P. G. H. P. oo 22.20 21.00 43.20 B. M. Hulse, Chapter No. 35 ——comecea— 23.60 14.00 3;‘60
i: I; Ke:ller, P.GH P oo 2560 14.00 39.66 E. L. Morgan, Chapter No. 30 cccamaee— 28.90 14.00 ;2:90
“". \}.‘z::::' Pf_.' GGI?PP_: *********** I:.?c)) :z jig Chesly Rlc.)berts. Chapter No. 38 ——cceeen 6.50 14.00 20.50
John L. Hall P. G. H. P.. ... . e zr.oo E. H. Wilkerson, Chapter No. 390 ------ 25.00 14.00 39.00
s Ely P. H - e S - ' J. L. Clary, Chapter No. 40 —ceemmmmnen 3180 14.00 45.80
-FYS H ‘:k;?&l“' P.G H. P e 210 21.00 4220 Robt. Sands, Chapter No. 41 —mcceeanee 19.70 14.00 33.70
V{F. S Ia:(l:-ri;,e (dj’hz(t:;zl:tel\rrom: R ]6‘22 ”‘z g?i{; J. N. Chapman, Chapter No. 42 —eee-m—- 22.40 14.00 36.40
B, D. Déw: Chigter No 3 """""""" 7 ”'00 5‘00 A. G. Basch, Chapter No. 43 ——---=--=-- 19.40 14.00 33.40
H. L. Talos Chsgtes ", e j‘r'z" :4'00 25;0 H. R. Byrd, Chapter NO. 44 —-m-------- 1250 1400  26.50
J. B. Dayis, (r:haptcr No. 5' ___:: ------- u.i 1:‘00 25:00 iy M(?rgan, Chapterr i e A = 38.40
T A, Wilkot, ChEBter No. 6o ey w0 9999 O. J. Price, Chapter No. 46 ——--oeor-mm- 20.00 1400 43.90
"""" ! ) 4 ¢ - - Fi 14.00 1.00
J. E. Ramsdell, Chapter No. 7 —omecee__ 1470 1400 2870 A. H. Hinman, Chapter No. 47 ———---- 37.00 4 5
J. A. Peek, Jr., Chapter No. 8 ________ & o1 14.00 30.20 R. V. Lee, Chapter NO. 50 —ommooommmmme 32.30 14.00 46.30
{ L. A. Smith, Chapter No. 0 —————______ 550 14.00 19.50 H. G. Crafton, Hill City U. D, —ccceceue- 21.20 14.00 35.20
Colvin Parker Chapter No. 10 - ________ 16.40 14.00 30.40 R. B. Lovett, M. D. Cushing, U. D. ... 21.20 14.00 35.20
John B. Phelps, Chapter No. 11 —__.___ 30.60 14.00 50.60 Bert L. Blair, Com. R. and C. v 14.7 14.00 28.70
J. D. Kennedy, Chapter No. 12 .o_____. - 14.00 14.00 G. H. Leavitt, Com. D, and B. L. —————- sz 14.00 14.00
A. L. Lucas, Chapter No. I3 —coeoooo___ 10.30 14.00 24.30 R. L. Gillett, Com. D. and B. L. v 21.20 14.00 35.20
Geo. A. Dame, Chapter No. 14 ________ 14.00 14.00 28.00 E. E. Macy, Com. D. and B. L. e —- 14.00 14.00
G. E. McKay, Chapter No. 15 —cceomeee 12.40 14.00 26.40 D. H. Rutter, Com. Memorials —cmeeeeooo 11.00 14.00 25.00
'A. J. Peacock, Chapter No. 16 —_o___.__ 18.00 14.00 32.90 Chester DeRocher, Com. Visitors —o————o —--- 14.00 14.00
H. M. Saunders, Chapter No. 17 coeeeeo 3‘50' 14.00 17.50 Lloyd Head, Act. G. P. Sojourner —_—.. ———- 14.00 14.00
M..C. Walters, Chapter No. 18 .. 24.40 14.00 38.40 Horace L. Tolbert, Degree Team - 21.20 14.00 35.20
EVNB E;;eag;zcr,cl;::s::rwbol'o.zgg ......... fgz 14.22 19.2 Rd]er,t B. Price, Degree Team —o————__ 21.20 14.00 35.20
J. P. H)'mat;, Chapter .Nt;. 22-:::“_“ i;‘zo l:lm "tg."o L. Cumny, PO ST neenn RS = g
W0t T G R e R e e LA T, DR B e 2120 1400 3520
I B. W. Helvenston Chapter No. 25 ______ 210 1.4.00 22.10 W. J. B::nne t Degrcc Tria ————————————— 14.00 14.00
R. P Johnson, Chapter No. 26 ________ 14.20 7.00 21.20 Frank O’Berry, f:gree €A cecemeeam-- 21.20 14.00 35.20
G. W. Scobie, Chapter No. 27 —ooeeoeeen Y400 14.00 e F. R. Hamlett, Degree Team . __._. 21.20 14.00 35.20
J. L. Hoeflich, Chapter No. 28 _______ 24.40 14.00 38.40 F. P. Townsend, Degree Team o—ee---- 21.20 14.00 35.20
W. F. Cook, Chapter No. 20 —ceueee- 20,90 14,60 2. S. C. McConnell, Degree Team —oo-oo_. 21.20 14.00 35.20

P L
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Name Mileage Per Diem Total
V. M. Douglass, Degree Team - 14.00 5
J. L. '‘Ayers, Degree Team ——co—ooooooo- 21.2 14.00
W, M. Russell, Jr., Degree Team ..--- 2I.2 14.00
R. A. Clark, Degree Team ____.oooo_ 21.20 14.00

—

$1,520.70 $1,358.00 $2,887.70

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence made the
following report which was received and adopted :

MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE

To the M.".E.".Grand Chapter of Florida:

” . S5 : 2 - ler
Your Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence having had un¢

consideration the matters pertaining to such subjects @S w

ferred to it in the Grand High Priest's address, renders the
lowing report:

ere res
fol-

{ High

The rulings and decisions granted by the M.".E.".Gran¢ :
- o

Priest, being in harmony with our laws, we recommend  they
approved.
. N : dpiest
We recommend that the acts of the M..E.".Grand High -Pn i
- i i g '1 j
in the matter of amendments to By-laws as contained in WRIE
dress, be approved.

In the matter of dispensations granted, the same being w.thllj
hi.f. power and discretion, are not subject to review by this com
mittee, and are approved.

In reference to the action of the Grand Holy Royal
Chapter of Pennsylvania at its last Convocation, W¢ recomme”t
the adoption of the following:

Whereas, at the last Grand Convocation of
Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania, that body by
eliminated the Degree of Past Master as a pre_requiSitC o
part of Royal Arch Masonry in that Grand JufiSdECtion;
Companion hailing from the Grand Jurisdiction of Pend ed
who has not received the degree of Past Master shall b":_adml
as a visitor in any Royal Arch Chapter in Florida, nor ' -
gible for election to membership by affiliation, unless healed.

Arch
d

the Gl’ﬂ-ud 1‘[?]},
official action
or any
that 00

GRAND CHAPTER OF FLORIDA

Hereafter, if any Royal Arch Companion hailing from the
Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania shall seek to
affiliate in this Grand Jurisdiction and has not received the Past
Master's degree, it shall he necessary that such applicant be healed,
which may be done without charge, by the subordinate Chapter,
if deemed proper so to do.

We recommend that the Grand Secretary be directed to dis-
seminate this edict to each of the subordinate Chapters in this
Grand Jurisdiction.

We recommend that the Grand Secretary send a copy of this
edict to each of our Sister Grand Jurisdictions.

With reference to the Grand Secretary’s request for a new
regulation relative to dues to the Grand Chapter on Emeritus and
Life Members, we recommend the adoption of the following Reg-
ulation:

Sec. 14, of Article 4, as amended in 1924, and Section 1 of
Article 5 of the Constitution only exempt Emeritus (That is, aged
or infirm) members from Grand Chapter dues. The Chapters
shall pay Grand Chapter dues on Life Members the same as on
regular members.

The committee has formulated this regulation in deference to
the request of our Grand Secretar but are of the opinion that
the same was clearly expressed in our former report as adopted
in 1926.

We recommend the repeal of Regulation No. 30, as amended
in 1922, and in lien thereof, the Regulation adopted by the Grand
Chapter in 1926 on page 42, be carried forward and to be known
as Regulation No. 30, to read as follows:

The Grand High Priest shall divide our Grand Jurisdiction
into such a number of Districts as to him may seem desirable
and that he appoint a special Deputy for each of said Districts,
and that he direct each of these special Deputies to investigate, and
use the authority of the Grand High Priest to bring about more
dignified and correct rendition of the ritual and work, and that
they use all proper efforts to increase the interest in Capitular Ma-
sonry in their respective Districts, that they hold sch
struction if necessary, and make annual report to the Gra
Priest.
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_We reclommend the repeal of that portion of the Regulation
designated “Representatives” as appears on page 64 of the 102
Proceedings.

1::1 the matter of the recommendation of the Grand High Priest
relative to open Forum, this opportunity is always present in the
Grand Chapter under the direction of the Grand High Priest or
on motion of any member,
Fraternally submitted,

Marcus ENDEL,

T. S. WILMARTH,

E. E. HASKELL,

T. Picron WARL
D. B. PALMER,
W. V. CARTER,
H, O. Swow,
Joux L. Harr,
R. J. KisapauGH,
Evry P. HusseLL,

E. L. WIrT, '
Committec.

T{po_n motion of the Grand Secretary, Parag_rapf]
No. 7, in Regulation No. 20, entitled “On Memo'rlalss
was transferred and added to Section 21 as appearing oF

page 21 of our Regulations, as recommended by the M. -

E.".Grand High Priest in his annual address.
The following regulations presented by th
Secretary were adopted :

e Gl‘al‘ld

Regulation No. -... Subordinate Chapters may by 2 i
thirds vote at a regular Convocation create as “meritus 3:'1'*3“1be;s-
such members as from old age, infirmity or misfortune, ha\rcll L?c
come incapacitated and unable to pay dues. Such members sha
exempt from the payment of annual dues.

Regulation No. ... Chapters may incorporate 1
laws articles providing for “Life Membership” which d

n theif b)“-
o maot con”
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flict with the payment of dues of the Chapters to the Grand
Chapter. Chapters must pay annual dues to the Grand Chapter on
“Life Members.”

Regulation No.
the Grand Secretary’s
opening of the Annual Convoeation of the Grand Chapter.

The Committee on Propositions and Grievances
stated as nothing had been referred to that Committee

for consideration no report would be made.
The following resolution presented by Past Grand

High Priest Wirt was adopted :

Whereas, The Grand Chapter of Florida has never been hon-
- representation in the General Grand Chapter; and

Whereas, Maost Excellent Companion Henry Oscar Snow, Past
Grand High Priest of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Florida,
by his zeal and labor for the Craft, especially by his efforts in
the promotion of Capitular Masonry in Florida, is eminently qual-
ified to fill an office in the General Grand Chapter, now therefore

Be It Resolved, That the Grand Chapter of Florida fraternally
presents to the General Grand Chapter of the United States of
'‘America, Most Eminent Companion Henry Oscar Snow for fav-
orable consideration and prays for his election to a station in the
General Grand Chapter of the United States.

Be It Further Resolved, That the Florida delegation be in-
structed to use every effort to bring about this much to be de-
sired result.

The Committee on Education made the following
report which was received and adopted :

EDUCATION

To the M.".E.'.Grand High Priest, and Members of the Grand
Chapter of Florida:
Companions:
Your Educational Committee would respectiully report that
inasmuch as there has been a sufficient fund in the Grand Com-
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mandery to provide for the applications, your committee has
deemed it advisable not to draw on the Grand Chapter fund until
it should become necessary, but at the suggestion of those making
the applications, loans to the amount of $200.00 have heen made.

Your committee would further report that the use of the ed-
ucational fund is now being understood throughout the state. and
continuous applications are coming in for the ensuing year.

It is probable that there will be a demand for much more
money than is available in the Grand Commandery fund. Your
committee would therefore recommend that as liberal appropriation
as possible be made from the Grand Chapter treasury to this fund.

The membership of the State have been slow in understanding
the possibilities of the fund, and are now only beginning to real-
ize what can be done.

Fraternally submitted,
W. R. O'NEAL.
C hatrman.

The following telegram was received from the Grand
Matron of the Grand Chapter, Order of the Easternl Star,

and the Grand Secretary was directed to make suitable

reply :

Panama City, Fla, May 18 1927

ood wishes
be ont of
n be 2

The Grand Chapter of Florida sends greetings and g
that this, your FEighty-first Annual Convocation, maYy
profit and pleasure. May the splendid work done by YO
blessing to those who give and those who receive.

AnciE JAMESON MANK,
Grand Matron O. E. 3

The M.".E.".Grand High Priest appointed ComP2Ty
ions J. B. Davis and E. E. Macy as Tellers, and the Gran 5
Chapter proceeded with the annual election of officers
with the following result:

GRAND CHAPTER OF FLORIDA

GRAND OFFICERS ELECTED

Cary B. Fish cccooieeeee ...M.".E.".Grand High Priest.
R. J. McMaster R..E.".D. Gr. High Priest.
Stafford Caldwell R.".E.".Grand King.

John Pasco ..ccceeeeee- ..R.".E.".Grand Scribe:
Marcus Endel -.oooeooerereeee- R W E 7 Grand - Treasurer.
Wilber P. Webster .............R..E.".Grand Secretary.
W. B. Y. Wilkie ..R.".E.".Grand Chaplain,

The High Priest-elect announced the appointment of
the following Grand Officers:

GRAND OFFICERS APPOINTED

Alex. B. Steuart _......cceccene E.".Gr. Capt. of the Host.
W. B. Greer E.".Gr. Prin. Sojourner.
Chester C. SNOW .owcooeceeeenn B " Grand Royal Arch Capt.
R. P. Buckmaster ...............E.".Gr. Master Third Vail
Chas. M. Gruber -..............E.".Gr. Master Second Vail.
Archie Aitchison E.".Gr. Master First Vail.
John W. Capper ......... .E.".Grand Guard.

Past Grand High Priest Massey, assisted by Past
Grand High Priest Hall as Grand Marshal, installed the
following Grand Officers:

INSTALLATION

Cary B. Fish o ..M.".E.".Grand High Priest.
R. J. McMaster ..E.".D. Gr. High Priest.
John Pasco —..reeeweoees e RVES .Grand Scribe,
Alex. B. Steuart E.".Gr. Capt. of the Host.
W. B. Greer E.".Gr. Prin.- Sojourner.
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Chester C. SNow .......cccueeu..n. E.".Gr. Royal Arch Capt.
R. P. Buckmaster ................ E. .Gr. Master Third Vail.
Chas. M. Gruber ......o.......... E.".Gr. Master Second Vail.
Archie Aitchison ................ E.".Gr. Master First Vail.

Stafford Caldwell, R.".E.".Grand King, being absent,
the Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary and Grand Chap-
lain having been re-elected and the Grand Guard re-ap-
pointed, their installation was not necessary at this time.

The M..E.".Grand High Priest requested Past
Grand High Priest Hall to install Companion Caldwell
as Grand King in Jacksonville Chapter No. 12, as soon as
he found it convenient to do so.

~ Past Grand High Priest Snow presented the follow-
ing amendment to the Constitution :

Amend Sec. 15, of Article 1T to read as follows:

_In balloting for Grand Officers, each Chapter represented is
entitled to three (3) votes and each Grand Officer to one (1) vote,
each Past Grand High Priest and Past High Priest of constituent

Chapters present not holding an office in the Grand Chapter, to
one (1) vote.

By order of the M.".E.".Grand High Priest this pro-
Posed amendment to the Constitution was ordered printed
m our proceedings to be brought up for final action at
the next Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter.

The Committee on Ritual made the following report
which was received and adopted :

RITUAL

To the M..E.'.Grand Chapter of Florida:

In the matter referred to the Ritual Committee, we recommend
that in forming the groups preparatory to comumnunicating the Royal
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Arch Word, the wording of the instructions on page 157 of the
Florida Ritual be used in place of the wording now appearing on
page 213 of the ritual.

E. L. WirT,

Jorx L. Hari,

R. J. KisupPAUGH,

Coniniittee.

A Past Grand High Priest’s jewel was presented to
retiring Grand High Priest Shear, Past Grand High
Priest Endel making the presentation.

Upon motion a vote of thanks was extended to Jack-
sonville Chapter No. 12 for the use of the rooms and
dinner provided for the members of the Grand Chapter
and to the ladies of Jacksonville Chapter No. 15, O. E. S,
for the delightful manner in which the dinner was served.

The following resolution of Past Grand Master Endel
was adopted and the Grand Secretary was directed to
send a copy to the new Chapters that exemplified the
work.

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter of Florida in appreciation
of the splendid work as presented by the U. D. Chapters in the
exemplification of the degrees, the thanks of the Grand Chapter
are hereby tendered to these Chapters for the splendid proficiency
shown and commend their examples to the Companions throughout

the Grand Chapter for their emulation.

The M. .E.".Grand High Priest announced the ap-
pointment of the following standing committees :

CORRESPONDENCE

Ely P. Hubbell,
John L. Hall, Louis C.-Massey.
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PRINTING

W. P. Webster,
R. J. McMaster, Marcus Endel.

MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE

All Past Grand High Priests.

EDUCATION

Wm. R. O’Neal,

John L. Hall, T. T. Todd.
MEMORIALS
D. H. Rutter,
Ely P. Hubbell, John Pasco.
INVESTMENT
Louis C. Massey, Erle L. Wirt,
RITUAL

Erle L. Wirt,

John L. Hall, R. J. Kishpaugh.

TRIENNIAL

Cary B. Fish,

H. O. Snow, R. J. McMaster.
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No further business appearing the foregoing minutes
were read and adopted.

The Grand Chapter was closed in ample form with
prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

Cary B. FisH,
Grand High Priest.

Attest :

Crrri=

Grand Secretary.




To the HMemory of
Companiong of

Qur Furigdiction

T Ho babe passed atwapy during the pear 1926
These pages are fraternally dedicated

Name Lodge £ Date of Death

W. H. Chancey ----Florida ——--Jan. 16, 1026
C. W. Monroe Florida I ——--Apr. 27, 1926
John B. Moffatt ___Florida ____June 29, 1926
George S. Waldo _.-Gainesville ——=-July =29, 1026
George N. Benjamin Tampa ___JAug., 7, 1926
Charles H. Gale ___Tampa 3 ——--Aug. 3I, 1026
William E. Linton _-_-Tampa ——--Nov. 1926
Fred W. Queripel _-Tampa ——--Mch. 1926
Henry E. Snow ---.-Tampa 3 -—--Oct. 1926
J. 1. Westmoreland _Tampa 3 -—--Mch. 1026
George W. Balch _._Halifax ———-Sept. 1026
James C. Conn Halifax ~-~-Feb. 1026
Sumner H. Gove _--Halifax cemcOet 1026
James A. Hamilton -Halifax 6. , 1020
Fred J. Jones Halifax 5 __._Nov. 7, 1926
Frank A. Parker ___Halifax —___May =21, 1026
Gus Eitzen -----——_-Mt. Horeb ——--Sept. 1926
J. D. Miller Horeb ———-Nov. 1026
Wm. W. Watson __Mt. Horeb ——-=Aug. 1026
Edw. F. Wicks _____Mt. Horeb —~—-Beb. 1926
John N. Bradshaw -Eureka ———-Jan. 17, 1026
Perry L. Holland __Eureka ———-June 7, 1026
Adrian A. Holmes _Eureka ee—_May , 1026
Sam A. Johnson ___Eureka - ----Nov. , 1020
Sexton Johnson -—-_Eureka oo 7 ~o-f Apr. , 1026
Chas. M. Mallett ST e L) . o [+ E—— -——-Aug. , 1026
John W. Page ——-—-- Eureka -———Apr. 18, 1926
Earl L. Paddock ---FEureka oo 7 ! Aug. , 1026

Chas. E. Anderson --Putnam -——-May , 1026
H. Clay Stanford __Kissimmee ———_Dec. , 1026
Frank W. Chapman -Jericho ———————- II =—e-Det, , 1026

Jacob Feuer Jericho - 11 e 1026
Asbury J. Legg —___Jacksonville —__. 12 ____Feb. 1926

Jos. H. Burroughs _Jacksonville —___ 12 ——July , 1026

5—G. Chap




Name Lodge No.
Stuart B. Rogers -_Jacksonville ____ 12
Marcus Conant ....Jacksonville __.__ 12
James W. Butler ___Jacksonville ____ 12
Martin C. Foster .-Jacksonville ____ 12
James R. Bean ___Jacksonville ____ 12
A B Gelg waaacee Ocalg coccscazas 13
R. L. Martin —_____ (ealyy = = 13
AIBEEE €. Harris: . b)eall veeswammas 13
J. E. Gastop seuer - Oeala acscasuess 13
Alford Lilja Monroe o ____ 15
Thomas J. Baker ..-Plant City ... 16
F. C. Buell ________ St. Augustine __ 17
Robert R. Scott ___St. Augustine __ 17
Harry M. Snow __-_5t. Augustine __ 17
J. Ed. Walton ... St. Augustine __ 17
W O Wettlés oo Lake Butler —__. 19
Geo. Peter Gates ___Keystone _______ 20
Josiah W. Keel ____Thomas Brown _ 2z
Francis M. Long ___Thomas Brown _ 22
John Logan _______ Thomas Brown _ 22
Wm. J. Parker —.___ Thomas Brown _ 22
M. A. Waldo ______ Thomas Brown _ 2z
Jos. W. Sapp ____._ Chipley oo....__ 23
Thos. E. Burns ____Lake Worth ___ 24
John M. Cash ______ Lake Worth ___ 24
Wesley V. Jones ___Lake Worth ___ 24
Edwin R. Willis ___Lake Worth ___ 24
James E. PenningtonLive Qak ______ 25
Grover C. Brinson _Live QOak ______ 25
Charles F. Ryan ___Live Oak ______ 25
John Schneider ____Indian River ___ 27
Arthur M. Cook weuuJOpPil cocvnmca 28
Thos. J. Appleyard _Lakeland _______ 20
Leon O, Cason ——-_. Lakeland aveeo__ 29
John W. Mahaffey _Gadsden _______._ 30
John 1. Bondeman __St. Petershurg _ 31
Geo. S. Blackburn _St. Petersburg _ 31
E. A. Converse oo St. Petersburg - 31
J. L. Martin ———____ St. Petersburg - 31
P. H. Sparks ____.__St. Petersburg _ 31
Ti P Tvey concacccs Jackson: wacasiws 32
Joseph Wiggins ——__Eustis ——________ 33
Robert 1. Fox ————-- Leesburg eeeee—o 34
William McFarland_-Sarasota ———o__ 35
Peter W. Strader __Sarasota —_—____ 35
James N. McLean _Walton ———_____ 37

Date of Death

..... Aug.
——--Sept.

=0t
eeeOct.
———-Oect.
——aoJan.
——--Feb.

v BEDE.
——==Nov.

N ) 0,

————July

_____ Aug.

——e-May

szl
—---Dec.

———-Mch.

cmneLJEC

s EP L
———-Aug.

——==July

————Sept.

—e—-June
—===Oct.
::::]an_
—Jan,
SEEEREY T

~-===Aug.

———-Jamn.
PSR 11,1
soao]am

eem=Nov.

——_July

I a2

e ADE.
——Apr.

ce——oept.

cemAug,
—e—-Mch.

Ry 44

—---Aug.

S D

———-Nov.

16,
:ii
8,

11,

27,
3

19,

30,

1926
1926
1026
1926
1026
1926
1026
1026
1926
1926
1920

. 1026

1926
1920
1925
1926
1926
1926
1924
1926
1026
1026
1926
1926
1026
10926
1926
1920
1926
1920
Igzg
192

1920
1926
1020
1926
1926
1926
1920
1926
1920
1920
1926

Name Lodge No.
Willie S. Talbott —_-Walton —cceee—o 37
J. B. Blackwell ___.Bay County ____ 30
L. B. Curtain ~ceee-o Bay County ____ 39
B T Eove coauscas: Bay County ---- 39
W. H. Phillips - Bay County -___ 30
L Jo Rosercususagss Bay County --—- 39
George W. Adams __Highlands oo~ 42
George . Smith ___Highlands . 42
Walter Lee Crews -Highlands .- 42
W. W, M. Hill c.co.Clearwater —.o.. 45
Wm. W. Cunningham Dade -——_______ 47
Andrew J. Kapperud Duval oo 48
David B. Newsome_Nassau ——————___ 40
Jackson D. Ogilvie -Nassau cceeeeme- 49
Walter O. Sheppard Poinciana —----- 50
David W. Disbennett New Smyrna ___ 5I
Thos. J. Harvey --.New Smyrna --- 5T

=]

(7

Date of Death

———-June
B A
———-Dec.
I 2
sz Marpy
IS 3 .
geecJuly
———-Aug,

____Feb,

5‘
19,
9,
20,

25,

1926
1926
1923
1025
1920
1926
1926
1026
1926
1026
1926
1026
1026
1926
1026
1926
1020




OFFICERS

OF THE

General Grand Chapter
1924-1927

John Albert Blake . ____ e General Grand High Priest
207 Masonic Temple, Boston, Mass.

Henry DeWitt Hamilton —.o.__ Deputy General Grand High Priest
258 Broadway, New Yorlk, N. VY.

Charles Clark Davis . _____ General Grand King

213 S. Poplar St., Centralia, Illinois

Leon Tony Leach ____.__ A ___ General Grand Scribe
p 424 N. Tllinois St., Indianapolis, Ind.
- Gustav Adﬁlph Eitel _ oo General Grand Treasurer
Masonic Temple, Baltimore, Md.
Charles Arthur Conover - mmemeeeoe General Grand Secretary

05 W. Chicago St., Coldwater, Mich.
John William Nelson -----—_. General Grand Captain of the Host
Concordia, Kansas

Wm., T. S, O'Hara oo General Grand Principal Sojourner
742 Nicholas Bldg., Toledo, Ohio I
Mattison Boyd Jones —-————___ General Grand Royal Arch Captain

522 Citizen’s National Bank Bldg., Los Angeles, Calif. )
John Huske Anderson —ooeeo——_ - General Grand Master Third Vail
TFayetteville, North Carolina

George Allison Holland ——--—- General Grand Master Second Vail
Lexington, Kentucky : |
William Edward Goff ———_______ General Grand Master First Vail '

12 W. Main St., Battle Creek, Mich.

THE NEXT TRIENNIAL

Will be held in 1927, in the City of Denver, Colorado, Sep-
tember 28-30, 1027.

68

GRAND SECRETARIES.

STATE

NAME

ADDRESS

General Grand Chapter-
Alabama
PR | o]} o 4: R ———
AriZONa ce e
ATHANSAS e
British Columbia ——ea-

Californla
Canadf e
ColOTAd0 mcrcccmm————
“onnecticut
B EL) E R N ——
District of Columbia__-
England ccccoceamea- —

I1daN0 mo e
Illinois
Indiana vanacinanias
Iowa ——-o
Ireland --
FEHDBRE . e s i
Kentucky
Loulsiana
S S O
Manitoba ___________.
Maryland ——ceee- =
Massachusetts -
Michigan ————aa-
Minnesota —————
Mlsslissippl _————__ AT
Missour] ammmccama—cmaa=
Montanf mcccccemmmma=-
Nebraska —ecccommmeca-
Nevada
New Brunswilck —ee—--
New Hampshire ——___-
New Jersey ———cemeeeeo
New Mexlcdo —commmeeaa
New South Wales ____
New York ———-————————
New Zealand ———cecmcaa-

North Carolin® ———e————
North Dakota ————a—we=
Wova Secotla ——e———eee e
Ohlo e
OklahOomMa  cmce—— e |
OTEEON mmem——————————

Pennsylvanla ——————-

Quebee am-em—m—-- e
R hode Island ——--—----=
Saskatchewan —---- e
Scotland ---=——=—-=

South Carolina
South Dakota -——-
TEANCESEE ———m===———==
TexXad —m———————==
Ttah ——-
Vermont
Victoria

Virginia ——cceme—mem———
Washington ——-—————---

YWestern Australila -
West Virginla —ceeee-—-

Wigconsin —c————
Wyoming —ccecmmm—————

Chartes A, Conover—...
Geo, A. Beauchamp....
Clifford R, Wentzel ___
George J. RosKruge-—__
John C. Bone___.______
J. W. Prescott —emeeoo__

Thomas A. Davies_____
Henry T. Smitheeeaa
wm, W. COOPEr —meeeo -
George A. Kles e

John W. Macklem ___
J. Claude Xeiper ____
P, Colville Smith —.___
B, A. McHan -
Edward H. Way _____
J. EBE. Jeffe¥8 aveae_. 4
Robert A. Woods -
0. I'. Graves —eee-o s
H. E. Flavelle.______
A, K. WiSODm s
G. Allison Holland ae--
John A. Davilla

_|charles B. Davis_____

H. ¥F. Moulden ____._._
Gustav A, Bitel . __
Frederick T. Comee -
Chas, A. CoNOVEl—me——-

_|{John Flshel ——_______

Edward L. Faucette --
Ray V. Denslow —ce—--
Luther T. Hauberg —-—-
Lewis E. Smith cecaeea

J. Twining Hartt—_.____
Harry M. Chenéy_-——--
Abram A. Reger .-
Alpheus A. Keen ..
. R. Hutchison —_—_
Charles C. Hunt
Chas., W. Nielsen -—-—--

John B, Griggs —acevee-
Walter L. Stockwell _
Brenton . Portelraoe.-
Edwin Hagenbuchaao——-
James A. Scoll —eeeeen
D. Rufus Cheney .__

Joseph E. Quimby ___
W. W. Willlamson ___
Willlam R. Greene..—
F. B. Rellly —cecemma-

Geo. A. Howell ______

Stith M. Calbeaceameeeo
T. M. Bartley-- ke
Wwalter Danilels - -
H H. ROBSamm e
John E. Kennedy ———--

J. Gus Hankingaacae—--
Henry L. Kennan -----

John C. Strickland —--
George M, Ford_______

william W. Perry —————
Richard H, Repath ——-.
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Coldwater, Mich.

|Montgomery.

Calgary, 809 914 St, NW

Tucson,

Batesville.

Vancouver, 603 Has-
tings St. W.

San Francisco.

Toronto, Temple Bldg.

Denver,

Hartford.

Wilmington, Box 94

Washington,

London,

Macon

Boise, Box 1203.

Springfield, Box 438.

Princeton.

Harlan.

Dublin.

Topeka,

Lexington.

New Orleans,

Portland.

Winnipeg, 171 Market St

Baltimore,

Boston, Masonic Temple.

Coldwater.

St, Paul.

Meridian.

Trenton.

Helena, Box §96.

Omaha, Mas. Temple.

St. Johns.
Concord.
Somerville.
Albuguerque.
Sydney, 32 Elizabeth St
Masonle Temple, N. Y.
wellington, Box 236,
G. P. O.
Elizanbeth Clity.
Fargo,
Truro.
Urbana,
Muskogee FPhoenix Bldg:
Portland,
Multnomah Hotel.
Philadelphia,
Montreal, Box 3172,
Providence.
Regina, 312 Westman
Chambers,
Edinburgh, 76 Queen St.
Columbia.
Sioux Imalls,
Nashville.
Waoco,
Salt Lake City.
Burlington.
Melbourne, Cromwell
Bldg, 366 A, Bourke St
Richmond, Box 542,
Spokane,
412 Hyde Blde.
Perth, W. A.
7 Warwick House.
Wheeling.
Milwaukee,
Cheyenne, Box §16.
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GRAND REPRESENTATIVES

OF FLORIDA IN OTHER
GRAND JURISDICTIONS

GRAND

CHAFPTERS JURISDICTIONS

OF OTHER GRAND
IN FLORIDA

Robert T. Ward, Dadeville

Stephen Y. Taylor, Calgary ——--- Alberta ——--
Louis Lee Steward, Phoenix ——--. AriZonad aa-o

Geo. H. Parsons, Favetteville —__.|Arkansas —_____
Walter Bews, New Westminister .|British Columbia -
Clark H. Shaw, Long Beach California _____
James H. Cowan, Galt _______ Canada ——_______|

John Stroehle, Black Hawk

Wm. K. Wilson, So. Norwalk' ——--
Leslie W. Stout, Wilmington
Geo. R. Davis, Washington —-____.
Wm. A, Sims, Atlanta .
Edgar J. Finch, Twin Falls
Wm., B. Carlock,

_—————Alabama

-|Colorado

JGeorgia

Connecticut
Delaware
Dist, of Columbi

Idaho

Bloomington —_.|Illincis -~ s
Donald J Pickett, Greenfield .._|Indiana -
A. D. Meeker, Marshalltown ——__. Iowa ——aa
Joseph . McMullen, Great Bend _[Kansas
Virgil P. 8mith, Somerset —meee—-- Kentucky
E. W. Driebholtz, New Orleans --.|Louisiana -
Orin W. Ripley, So. Montville, ___|Maine ———--=
James Duthie, Hartney ——--——-—-|Manitoba -
L. D. Gassaway, Annapolis ______. Marviand ———---

Enoch G. Best, Greenfield

Herbert E. Blair, Minneapcalis
R. W, Hinton, Jr., Lumberton —--.

Mississippi
C. C. Wood, St. Louis e _.|Missouri —acae
Carlisle 5, Kenyon, Bozeman -.-.|Montana —-
Walter L. Spear, Geneva _______._. Nebraska —_

David 8. Ward, Goldfield —_-
Guy J. Gabel, Woodstock ——————--
Chag, L. Wentworth, Rochester -.
Wm. Herbert Lowe, Patterson
Wm. C. Wright, New York
Wm. Thompson Philpot, Lithgow
Geo, G. Bullock, Wanganui
Wm, C., Brown, Winston-Salem -—.
Otto Hennings, Dickinson ———___—.
W. P. Doull, Charleastawn, P. E. L.
Ernest B. Brown, Cleveland

Stanley C. Twler, Guvmore —_.____ 0
L. V. Roake, Qregon City ——eee——. O
Wm. F. Goodwin, Philadelphia
A, G, Adames, Westmount
Stephen Magown, Woonsocket

-|P

Nevada

Nova Scotia —--=

—————|Quebhec

———.|Rhode Island
Geo. N. Langlands, Edinburg ___..|Scotland

_______ Massachusetts ___
Jas., H. Thompson, Oldsmar, Fla. .Michigan

-—-|Minnesota

ennsylvania —-

—-|R, J. Kishpaugh, W. Palm Beach.
~|James M. Willison, Kissimmee.
-|T. G. Hutchinson, Jacksonville.

e Warner T, Hamm, Palatka,
E, L. Wirt, Bartow.

——_|Wm. 8. Ware, Jacksonville.
Chester DeRocher, Bradenton.

mmmmemm—e| B ©. Webb, Ocala.
e |Wm. 8. Ware, Jacksonville,
_________ W. P. Webster, Jacksonville,

a -

__________ E, E. Macy, Eau Gallle.
---|R. M. Oglesby, Bartow.

—_.|C. H. Ketchum, Key West.

_____ T. T. Todd, Pensacola.

W. V, Carter, Daytona.

__________ Alex B. Steuart, Tamba.

--|E. L. Shear, Daytona.
__lJohn Pasco, Monticello.
Elmer E. Haskell, Palatka.
JR. L. Gillett, Tampa.
JHenry 0. Snow, Tampa.
_|Walter J. Bennett, Tampa.

_________ F. Wm. Schultz, Sarasota.
________ C. T.. Benediet, Miaml
________ D. B. Palmer, Monticello.

Cary B. Fish, Bradenton.
_|Stephen E. Gregory, Jacksonville,
Robert McClellan, Galnesville,

___________ John J. Jones, Micanapy.
New Brunswick -
New Hampshire
——-IWew Jersey

_|B. 1.. Wiederkehr, Ft. Myers,
_|wm. R. O'Neal, Orlando.

- _l|lcharies H. Ketchum, Key West.
————|New York —----
New

Marcus Endel, Jacksonville,

South Wales [John D. Grether, Jacksonville,
—_———— New Zealand —--

_IMax Sirkin, W. Palm Beach.

North Carolina ---{John 1.. Hall, Jacksonville.
North Dakota —---|R. J. MeMaster, Tampa.
? “IT. Pieton Warlow, Orlando.

Ohio cmeemem—m _|mi1y P. Hubbell, Bradenton,
klahoma W. B. Greer, Quincy.
regon ————————==- ¥. H. Thompson, Lakeland.

_|L.ouis C. Massey, Orlando.
wW. B. Y. Wilkie, Dunedin.

..... W, P. McKee, Eustls.

_________ S. L. Chapman, Hele;.
Wm. J, Smith, Shaunavon _____ Saskatchewan —---|H. L. ghaeffer, Leesburg
Hobert T. Goodale, Camden —___.| South Carolina ---|James F, Miller, In}rargess.
John ¥. Schrader, Rapid City —_-./South Dakotf ——-- Wwm. R. O'Neal, Orlando.
Walter B. Bell, Dells

D. C, McCord, Dallas

e |Tennessee

____________ Texas

David R. Beebe, Provo —o... Ttah ==

Rufus W. Spear, Newport ___ |Vvermont

Baron Marks, Melbourne ____ |Wictoria

Elmer D. Hanes, Norfolk —_- —.|Virginia ————-- et

Wm. H. Wllert, Seattle

Harold Waldby, Claremont
o

---------- wWashington —--—--
______ w. Australla —-=--

Nadenbousch, Martinsburg_.|West Virginia ----
W. .

Owen, Steven’s Point

—————— Wigconsin ————--=-

Homer E. Zorn, Greybull

______ Wyoming ————=—--—

________ Frank B. Stoneman, Miami.
____________ R. I’. Buckmaster, Orlando.

J. J. Torrey, Jacksonville,
1.. E. Webster, Gainesville.
|Tohn 1. Hall, Jacksonville.
stafford Caldwell, Miami.
stafford Caldwell, Miami.
John Pasco, Montleello.
Geo., J. Tolson, Lakeland.
Geo, A. Dame, Inverness,
John Pasco, Monticello,
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STATISTICS
\ | el |
| ol - !
L (T al= 2
CHAPTERS 24 [ 8] o ol e O
AL EIELE AR
sle” 12 |g] 2| < =1§|515 | 2|52
Eleglz el =] = | SlEl all o|ag
zled|e|B|El 2 2| E|5|E 12| 2|28e
ZiAd |2 el |2|Rlx|z lrs o | i
Florlda, oo 1] 200| 21] 3| o] 222] 3 o7l 0] ol o] oo i
Gainesville _ 2| 209 6| 2| 5| 221) 1\ 2l 18] o] of o] zoo |
Tamps ———-_ 3| 483| 85| 0| 14| 582| 6| 5| :‘ o nl 0] 569
St. Johns —-—.- 4] 93] 40| 1| 6} 140] o] 1] 3] o] of o0f13 |
FHAUFAR mmmmmmmmmme e 5| 268 40| o ul 310| 6] 5| 16| 0 o 5| 283 i
Mt., Horeb . __-_ 6l 196 T| 2| 2| 06| 4] 1| 14| o o| 0| 187
EureMa ——--—- 7{ 335| 29| 0| 13] 377| 8| 47 3] o] o] o] 319 |
Dade City - s ea] o] 1| of s64] o] of 10| o {!l 0| 54
Putnam ____ 9] 148] 12| 2| 2| 164] 121 3| 5| o 1| o} 154 I
Kissimmee 10} 110| 11| o] 1| 122 1} 4} 1| o] of o] 116 |
Jericho ———__ 111 370f 48] o] 16| 434] 4} 1| o] 1| 0| 4| 42 |
Jacksonville 2| 645 36) 5] 4| evo] 71 3] 9f o] o] 4] 671 |
Ocala - .. 13| 141 24| 0] 5| 170[ 4] 1| 2| ©of o] 0] 163 !
Inverness _____ 141 541 31 6| 2| ¢s| of 11 7| o] of 0 58 |
Monroe oo 15| 213| 13| 1| 2{ 220 1 of 3| o 1| 2| 220
Plant City ____ -| 16| 101] 11} o ol 112] 1} o 3] 1f o] o] 109
Bt. Augustine ... -| 171 181 5| o 2 188 4] 1| 12] o]l of of 172
Manatee River _ -=| 18] 183f 27| o 2\ 212 1] 2| e ©of 0] 0] 203
Lake Butler ... --| 18] &7 o 1| ol s8] 1| of 1| of o 0] &6
Keystone _______ -~ 20} 102} 27| o| 2| 131 1| o o o| o of 130 |
Thomas Brown —.—____| 22| 248] 17| o| 2| 288 5| 1| 14| o] o o] 248 |
Chipley e 23] s8] of o o as 1] o] of of of 0o ob
Lake Worth __________| 24| 2345| 27| 1| 4| 377 4] 1| 4| o] of o] 368
Live Dak __.__ -| 25| 402| 13| 3 40 4221 31 | a0l o of o] 364
Jefferson oo —| 261 105| 4] 1| of 110/ o] 3| o] o] o of 107
Indlan RIVEr .cmeacm-a- 27| 239] 26| 2| 31 2701 1 2‘ 13| o] 0] 0] 264 |
JOPDA o 281 1221 9] o] 3] 134f 1| o n[ o o[ o] 133 !
Lakeland ____. e 20| 212| 23] 1| 4| 240] 2| 1| 2| o of o] 234
HAARAER cmmmmmmms 30| 173] s®] o| 2| 180l 1] 1} &l o of of 173
31} 421] 25| 1 3\ 460 5| 4] 2| o] 0] o] 449 |
Jackson 32| 191} 3| 2| 1f 197 1| 2| @8 of of o 185
Bustis .. 33| 79| 8 o] 2| s8] 1] o] of o] 0] 0| 88
Leesburg -| 34} 120| 14] o| o] 134] 1] 1| o] of 0] 2| 132
Sarasota -] 35| 116] 38] 2| 4| 160| 2| o] 2| of of ol 156
Arcadia -l 36l 94] of 1| o[ 95 o o] o o o] o 95
Walton —__—— -| 37| 64] o] 4] of es| =2 1 22} of o] 0] 43
Providence ____________ as| a7 7| o] of 104] of 1| 21f o] of o 82
Bay County -_ -| 39] 189] 6] o| o] 195 s| 3| 43| 0] 0of 0| 144
Crestview ... --| 40] 95| 7| 2| o] yo4f of 1| & o] of o] o7 |
Winter Haven | 41} 151} 26| of 4f 181 of 2| 11| ¢ o 0] 168
Highlands ____ | 42| 98] 14| 3| 2] 117| 3| of of of of o] 114
Unlon _______ == snl 66/ 3] of 2} 71| o 1| of of o] of 70
O e TR ——| 44] &9y 18| o[ 2| 9ol of 4| o] a| o] o] 86
CleaTwater ——-——e——o ——-| 45] 90)j 16} 2| 1] 109f{ 1| o] o o of 0| 108
Okeechobee .. -] 46] 48] 4] o of 491 o o of o o o 49 |
DRAE cemrme=—= _| 47| 78| 18] o] o 6 1| of 1| o of of 94
Duval . 48| 70| 10| o[ of sof 1| 1] of of o 1} 78 |
MNassaa —._— 49 61| 2 1\, 1] 65] 2| of o] o of o] 63
Poinciana __________ 50| 79| 9 0] 1 =8| 1} 1| of of of 1 87
New Smyrna ——cceceeea 51| 111] & of 4| 121 2| o of o] of of 119
Orange ————--—- 52| 32] of o] 2 34] o o o] of o of 34
Delray v cmene—ce——a| 53| | 81 0] 28 27| 0| of of o o] of 27
Monroe D. Cushing --.| 54| --| 22| 0] 22 44] o o o] o 0] o] 44
Hill Citv comemeeeeoo-.| 56} -] 43] o] 9| 52| of of o o of o 52
| |8480|887| 48|181]|9696(100]116)388| 2| 2| 17|9038
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SUMMARY
X1t ed o e e e e S B3T
Reinstated _____ s = % 43
Affiliated oo __ e g S e o g e e i e 18:%
Died .. o iy e 100
Dimitted o e 5 I L
Suspended for non-payment Of QUAS oo 330
Suspended for un-Mosonic conduct R 2
Hxpelled s FETIRG = ———— 2
Redeoved oL A e T PR R G 17
Preaent Membership oo oo e 8038
INEE, CTRUNTE. oo i oo o )y e o i et 558
Members Chapter Chartered, not Dimitted from former Chapter ____ 38
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DIRECTORY OF CHAPTERS

CHAPTER LOCATION TIME OF MEETING
Florida ameceeea-| LTallahasses —meeeo--| Second Monday.
Galnesville ——___ | 2]lGalnesville —aooe_ First and Third Friday.
THEIDR  wimin i BATAMPA —ccceceee=—=|First and Third Thuraday.
Bt, JohNB eeecee-| 4|Deland ececcmcamae- rhird Friday.
HalifaY wmeccceam B|Davionh —eeee—emea- Seennd Thursday.
Mount Horeb ---| 6/Pensacola __ cond Monday.
Eureka ———————__| T|Orlando ___ Firgt and Third Monday.
Dade CIty —eee-- $|Dade City —eeeeee—| ISecond and Fourth Monday,
Putnam _______ S\Palatka o Second and Fourth Monday.
Kissimmee ——----|10|Kissimmee —cceeea. |second and Fourth Monday.
Jericho —————___|11|Miami _____________|second and Fourth Fridays,
Jacksonville ao.-|12{Jacksonville eeeee--|Second and Fourth Thursday,
Oeala  ceceeceaan|13|0cala  aeevicaceee_lFpurth Friday.
Inverness ——-—__-|14|Inverness ——-ee—e__.|Fourth Monday.
MONT08 me-eeeena|15(8anford —eeeceeeee--|[Second and TFourth Tuesdays,
Plant CIty eceue- 16Plant Clty ——————___

Jecond Fridaw.
Second and Fourth Tuesdays,

5t. Augustine ___|17|8t. Augustine
Manatee River --|1B|Bradenton

_________ Second Tuesday.
Lake Butler —_--|19Lake Butler —--—._.| First Thuraday,
Keystone —mem——. 20|Ft. Lauderdale —.__|first and Third Friday,
Thomas Brown--|22|Bartow ____._____ |Second and Fourth Friday.
%hlkpwgw T 22?‘ Chipley ______ -==|Thira Monday.

ake orth .- W.'eut Falm Beach..|pirst and Third Mondays.
Live Oak — ___|26|Live OB mesmeeee o|ocoond  Tharsday.

Jefferson ————.__ 26 Monticello . ____ —|First Monday.

Tndian River —--|2MTitusville eee_______\phirq Wednesday.

JODPAE cmmmmmm——— 28|Fort Plerce —...____| First Friday.

Lakeland —-—_—-__|2%Lakeland -—-—_____ |Second and Fourth Wednesday,
Gadsden occeeaa- 30Quiney —___________lrhira Monday.

8t. Patersburg --|31|St. Petersburg _____|First and Third Thursday,
Jackson acee-e--|33|Marianna 2econd and Fourth Thursday.
Bustis oo __ |33 Bustls ____._____ |Third Tuesday.

Leesburg —meee--|34|Leesburg Second Tuesday.

Sarasota __ 36|Sarasota ——.________|Second and Fourth Tuesday.
Arcadla - 36lArcadia oo Tirst Friday

Walton ————_____|37/DeFunlak Springs -|Second Thursday.

Providence _____ 38|Lake Clty ————_____ First Friday.

Bay County -_.._|39%| Panama CltY e Second and Fourth Wednesday.
Crestview ._.___ 40{ CTestVIew acmceeae. Second Tuesday.

Winter Haven --|41| Winter Haven -——--- Second and Fourth Monday,
Highlands __.__.__[42|Avon Park ________ Second Mondaoy.

Union - o___|43|Melbourne —ceeeee__|Third and TFifth Wednesday.
POITY oo L L1035 o . — -—-|Second and Tourth Mondays.
Clearwater .. d5|Clearwater ——-eoe—eo 2eeond and Fourth Friday.
Okeechobea _____ 46|0Keechobee —_______ 1st and Third Mondavs.
Dade coccaonouid 47|Homestead . __ Second and Fourth Fridays.
Duval ___ 48|South Jacksonville - Tirst and Third Friday.
Nassaul —-em-ee-- |[4¢|Fernandina oo First and Third Tuesday.
Poineiana ______ \EBF‘OH. Myers ______. Second and Fourth Monday.
New Smyrna .__|61|New Smyrna ____.lecond Friday.

OTBNEE —ceeanam- §2|Winter Garden —-—_|Second and Fourth Mondays.
Delray e 53| Delray

M

. D. Cushing _|54|Tampa

Hil City ______ |6 | Brooksville

Chapters Chartered

May 18, 1927

DELRAY CHAPTER NO. 53
DEeLrRAY, PaLMm Beace CountTy

Brennan, W. A, H. P.

........ Black Hills No. 25, So. Dak.
C_urrier, Lewis W., K. oo Lake Worth No. 24, Fla.
Sinks, Irwin J., S, ... Lake Worth No. 24, Fla.
Adams, Archer J. .. Lake Worth No 24, Fla.
Bache, Harold F; .......... _Mbnroe No. 15, Fla.
Breeze, Harry ... . .Lake Worth No. 24, Fla.
Brenk, J. A. ... YRS Lake Worth No. 24, Fla.
-E\fans, Jamies B, ... Lake Worth No. 24, Fla.
Hicks, Raymond G. Lake Worth No. 24, Fla.
Johnson, Lysle W. Jacksonville No. 12, Fla.
McMullen, Charles E.

McSwain, C. M.

--e-e-.- Montrose No. 25, Col.

wain, C. M. . Vidalia No. 137, Ga.
Milliken, Andy ... Lake Worth No. 24, Fla.
Mussle, Emil J. ... Lake Worth No. 24, Fla.
Needham, Mahlon i I --.-Brunswick No. 66, Ga.
Newton, Daniel R, ... Lake Worth No. 24, Fla.
Sundy, John S Lake Worth No. 24, Fla.
Webb, William J. . Lake Worth No. 24, Fla.
Jordan, Garret L. . Delray U. D.

Lawson, Ri Ci oo, Delray U. D.

Tee, Robert E, ... Delray U. D.

schnoble, P.Boeee Delray U. D.

Tuchman, S. Joe ... ...Delray U. D.
Weinerman, M. N. Delray U. D.

79



80 CHAPTERS CHARTERED

Wiggins, Charles B. .........Delray U. D.
WSS, B Lo coonmsssnsnnn Delray U. D.
Zeder, H. Haild _..cceeeees Delray U. D.
Gibbs, David, P. M. cceeeeeeee Delray U. D.

MONROE D. CUSHING CHAPTER NO. 54

Tampa, Hicrssoro COUNTY

Lovett, Richard B., H. P. ..Tampa No. 3, Fla.

OiBerry, Frank, K. ..........Tampa No. 3, Fla.
Vanborssum, Henry A., S. .. Tampa No. 3, Fla.
Bagley. B Wi Tampa No. 3, Fla.
Clarkson, Charles T. .......... Tampa No. 3, Fla.
Connor, A. Wayne ............ Tampa No. 3, Fla.
DOTeua, Ioseph T S e Tampa No. 3 Fla.
Douglas, Victor M. ........... Tampa No. 3, Fla.
GOU1d; Ralph ] ___________________ Tan]pa No. 3. Fla-
Hill, Jesse E. .....ooo.......... Tampa No. 3, Fla.
Hiers, Lather M., s Tampa No. 3, Fla.
Leasure, Hiram H. ............Tampa No. 3, Fla.
McConnell, Samuel C. ........Tampa No. 3, Fla.

McPherson, Kenneth G. ......Tampa No. 3, Fla.
Mueller, Herman E. ............Tampa No. 3, Fla

Northup, Edward L. .........Providence No. “1. R. L
Phelps, Colonel A. ....oceoeee Tampa No. 3, Fla.

Frice, Robert B, coreemeen Tampa No. 3, Fla.
Sutton, Elam S. oooooeiceemeenes Tampa No. 3, Fla.
Tolbert, Horace L. ..cccconiene- Tampa No. 3, Fla.
Townsend, Frank P. —eeeeee Tampa No. 3, Fla.
Weber, Howard S. —oceceeeee Tampa No. 3, F'ia.
Anderson, Harry .. Monroe D. Cushing U. D.
Barrett, John O. ....cccceeeee.. Monroe D. Cushing U. D.
Bogue, Russell S, coceeeeeccnee- Monroe D. Cushing U. D.

CHAPTERS CHARTERED

Butz, Albert P. .ccecieiieveaaees Monroe D. Cushing U.
Campbell, Edward S. ... Monroe D. Cushing U.
Caubin, Fred .. ... Monroe D. Cushing U.
Coarsey, John R. ...ooooe. Monroe D. Cushing U.
Chancey, Franklin J. ........ Monroe D. Cushing U.
Cochrane, Fred V. .icceeneeen Monroe D. Cushing U.
Hamlett, Frank R. ...........Monroe D. Cushing U.
Kerby, Pat J. oo Monroe D. Cushing U.
Kerr, John A. _.oieenaes Monroe D. Cushing U.
McPherson, Hugh ......._.... Monroe D. Cushing U.
Oatley; Benj. E. ..cocciiinca Monroe D. Cushing U.
Sciple, Thomas R. .............. Monroe D. Cushing U.
Slattery, Joseph M. ... Monroe D. Cushing U.
Smallwood, Wm. F. _.......... Monroe D. Cushing U.
Vaughan, John F. ... - Monroe D. Cushing U.
Whitley, Guy H. ... Monroe D. Cushing U.
Whitley, Herbert L., cooooooaee Monroe D. Cushing U.
Wilcox, William B. ............ Monroe D. Cushing U.
Wilson, J. Bennett ........... Monroe D. Cushing U.
Austin, Henry Lloyd, M. M. Monroe D. Cushing U.
Caruthers, W. H., M.M. ....Monroe D. Cushing U.
Geary, Francis E., M. M. .... Monroe D. Cushing U.
Hair, Vernal, M. M. _.___...... Monroe D. Cushing U.

HILL CITY CHAPTER NO. 55

BrooksviLLe, HerNaANDO CouUNTY

Crafton, Hugh, G., H. P. ...Halifax No. 38, Va.

Oxley, Williard E.,, K. _____. Hill City U. D.
Smth, Joel W., & . . Hill City- UL 1.
Carpenter, Thomas UL v Gainesville No. 2, Fla.
Chadsey, Harry A. ..........._Rushville No. 184, Il
Darham; Prank A oo Biloxi No. 116, Miss.

6—G. Chap
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Q2 CHAPTERS CHARTERED

Kimbrough, James W.

e Eureka No.
McKathan, William M

Weeks, Peter T oo Tampa No. 3, Tla.
Williams, George H. ... Inverness No. 14, Fla.
Ayers, John L. oo Hill City U.

Bell, John J. Jr. oo Hill City U.
Benton, Henry B. coooo._____. Hill City U.

Bloom, Edward C. ... Hill City U.

Bush, Ferman M. . Hill City U.
Carpenter, Thomas A. ... Hill City U.

Cason, Ezekial L. ... Hill City U.

Cherry, Edwin H. .. Hill City U.

Chew, Robert .. Jr. ... Hill City U.

Clark, Ross A. ... Hill City U.

Collins, Simeon R. ...
Creekmore, George R.
Dick, Sam E.
Emerson, Chas. M.

-ne---w Hill City U.
cemneen Hill City U,
weeeeeewe Hill City U,

.............. Hill City U.
Evans, James S. ... . Hill City U.
Friday, Albert G. ceeseeminnaee Hill City U.
Fulton, William A, Jrow Hill City U.
Good, Wilbur D. Hill City U.
Grubbs, Robert B.

................ Hill City U.
Hankins, Donald W. .. City U.
Harvelle, Ralph M. . Hill City U.
Hawkins, Allen C, . Hill City U.
Hope, Walter C. ... Hill City U.
Hurst, Howard b, AT Hill City U.
Joiner, Chas. M. se=eemee Hill City UL
Jones, William O. ... Hill City U.
Keathley, Algenon ... Hill City U.
Kilpatrick, Carlton B Hill City U.

7

D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D.
L.
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D.
D
D

IFla.

. w---Eureka No. 7, Fla.
Stoudemier, Eugene E. ... Hillabee No. 79, Ala.

CHAPTERS CHARTERED

Kirk, Clarence C. ... Hill City U.

-------- Hill City U,
esseeeeeo Hill City U.

Law, Thomas \W. _______.
Moore, Jos. R. ...
Nix, William M. . Hill City U

Randall, Newt. P. . Hill City U.

Russell, Willis M. Jr.

Smith, Charles H, ..
Springstead, John D. ___

Stringer, Fred L. Hill City U
Taylor, Ernest A.

Varn, Gillespie
Weston, Henry T
Hart, William B., M. M.

e Hill City UL
Saxon, Eston L. .. Hill City U,
sssmsses FUIH GHEyr T,
_____ Hill City U.

................ Hill City U.
.................... Hill City U.
F s Hil City U.
--.-Hill City U.
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Regulations

GEST
= : THE D1
DUBLICATION OF 1

ApopTED SINCE THE PUBLIC

EGREE
APRONS IN ROYAL ARCH D

fur-
ee shall be ™
Workmen in the Royal Arch degile_" \:01‘“ as Mas
nished with Master Mason’s aprons to b€
bers.” (1921)

s PRIEST
ADDRESS OF GRAND HIGH T . requested
o Saturd2)
the G2
tc gethe

s

relatin®

. jest 1
The Most Excellent Grand ngh\ Etr:\ o
to file in the office of the Gr:ind -Se:;iolﬂ g2
next preceding the Annua:l (,.om-ot':l sddress,
Chapter, five copies of his Annua

rragpondence

with all necessary papers and cOTTeSP )pomt

‘1921 ) chall appP-

thel’eto. ( 19_1;: 11 ; (—‘r‘ln[l Hio‘h Pf[est :\hal g
The Most Excellent Gra Ak

e from :11110111“3
the Committee on Masonic ]L-‘l_rispflid;;ufjhaptcr ‘(jd:«_ty
the permanent members of tl:'ls (_ﬂ'? it shall be th: 5
close of each Annual Convocation anc i shall e g {U thc
of said committee to meet one day pqé of reviewing -
L ot thfpj-jilcut Granc¢
Annual Address of the Most EXC€
bers.” (1920)

=4

COMMITTEES

- out
«triking OV
Regulation No. 21 amended by ”t_:;ﬁ 0; ceven
. 21, g e
line as follows: “On Work, to con
bers.” (1920

U

5
REGULATIONS 8

Regulations No. 20 and 21 amended to read as fol-
lows:

20. Annually after the opening of .this Grazld Ch_ap—
ter, the Grand I:Iigh Priest shall appoint the tollownfmg
standing Committees, each to consist of not less than
three members :

On Returns and Credentials.
On Unfinished Business.

On Propositions and Grievances.
On Dispensations and By-Laws.
On Masonic Jurisprudence.

On Finance and Accounts.

21.  Previous to the closing of the Annual Convo-
cation of the Grand Chapter the incoming Grand High
Priest shall appoint the following Committees to serve
during recess and until the close of the next ensuing An-
nual Grand Convocation '

On Foreign
bers.

Correspondence, to consist of three mem-
On Printing, to consist of three members.
On Transpo

rtation, to consist of thr
On Memorials, (1927)

Regulation No. 2

ee members,

adopted ;
22.

2, repealed and the following

The M.'.E
Committee on Work.
the degrees to be exem

vocation, unless other
ter. (1920)

.".Grand Hig

h Priest shall 1
He sh

be the
all cause the work in each of
plified at each Annual Grang Con-
wise provided by the Grang Chap-

A special committee to be know
ter Investment Committee”

n as the «
Grang High Priest for the p

. Grand Chap-
shall be appointed by the
urpose of imresting' the syur-




REGULATIONS 1
i : cpcurities
i aotiable sec
funds of this Grand Chapter 1{1 n(eb;gljljr)
unds T T st (108
pltutshe best available interest possible. {
a

ent com

I g - armarty ¥
11 i SN 11 '“C a pt’.ll o ] as
. he (;l‘a.ﬂd H lgh :P 1est :'?h. 1 tor >

nts
ase ¢ non umertt
ittee to look after the purchase of
o ¥, . s ) -
Grand High Priests. (19295)

DISTRICTS

ded
men
. 0?27 wasa
1922,

i B amended 1in 1
Regulation No. 30, as an

to read as follows: . | divide our Gr
The Grand High Priest sha .'~tr.ict'~‘; g
diction into such a number of Di: A e,
seem desirable and that he apptzm
each of said Districts, andl tha =
special Deputies to investmgafef :T;.lbout -
of the Grand High Priest to bf_‘lﬁsl ond work, -t
and correct rendition of the .Yltl'lf:l:_ L intere%
they use all proper efforts to mcr_e;i:; Districts, ;ke
pitular Masonry in their reSpeLt‘. p— and 1M
hold Schools of ’Instructlol} if ]’t;l:ie%t
nual report to the Grand High §

2
3nd ] Llrl_ r
him ma>

e

LR
I "HAPTE
DUES TO THE GRAND Ct

“rs’.
15 ‘fOHO qﬂ
: I'E?ld as il sha
io 32 amended to i ;
Regulation No. 32 an and 1 LlflSd'l.;—e um Of
£he ™" qolla
® e

32. Every Chapter in this L;:-d Chapter
pay into the treasury of the Gr:z:d e SurT) © o
one dollar for each exaltation, aber borne on t -
e v e exempted Unee Lapter ©

ny t during the year; unless o4 that the & shall F
iy e el 5‘3 ‘QectJion 13 prodeed, o only, S
tt\;lon i’:ﬁlzfch,mhember shall 3Ppeart1£1lr ‘11 of MOT
vhose roll

\duf?s when his name shall appear ont

rollli".' £
onst!

= ‘['0“ ol

s 87
REGULATIONS

isdiction, during any one year, ex-
one Chapter of this Jurisdiction, durn_tg any one ye
f g I B apters.
cept in the case of newly chartered Chapter

Members
eturns of a Chapter in
whose names appear upon the returns of a Chapt

Florida of which they were former 11"1&:111)_1;1’5 afu_l alsa
upon the returns of a newly chartered &haptgr glla
be accounted for by the newly chartered Chapter onl
(1922)

y.

Regulation No.— Sec. 14 of Article 4, as at'nenlded
in 1924, and Section 1 of Article 5 of thg Constitution,
only exempt Emeritus (that is, aged or infirm) members
from Grand Chapter dues. The Chapters shall pay
Grand C

hapter dues on Life Members the same as on reg-
ular members,

EMERITUS MEMBERS
Regulation No.—
two-thirds vote at a

“Emeritus Members”
infirmity

Subordinate Chapters may by a

regular Convocation
such me
or misfortune, have
unable to pay dyes.
the pay

create as
mbers as from old age,
become incapacitated and

Such members shall be exempt from

ment of annual dyes,

JURISDICTION

Regulation No.— amended by adding the
Sec. 1. A Master Mason before making application
for exaltation in this Grand Jurisdiction must have re-
sided in the State of Florida for a period of not less than
twelve consecutive months and must have resided con-
tinuously within the jurisdiction of the Chapter to which
he makes application for a period of six months. (1925
Sec, 2. When a Master Mason TeMoves perma-
Nently from the Jurisdiction of 2 Chapter itg jurisdiction

follr_:wing :




REGULATIONS
88

’ d the
5 : iately on his remo'\-.al arl ti-
over him termlna}fis‘cl}?ﬁrgéﬁde}s cannot rfff:f;_"f i}t_‘:ﬁis_
Chapter nearest - 16 months residence wit ltl apply t0
o0 kel aster Slzegl'ﬂ)\r the candidate caTmFor t.l-1e first
diction. anseﬂ!_thin'the six (6) n"lollths’he ‘second has
cither Cha;ttel‘ vt:u-is.dicticm to waive_aﬂd -'t1t}21)
Chtalit:tr :él(:u?r?zdl jurisdiction over him. (1222,

not y ’

LIFE MEMBERS

: theif
: -porate 11 ti
OO ctcib
| ters may incorporate ¥
- on No. Chap “Life Membership g
Regu]a:ii{:ies providing for “Life M'EE] of the (_..habtf'-’e's
P e flict with the payment of dues oy annual dU€
jig Y;Ot ;:‘on :1L Chapter Ci’lapte.rs must hd.V
o the Gran g 7 S
:z e Grand Chapter on Llfe I\Ien

M
MILEAGE AND PER DIE

ollows:
Regulation No. 43, amended to 1'££:i‘ii}fg . releﬂtl;lﬁ‘:d
43.b Members of the Grand Ch.arp diem 2
to per diem and mileage shall rec}it\nnual
mileage as shall be voted at ea;"-l receive seven
and if none be voted,-they shaf o (R neh .
dollars per diem'zmdtflv:i-1 ;Crrlzsturcr}li“g from eac ‘
traveled in coming to - o
Convocation. ( 1924)_ of the Particular Cslz:gi]e t-
e REI}TS‘:};‘:&E‘;ETM Chapter W!’io :é ef_rOru the 10
at'tfn(jran:]ia]? be paid for the actual mi fgz’l)
Z:I:tie;? eo;‘ their respective Chapters. (1747

F HARTERS .
PETITIONS FOR C rs must

= & charte )
Regulation No. — Petitions ior t ten
eg .

= leas
k] e at
filed in the Grand Secretary’s offic

be

REGU LATIONS

89
days Prior to the

opening of the Annual Com'ocation of
the Grang Chapter.
REPORTS
Secretaries of
report Promptly ¢
changes made in

(1920

constituent Ch
0 the Gr
the dates 0

apters are
and Secretar}-’
f their regul

required tq
any and 3]
ar (.'t:lm'(_)catim]s.

REPRESENTATIVEg

Regulatio designateq ”Representati\-‘es" as

" Page 64 of the 1926 pr, ) 1
g e 1926 p;, Oceedings vy

appearsg
as Te€pealed.

(1927)

Regulation N
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90 REGULATIONS

e, by interpolat”

: : h degre
degrees, especially the Royal Arch deg d discomfort tO

ing scenes calculated to excite mirth an
the candidates, therefore be it | of

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter sets the sea "-{
its condemnation upon such innovation, and abs‘)h‘tfe{
prohibits the future occurrence under penalty of foriél
ture of charter for persistence therein. (1920) j

The Grand High Priest should wear a hat while pre
siding. (1925)

e

Amendment to Constitution

Adopted 1924

Article IV, Section 14, amended to read as follows:

“Sec. 14. A Chapter may make by-laws regulating the pay-
ment of dues from its members, and whenever any member shall
be twelve months or more in arrears for dues, it shall be the duty
of the secretary of the Chapter to notify such delinquent, by writ-
ten notice, stating therein the amount thereof, and that unless the
same shall be paid within thirty (30) days, or satisfactory excuse
made, he may be suspended for non-payment of dues. And there-
upon, at any time after the expiration of said thirty (30) days,
such member may be suspended by action of the Chapter, and a
member so suspended may be reinstated only after the payment of
all arrears, and by a majority vote, which may be by ballot or

show of hands.

“When a Chapter shall, in its annual return, report an aged
or infirm Companion as an emeritus member thereof, and ex-
empts him from the payment of dues, such Chapter shall have
credit therefor, in the payment of its dues; and the Chapter shall
not be required to pay Grand Chapter dues for ministers of the
Gospel, who are exempt from dues by its by-laws.”

91
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jon 15 of Article 11 to
Section
Amend S
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II. In balloting ff;ree (3) votes 45¢

e Art-eqer;ted is entitled FU- each PaStf_ Chap-
) LI e - to one (1) VUt_etf constituen
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- Chap
Grand
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ters present,
to one(1) vote,
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ORDER OF
HIGH PRIESTHOOD

ANNUAL CONVENTION
1927
The Annyga| Convention
Order of igh Priesthoog of the
held in the City of Jacksonville on
b 1927, at 9. o'clock A, M.
being Present .

of the Grand Council of

State of F]orida, was

\-\-’ednesday, May 18
the followin

the

g officerg
: ""E'.'Car}' B. Fish, President.
-.-Er]e

"'ice-President.
> as ]

: Secretar_v and Tre
aster of ‘.eremonies.
), as Conductor.
v 1\-‘I-aster. Herald.
'.George - Leavety
T, ’.Archie Aitchison,

ElSLlI"E']".

. Steward-
as Guard.
Upon myg i [

) €ading g
-Oliventjgy, wa

- o :
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or the O,
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94 ORDER OF HIGI PRIESTII00D

Nathan H. Fender, P. H. P., Tampa Chapter No.
Harry L. Taylor, H. P., St. Johns Chapter No. T4 %
Wm. B. Gleason, P. H. P., St. Johns Chapter V0. %
Lawrence A. Wilson, H P., Mt. Horeb Chzll.}ter-}\ o
Jesse E. Ramsdell, H. P., Eureka Chﬂf’tcrﬂ}‘o‘ ’: No. &
James A. Peek, Jr., H. P., Dade City L,haptuio ;
Colvin Parker, H. P., Kissimmee Chapter No. 10

John B. Phelps, H. P., Jericho Chapter NO'.H' Chapter
John Dillon Kennedy, H. P., Jacksonville %

No. 12. 1 18
Glenn E. McKay, H. P. Monroe Chapter ND', “16.
Avon J. Peacock, H. P., Plant City Chapter T\O.Chal-‘ter
Maurice C. Walters, H. P., Manatee River *

No. 18. 20
Wm. B. Baker, H. P., Keystone Chapter No. 2 o, 24
Walter H. Long, H. P.,, Lake Worth C,haptgf )

J. Lynn Hoeflich, H. P., Joppa Chapter NO'TH&')Q
William F. Cook, H. P., Lakeland Chapter No- 22 ¢
Richard L. Martin, H. P., St. Petershurg

No. 31, 1o 34.
Elmer R. Canaday, H. P., Leesburg C'hapterT N{g{j_
Errol L. Morgan, H, P., Arcadia Chapter -1\0‘\10- _,
Robert Sands, H. P., Winter Haven (:Thapt‘?r mlqo. 42.
James K. Chapman, H. P., Highlands Chapter 41%

Alfred G. Basch, H. P. Union Chapter NO- T g
Louis A. Morgan, H. P., Clearwater Chatherq-O J
Robert V. Lee: H. P., Poinciana Chapter NQ:

ble, their pett”

- " H io1 e
These Companions being found elig d to rece1ve

tions were received and they were duly
the Order.

e a : H
L 8] v 118}
o 1 7 ng, t
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06 ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTHOOD

E.".R. J. McMaster, Herald.

E. .George H. Leavitt, Steward.

E.".Archie Aitchison, Guard.

The Grand Council was closed in ample form.

Cary B. FisH,

President.

Attest .
W. P. WEBSTER,
Secretary.

Register of Membership

NAME DATE
Charles H. Munger .......Consecrated January 19,
Fred S. Goodrich ............Consecrated January 19,
William A. Griffith ........ Consecrated January 19,
Marcus Endel ooooooeonnn. Consecrated January 19,
Robert McClellan ............Consecrated January 18,
Thomas S. Wilmarth ....Consecrated May 7,
William S, Jordan ......... Consecrated May 11,
Elijah H, Bunker ... Consecrated May 11,

Dougald McLachlan ...... Consecrated May 11,
Alexander C. Martin ...... Consecrated May 10,

Wilber P, Webster .......... Consecrated January 18,
Thomas J. Smith ..ocoveenes Consecrated March 5,
James E. Pound ..ooooooo.. Consecrated January 7,
Lowell C. Ruter —.ooooees Consecrated January Z
Joseph T. Tolbert .o..... Consecrated January 15,
George W. Hyde «ooooo.... Consecrated January 18,

Henry B Ao oo Consecrated January 24,
Charles R. Oglesby ........ Consecrated May 13,
Eugene P. Mickel ............Consecrated Dec. 27,

Louis C. Massey corn.Consecrated May 11,
Roque V. Rogero ............ Consecrated May 11,
Elmer E. Haskell ... Consecrated May 12,
Wm. E. Ballough ... Consecrated May 12,
Charles E. Waite ... Consecrated May 12,
Ludwig W. Buchholz ......Consecrated January 2}.'
Abraham H. West ... Consecrated Dec. 27,

Consecrated January 19,

m

John T. Miller ...

7—G. Chap

1888
1888
1888
1888
1889
1890
1892
1892
1892
1893
1894
1894
1895
1895
1895
1895
1896
1896
1896
1897
1897
1897
1897
1897
1898
1898
1899
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98 REGISTER OF MEMBERSHIP REGISTER OF MEMBERSIIIP 99
NAME DATE NAME DATE
H. V. R. Schrader ... _Consecrated May 10, 1899 Louis Thompson ... Consecrated May 9, 1gob
Joseph G. Torrey ... Consecrated May 10, 1899 » Albert S. Munson ............ Consecrated May 15, 1907
iR Warlappa e i Consecrated January 19, 1900 Henry Koert DuBois ..._.. Consecrated May 15, 1907
Joseph R. Keller ... Consecrated May 15, 1901 John D. Grether ... Consecrated May 15, 1907
Thomas West Gary ........ Consecrated May 15, 1901 Samuel E. Curry ..........Consecrated May 15, 1907
Frank W. Armstrong ....Consecrated May 15, 1901 Harry A. Stacy ...............Consecrated May 15, 1907
Bascom H. Palmer . Consecrated October 23, 1901 Galen B. Seaman ............ Consecrated May 13, 1908
William S. Ware .. Consecrated January 23, 1902 Charles S. Bonacker ........Consecrated May 13, 1908
2l MerTiti e o Consecrated January 23, 1902 William S. Murrow _....... Consecrated May 13, 1908
BrsonSE e e Consecrated May 14, 1902 Robert F. Hall ..........____Consecrated May 13, 1908
Benjamin F. Hough ... Consecrated May 14, 1902 Herbert Bradley _............Consecrated May 13, 1908
James F. Miller Consecrated May 14, 1902 Jacob Espedahl ............... Consecrated May I2, 1909
Franklin L. Rees .. Consecrated June 24, 1902 < 1S & i LB £ E— Consecrated May I2, 1909
Hugh W. Wear .. Consecrated May 13, 1903 William G. Tilghman ...Consecrated May I2, 1909
George H. Clark: ... Consecrated May 13, 1903 1 James B. Young .............Consecrated May I2, 1909
James O. Harris .. Consecrated May 13, 1903 ' William N. Cone _..._.....Consecrated May Iz, 1909
Melville W, Carruth .. Consecrated May 13, 1903 Marcey B. Darnall .........Consecrated May 12, 1909
Victor F. Balcom ... Consecrated May 13, 1903 Marion E. Gruber ... Consecrated May 12, 1909
Henry W. Davis _....__._._..Consecrated May 18, 1904 Dabney B. Palmer ... Consecrated May Iz, 1909
John J. Jones ... Consecrated May 18, 1904 ' Frederick .. Hemmings _Consecrated May I2, 1900
Daniel D. Beekman .. Consecrated May 18, 1904 Willoughby A. Cox ....... Consecrated May 12, 1909
Lucien A. Spencer _.......Consecrated May 18, 1904 James Laurens Young ....Consecrated April 16, 1910
Clarence S. Hammatt . Consecrated Mai} 18, 1904 ' Henry Benj. Wordehoff..Consecrated April 16, 1910
James E, Terwilleger ... Consecrated May 18, 1904 Samuel Edward Mays ....Consecrated April 16, 1910
JOSEph Dawson ... Consecrated January 19, 1905 Farl Walton I\“IEI.}’S ---------- Consecrated A[)Ti] 16, 1910
ESRSEhilipsperia Consecrated January 19, 1905 George Pierce Sullivan ..Consecrated April 16, 1910
William G. Hobbs _...___. Consecrated May 10, 1905 Charles F. Filer ................Consecrated May 11, 1910
James D. Girtman ....._Consecrated May 10, 1905 Tohn €. Calhoin i Consecrated May 11, 1910
Wilmot R. Fitts Consecrated May 9, 1906 Tohn H. Wynn .. Consecrated May 11; 1910
John H. Hibbard ... Consecrated May 9, 1906 Rich&rd R. Turnbull ....... Consecrated May 11, 1910
Wime IR O'Neall fvis e Consecrated May 9, 1906 Marvin O. Thomas ........ Consecrated May 11, 1910
Frank B. Stoneman ........ Consecrated May 9, 1906 L. F. Blalock ................Consecrated May 11, 1910
Geay H. White™ ™ re Consecrated May 9, 1906 Tohn O'Donald ................Consecrated May 11, 1910
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NAME
Robert B. Rutherford ... Consecrated
James W. Eley ...._........._Consecrated
James C. Adkins ... Consecrated
John T. Burrows ... Consecrated
John W. Williams ........ _Consecrated
Vivian B. Collins .........._. Consecrated
James L. Love ... Consecrated
Pedan B. Haynes ... Consecrated
Arthur Williams _________ Consecrated
William V. Carter ... Consecrated
Lucius L. Payne ... Consecrated
Alfred W. Bumby ... Consecrated
Wm. O. Richtmann ....__Consecrated
J. Perry Hodge ......_._.._._Consecrated
John A, Bouvier ... Consecrated
Benjamin E. Dyson ... Consecrated
William Moody ............ Consecrated
J. Jones Stewart .___.____Consecrated
Charles H. Ketchum .. Consecrate
Benjamin Burnett __.___Consecrated
Wm. C. Simmons Consecrated
Paul S. Thomson ... Consecrated
William Mosedale ... Consecrated
John' B Proie. © o Consecrated
Len JoLester ... ... . .. Consecrated
George F. Smith ... Consecrated
George E. McCulloch -.....Consecrated
W. Irving Porter ..........Consecrated
John B Hall .o o8 Consecrated
Chester DeRocher ... Consecrated
Charles E. Bayley ... Consecrated

David S JOI‘IBS -----.-.-....Conse(:rated

Richard Whyte ... Consecrated

May
May
May
Mav
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May

DATE
11,
iy
11,
11,
11,

5

5,

5,
10,
10,
10,
10,
10,
10,
10,
10,
10,
10,
10,
10,
10,
10,
10,

1914
1916
1910
1910
1910
1911
1911
1911
1911
1911
1911
1911
1911
1911
1911
1911
1911
1911
1911
1911
1911
1911
1911

. 1912

1912
1912
1912

, 1912

1912
1912
1912
1912
1912
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NAME
John F. Wilson ... Consecrated
William B. Pope ............_.Consecrated
Angus L. Hinson ... Consecrated
James M. Henderson _.....Consecrated
Harry B. Roberts _.......... Consecrated
Dorsey H. Rutter ........... Consecrated
Claude E. Connor ........ -Consecrated
Alvah H. Perkins ..cc...... Consecrated
William W. Davis ..cccce Consecrated
Albert D. Leonard .......... Consecrated
Elmer C. Howard ............ Consecrated
Alfred Brost ..oooceeeecceceeees Consecrated
Alfred Recio oo Consecrated
John J. Brown ................Consecrated
Henry O. Snow .............Consecrated
Henry L. Swatts . ......... Consecrated
Thomas C. Calmes ..........Consecrated

Jasper Evers ..cccccoeeeee.
Albert Schneider .............
F. W. Fleming e
Le Due Roberts ............
Gabriel Ferro ...
Bl L. SMIth oo
Claud F. Olmstead ......
Benjamin F. Barnes ...
W. W. Birchfield ........
John M. Dillon ............
VT - [ | RE—
J. Lloyd Head ....ooeoeee.
George A. Dame ...
Ely P Hobbell s
Henry V. Calder .............
ol TEE ol

....Consecrated

Consecrated

...Consecrated
....Consecrated

Consecrated

....Consecrated
....Consecrated
....Consecrated
....Consecrated
....Consecrated
....Consecrated
....Consecrated
....Consecrated

Consecrated
Consecrated

...Consecrated

May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
June
June
Feb.
IFeb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
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1912
1912
1912
1913
1913
1913
1913

, 1913

1913
1913
1913

, 1913

1913
1914
1914
1914
1914
1914
1914
1914
1914
1914
1914
1914

, 1914

1914

, 1914

1915
1915
1915
1915
1915
1915
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NAME
R Kishpaughe Lol Consecrated
VST S irte s LIS o J ok Consecrated
WeiE  Tylanden o fow.. Consecrated
W. J. Millikin ..................Consecrated
H. L. Schaeffer ... -Consecrated
Arthur A. Brown .......... Consecrated
EHENT lden enitse  u. Consecrated
RABSMcMahan L. Consecrated
[l Wl song BT ik b Consecrated
Roy B Davis it s Consecrated
BAESCoulsontdd o Consecrated
Charles H. Register ........Consecrated
Guy'E, Phippsitt. s Consecrated
R. M. Oglesby ............... Consecrated
MaxiSiclendua s =5 o o Consecrated
Jelm Pasdo et das, o Consecrated
BN Crookst it Consecrated
C. L. Willoughby ............ Consecrated
W. M. Brinker ... Consecrated
Ira G. Archibald ... Consecrated
C. R. Horne weeameeemeee-Consecrated
R.E. Goodman ................ Consecrated
A0 TR ANl L LT RN Consecrated
JERGIVG, Beatty & oo Consecrated
BAE S Webb e, Consecrated
Gl Meakinsasd Jumi e, Consecrated
DVE: Sarve . S ndnl it o Consecrated
RS Clarle L e | (Consecrated
Wm. W. Scott ... _Consecrated
Frank H. Thompson .......Consecrated
George W. Stiles ........... Consecrated
GidH Ryals Soen i Consecrated
William P. McKee ... Consecrated

May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May

DATE

19,

17,

17,

17,
17,
17
173
16,
16,
16,
16,
16,
16,
16,
16,
16,
16,
16,
16,

1915
1915
1915
1915
1915
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
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NAME -

W. S, McLelland
S. E. Collison

H. J. Peiper ...

Roscoe E. Scott ..ooneo...

Earl Hathaway
A. H. White
Edmund Paul Erwin

Louis Douglas Gates
John R. Knight
Seldon C. Wells
George W. Scobie
John R. Walker
Harry C. Jepson

T. P. Way

H. D. Morris

Cary B. Fish
Burt G, Arnold
William E. Keen

Archie Aitchison
J. Claude Turner

E. L. Shear ...ooovvoe.

Edwin E, Macy ceoceemeemens

A. F. Bullard ..o .

William Henry Bailey ...

J. S. B. Moyer ...
William H. Warnock ...
James Moughton .........
W B. Y. Wilkie ....ia

.................

John W. Garwood .......
W, W.Chase oot

...Consecrated
_..Consecrated
..Consecrated
_..Consecrated
_Consecrated
_..Consecrated

_Consecrated

...Consecrated
_Consecrated
...Consecrated

.Consecrated

...Consecrated
_.Consecrated
...Consecrated
...Consecrated
...Consecrated
...Consecrated
R. J. McMaster ..o
James E. Petris ............
Thomas F. Ziegler ..........

Consecrated

_...Consecrated

Consecrated

...Consecrated
...Consecrated
...Consecrated
_..Consecrated
_..Consecrated

Consecrated

_..Consecrated
...Consecrated
...Consecrated

Consecrated
Consecrated

...Consecrated
_.Consecrated

DATE

May 16,
May 22,
May 22,
May 22,
May 22,
May 22,
May 22,
May 22,
May 22,
May 31,
May 31,
May 31,
May - 31,
May 31,
March 19,
March 19,
March 19,
May 21,
May 21,
May 21,
May 21,
May 21,
May 21,
May 21,
May 21,
May 21;
May 21,
May 21,
May 21,
May 21,
May 21,
May 21,
May 21,

1917
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
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NAME

Douglas Renault Trevor ..Consecrated Nov.
Walter Scott Raddin ..._. Consecrated Feb.
Alexander B. Steuart ... Consecrated Feb.
Fred E. Fletcher ... Consecrated Feb.
Tsaac Maas ................Consecrated May
VA AN ] e i S Consecrated May
W. M. Bullard __.____...___. Consecrated May
VR N CET 1 N N, Consecrated May
N. G. Forcheimer .......... Consecrated May
RS N N o (6 11107 o e S Consecrated May
Lewis A. Smith ...._....._. -Consecrated May
Stephen E. Gregory ........ Consecrated May
ELT: Bame Salt el Consecrated May
Charles S, Hill .ooo0 Consecrated May
Frank Sanford ......i.... Consecrated May
G 1 Sergpgs Vo Lnie Consecrated May
HS R, Dayi i Consecrated May
PSNE, WAESOR - ool Consecrated May
Ben M. Caldwell ... Consecrated May
W. M. Reck oo, Consecrated May
Henry M. Snow .............. Consecrated May
RoviGaDibhs i . Consecrated May
Frederick E. Weathers ___Consecrated May
H. L. Ermatinger .._...._.._.. Consecrated May
RO Helliday e Consecrated May
F. William Schultz .______. Consecrated May
Thomas S. Sanders ..._....Consecrated May
Ralph B. Chapman ........_. Consecrated May
Flavel McK Campbell ......Consecrated May
Richard L. Batchelor .....Consecrated May
Muaek Tyner. L0001 Consecrated May
Arthur [ Roe oo o Consecrated May
Walter E. Acosta ... Consecrated May

DATE

1919
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1921
1921
1921
1921
1921
1921
1921
1921
1921
1921
1921
1921
1921

REGISTER OF MEMBERSHIP

NAME
B. W. Helvenston _..._..._... Consecrated
Pay A. SO e Consecrated
Herbert S. Chiles ............Consecrated
Robert Lee Smith ........... Consecrated
Richard P. Buckmaster ..Consecrated
Frank D. Ruth ...............Consecrated
Henry C. Harper ............Consecrated
Hiuugh PBters ..o Consecrated
R. Erwin Williams .......... Consecrated
Cyrus T. Neuner ..............Consecrated
Percy J. Hampton .......... Consecrated
Loyd C. Olive .................Consecrated
Thomas J, Watts .......... Consecrated
(53 B o ——— Consecrated
David G. Barden .............Consecrated
George I. Fullerton ....... Consecrated
Lynn W. Bloom ..............Consecrated
W. B. Greer ...................Consecrated
Lester W. Lambert ........ Consecrated
Fred Blank ...oocoveeeeeeeenes Consecrated
Ernest H. Wilkerson _....Consecrated
James L. Clary .............Consecrated
Charles H. Stewart .......... Consecrated
F. S. Hartsfield .............Consecrated
George Herbert Leavitt ..Consecrated
Walter J. Bennett ............ Consecrated
Warner T. Hamm —.o.ooooo-- Consecrated
A. S. Butterworth .........- Consecrated
C L. Berindich oo Consecrated
C. T. Young .....avcis Consecrated
William U. Lathrop -...-.- Consecrated
R. H. Brown ocapsasad Consecrated
Roscoe H. Rollins ....ccee.- Consecrated

May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May

DATE
18,
18,
31,

31,
31,

3.
49,
31,
31,
31,
31,
31,
31
31,
31,
31,
31,
31,

31,
31,
16,
16,
16,
16,
16,
16,
16,
16,
16,
16,
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1921
1921
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1923
1923
1923
1923
1923
1923
1923
1923
1923
1923
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NAME

B. W. Helvenston, Jr. _._Consecrated May
B Adamsien e Consecrated May
Gz i Tolson:. . o i . Consecrated May
TS cleenton ) e iyl Consecrated May
R. L. Wilkinson ___.__........ Consecrated May
GEWADavisT s Bl Consecrated May
J. Emery Battle ... ... Consecrated May
T. J. Zimmerman ........._.. Consecrated May
IS ABEqrd il i Consecrated May
George Smithy e Lo Consecrated May
E. L. Wiederkehr ... Consecrated May
Joseph Brown Davis ..._._.. Consecrated May
Joseph E. Olney ... Consecrated May
J. Nathan Bryan ... Consecrated May
Vincent R. Brice ... -Consecrated May
M. Whipple Bishop ........ Consecrated May
Lester G. Gilbert ............ Consecrated May
Albert L. Lucas ................ Consecrated May
Ewing M. Oglesby ..._.._... Consecrated May
Charles M. Gruber ......... Consecrated May
Bryon M. Jones ... Consecrated May
1 'D- Goodyear ... Consecrated May
Will C. Winans ... Consecrated May
Raymond E. Wyman ___.__Consecrated May
John E. Mattocks ... Consecrated May
C. Olin Teate ............__Consecrated May
W Al*Mosher' . =love Consecrated May
O] Price . b bfo i Consecrated May
William L. Holsenback _._Consecrated May
Edward S. DuBose ... Consecrated May
John F. Burket ..........._Consecrated May
William M. Tuttle .......... Consecrated May
Carl H. Delder o 2o Consecrated May

DATE

16, 1923

16, 1923

16, 1923

16, 1923

16, 1923

16, 1923

16, 1923

16, 1923

16, 1923
16, 1923
16, 1923
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
21, 1924
23, 1924
23, 1924
20, 1925
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NAME
Sam Brammar ... Consecrated
Asa Farrar ....................Consecrated
Pearl J. Beachem __..._..._.Consecrated
Charles T. Groh ___.__.._....Consecrated
Werner G. Jones ............ Consecrated
George R. Lyman ............ Consecrated
Archie E, Leslie .............. Consecrated
Charles L. Sudduth .......Consecrated
Edwin A. Pierce ____........Consecrated
William Dunstan ............ Consecrated
Lee C. Stewart o..ceeeeoeoe. Consecrated
George B. Merrill __.__..._.._Consecrated
Erle Arnold DuBois ........Consecrated
Ralph L. Gillett ..coains Consecrated
Chester C. Snow ..............Consecrated
Jesse C. Clark ................_Consecrated
Joseph M. McCormick ....Consecrated
F. Byron Ames ...............Consecrated
L Batl HE anccums Consecrated
William T. Dow ..............Consecrated
Morris H. Spencer _......... Consecrated
John Duncan Gove ... Consecrated
Reuel A. Daniel . _........ Consecrated
John P, Hyman __..............Consecrated
Joseph Borman _............... Consecrated
H. Eugene Carter ..........-. Consecrated
William Feinberg ............Consecrated
Robert J. Hill ___............Consecrated
Frank H. Gallop ..o Consecrated
Anthony P. Livingston ....Consecrated
TLee M. Booth ...ooooeeeeeeeeeee Consecrated
Norman C. Edwards ......Consecrated
Howard G. Putnam ........ Consecrated

May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May

May

May

May

May

May

May
May

DATE
20,
20,
20
20,
20,
20,
20,
20,
20,
20,
20,
19,
19,
19,
19,
19,
19,
10,
19,
19,
19,
19,
19,
19,
19,
10,
19,
19,
19,
19,
19,
19,
19,

1925
1925
1925
1925
1925
1925
1925
1925
1925
1925
1925
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
1926
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NAME
William S. Perry ...........Consecrated
Ernest D. Dow oo Consecrated
Nathan H. Fender .......... Consecrated
Harry L. Taylor ... Consecrated
Wm. B. Gleason .............. Consecrated
Lawrence A. Wilson ......Consecrated
Jesse E. Ramsdell ............ Consecrated
Jamies AL Peek, Jo ol Consecrated
Colvin: Parker ..o Consecrated
John B. Phelps ...............Consecrated
John D. Kennedy ............ Consecrated
Glenn E. McKay ... Consecrated
Avon J. Peacock ....._..__ Consecrated
Maurice C. Walters ... Consecrated
Wi 7B, Baker o L1 Consecrated
Walter H. Long .. Consecrated
J. Lynn Hoeflich ......._... Consecrated
William F. Cook ............ Consecrated
Richard L. Martin ...._... Consecrated
Elmer R. Canaday ........ Consecrated
Errol L. Morgan ............ Consecrated
Robert Sanda ... ... Consecrated
James K. Chapman ____. Consecrated
Albert G Baseh ... Consecrated
Louis A. Morgan ... Consecrated
Robeft Vi Tiget ol T UL Consecrated

May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May

DATE

1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927

1927

1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927
1927



Report of Committee on

Fraternal Correspondence

ELy P. HusseLL, P. G. H. P., Chairman



Report of Committee
on Fraternal Correspondence

FOREWORD

To the Most Excellent Grand Chapter Royal Arch Ma-
sons of Florida:

Once again it is a pleasure to prepare a review of
all Grand Chapter Proceedings which have been received
up to the time it became necessary to close the report so
that completed copies may be ready for distribution at
the Annual Convocation.

This review, as has all previous ones, has been pre-
pared primarily for the Companions of Florida. It is
hoped they may get both pleasure and profit out of what
is being accomplished in other Grand Jurisdictions.

Such proceedings as may come in too late to appear
in the regular alphabetical order, will follow Wyoming.

ALABAMA—1927

Chapters, 83. Members, 15,229, Exalted, 878.
Net Loss, 155.

' SippoNs STOLLENWERCK, Acting Grand High Priest.

Serious illness prevented the attendance of Grand
High Priest John B. Bethea at the Centennial (One
Hundredth) Annual, which convened in the city of

3



+ GRAND CHAPTER OF FLORIDA

Montgomery, Nov. 29, 1926, with a large number of
Past Grands, and Representatives from all but a few
Chapters, with Past Grand High Priest Robert T. Ward
to speak for Florida. Excellent Companion Oliver Day
S_treﬂt, Grand Master of Alabama, was a distinguished
visitor.

Somewhat brief and devoid of spectacular features
was the address of Grand High Priest Bethea, which was
read by the Acting Grand High Priest. He specially
regretted that his illness prevented him from visiting
many of the subordinate Chapters during the year. So
smoothly did matters Capitular move along during the
year that he was not called upon to make any decisions
nor did there appear to have been anything to have dis-
turbed the harmonious conditions. His modern and pro-
gressive ideas are thys expressed :

Remembf:r that the correct rendering of ritual is well and good
and shnuld‘m nowise be neglected, but the time has passed when
Masonry will be satisfied with this. We as Masons must give a
concrete_reason for our existence as Masons: and what Dbetter
opportunity could there be than to do our i'ndividua! parts in
the up-building of our Masonic Home,

During the year two dispensations for new Chapters
were granted and their work proving satisfactory charters
were ordered granted. One of them starts off with a
large membership list while the other i
The_ small_ membership ought to be an inspiration for
special activities. In two cases consolidation of Chapters
are reported, probably the weaker uniting with the

stronger, and thus making a real progressive Chapter
able to produce results,

Although Grand Chapter had

) ppropriated a gen-
erous amount for twenty-five scholar

ships, providing any

FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE 5

local Chapter would match it, yet the Grand High Priest
reported only one Chapter had taken advantage of the op-
portunity, which is open to the child of any deceased
Royal Arch Mason. Grand Chapter is also standing four-
square behind its committee on Masonry and American
citizenship in every movement tending to advance the
public educational system of the state, which is seeking
to convince the powers that be of the state that “no true
permanent economic advancement can be made except one
resting on the solid foundation of an educated citizen-
ship.”

He reported that the response to the appeal which
he sent out in connection with the Florida storm disaster
“had been most gemerous and that contributions were
still coming in.” He further added: “When the various
Chapters feel they have given what they should give, do
not let it stop there, but let the individual members take
subscriptions among the membership.”

A generous contribution was made to the George
Washington Masonic National Memorial Association;
and a lesser one to the National Masonic Tuberculosis
Association.

Next Grand Chapter will be asked to pass upon fixing
the minimum fees for the Capitular degrees at thirty
dollars. ;

Twenty-six qualified Companions were set apart to
the Order of High Priesthood.

There is no Report on Correspondence because M.".
E.".Comp. Lawrence H. Lee, who has been doing this
work very acceptably these many years, states that the
copy was lost after completion and there was not time to
prepare another, and with this additional statement that
will bring regret to many readers:
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This is the last message from the present Correspondent as the
mantle has passed to other shoulders more able and in the future
the Companions will have the pleasure of reading the very splendid
reports that will emanate from the pen of E..Comp. Francis S.
Stillwell, of Selma.

This splendid recommendation by Comp. Lee en-
sures him a cordial welcome to the Guild.

Next Annual in Montgomery, Dec. 5, 1927.

Siddons Stollenwerck, Faunsdale, Grand High Priest;
Geo. A. Montgomery, Grand Secretary.

ALBERTA—1926

Chapters, 27. Members, 2,840. Initiated, 170.
Net Gain, 88.

S. H. Mmbpreton, Grand Z.

Capitular Masonry appears to be taken at its face
value in Alberta, for most every active worker was pres-
ent when the Grand Z. formally opened the Twelfth Ap-
nual in the City of Edmonton, March 17, 1926, for a two
days’ sessﬁion, with M.'.E.'.Comp. C. F. Sherwin Paslt
Grand First Principal of British Columbia and' M.”
E.".Comp. George McLeod, Grand Master c:f the So'v:
ereign Great Priory of Canada, as distinguished visitors
Florida Companions will regret to learn that M.".E o
Comp. S. Y. Taylor, the senior Grand Z. and Flt-)r.idz;.';
Grand Representative, was unable to be X
count of illness.

So regularly do matters Capitular move a]
that the address of the Grand Z. partakes m,

present on ac-

ong there
ore of the
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nature of a pastoral letter, replete with encouragement
and admonition, in which he finds comparatively little
te bring before Grand Chapter requiring official action.

By reason of the Grand Lodge meeting in Banff dur-
ing the year, it was deemed advisable to change the an-
nual Convocation of Grand Chapter from that city to
Edmonton.

The Grand Z. stated that he had made only twenty-
two official visitations, besides on several occasions being
a “side bencher,” so that he might view the work from
a different angle. Surely a commendable record, even
though he regretted he could not have done more. It
was at the Chapter of Instruction at Calgary that he
presented to M.".E.’.Companion S. Y. Taylor the regalia
used by him during his term of office. Hereafter Grand
Chapter will follow this pretty sentimer'ltal custom pf
presenting the Grand First Principal with his official
regalia and which will become his personal property.

The Grand Z. in his visitations noted much latitude
in interpreting Constitutional clauses. One Chapter
elected its officers by open nomination, another intro-
duced ritualistic innovations, while several others “per-
sisted in exposing the ritual and reading therefronf_i dur-
ing the conferring of degrees.” Grand Chapter did not
appear, however, to take official cognizance of this some-
what caustic comment :

The first can be remedied by knowing the Constitution; the
second may be avoided by following the rulings of Grand Chapter,
but no excuse can be offered for the third, other than negligence
and supreme indifference.

Noting a lack of attendance and apparent interest
among some of the Companions he offers this timely sug-
gestion:
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What member cares to sit through the ceremonies when the
degree work drags, when the officers are placed in the attitude
of school children striving to master some little play; when they
blunder through their parts, to the disgust of the well informed
and the contempt and amusement of the newly exalted?

He recommended that all Chapters following the
moon schedule change from a moveable feast to a fixed
date. Also that all Chapters make provisions to have
their Masonic year correspond to that of Grand Chap-
ter, Of course Grand Chapter approved.

Rotation in elective offices appear to be the rule, for
several special dispensations were granted to install
Principals who had not served in preceding stations.

Much interesting information is found in the detailed
reports of the other Principals and Grand Superintend-
ents, particularly noticable being this:

One unique occurrence during the Refreshment Hour after
Chapter (Capital City, Edmonton), was the bidding farewell
and wishing “bon voyage” to Comp. Wild, Third Principal, who
was leaving for Aklivik, the Post farthest north on the Arctic
Ocean, to take charge of a detachment of Royal Northwest
Mounted Police, and who would not return for several years.

Of'fici'al recognition is given those who faithfully
SCIVe In important places, for Past Rank is conferred

on Grand Superintendents, some of whom during their

year of office travel thousands of miles in visiting some

of the far away Chapters and endure hardships as well.
Recognition of the Grang Chapter of Queensland was
left in abeyance, pending further information,
Of course there is no Order of High Priesthood.
Quite concise is the report of the Committee on For-
eign Correspondence, and apparently by the Chairman,
M.".E.".Comp. J. E. Johnson. He finds a few items of
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interest in the Florida Proceedings, and for his approval
we thank him.
Next Annual in Calgary, March 16 and 17, 1927,
E. G. Ironsides, Grand Z.; C, R. Wentzel, Grand
Scribe E.; J. E. Johnson, Correspondent; all of Calgary.

ARIZONA—1926

Chapters, 11. Members, 1,305. Exalted, 42.
Net Loss, 1.

NeLsox: C. Brepsok, Grand High Priest.

Every Chapter was represented; 'all Gr_and Off-icerf,,
many Past Grands and the Grand I:Ilgh Priest, M.".E.".
Comp, Charles H. King, of California, were present whe.:n
the Grand Chapter opened its Thirty-sixth Annual in
Tuscon, Feb. 9, 1926. Unavoidable reasons no doubt
prevented the attendance of the other Permanent Mem-
bers, “noble Giblemites,” but no reason is shown why
Florida was not represented.

Fortunately Grand High Pri_est Blf:dsoe was  not
overly burdened with official duties, which enabled him
to officially visit most of the Chapters, and but for un-
avoidable natural causes he would -hax:e‘ had a “clean
slate.” Particularly enjoyable was his visit to the Grand
Chapter of California, being accompanied by several
Arizona Companions, for, he says:

The Grand High Priest of California welcomed the Grand
High Priest of Arizona in true California style. He expressed
his felicitationis and tendered the gavel, the emblem of authority
of the Grand Chapter of California, to the Grand High Priest
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of ti.:e State of Arizona, who accepted it and for one brief moment
Prcstdcd over the Grand Chapter of California, for the first time
in the history of Capitular Masonry,

. He was requested to rule on the acceptance of a peti-
tion from a Brother who was afflicted with a tubercular
knee, which rendered it impossible for him to stand or
walk, although he was a man of means and would not
become a burden on the Chapter. The ruling was that
the applicant was ineligible because he could not comply
with the required rites and cermonies.

The unfortunate closing of a bank tied up the available
funds of the Grand Chapter and brought about the resig-
nation of the Grand Treasurer, though in nowise held
responsible. The resignation was accepted and an ap-
pointment made for the rest of the year,

In order to stimulate interest the Grand High Priest
recommended that some Chapter be designated to demon-
strate how that particular degree is being conferred in
that Chapter. He also recommended that some plan be
arranged whereby Grand Chapter will have one whole day
in which to complete its work. Grand Chapter approved
both these recommendations and the in-coming Grand
High Priest already had some work mapped out for him.

The committee reports were the merely formal ap-
proving of the actions of the Grand High Priest.

There is no Order of High Priesthood, nor is there
a Report on Correspondence.

Next Annual in Phoenix, Feb. 8, 1927,

Harry A. Drachman, Grand High Priest; George 7.
Roskruge, Grand Secretary; both of Tucson.
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ARKANSAS—1926

Chapters, 93. Members, 8,079. Exalted, 445.
Net Gain, 32.

Hunter D. Bowers, Grand High Priest.

Possibly the above statistics may be slightly incor-
rect, for the Grand Secretary states “it is impossible for
me to make an accurate report to the Grand Chapter of
the complete membership and the loss or gain.” How-
ever the above figures are taken from the Synopsis of
Returns to the Seventy-seventh Annual held in Little
Rock, Nov. 18, 1926, with most of the Grand Officers
and Past Grands present and a large percentage of the
subordinate Chapters represented; but Florida was not
in evidence.

Somewhat brief was the account of stewardship of
Grand High Priest Bowers, for his recorded activities
do not appear to have been overly burdensome. He made
a good start in sending out monthly letters to the sev-
eral Chapters, but, he states, “the apparent lack of interest
among the Chapters caused me to abandon the project.”

He endeavored to secure concurrent jurisdiction near
the Arkansas-Missouri line, but he was advised by the
Grand High Priest of Missouri “that their law would not
permit such procedure.”

One of his decisions was that whenever the charter
of a Subordinate Chapter was arrested, the Grand Chap-
ter assumed all indebtedness; but this was modified “to
the extent of the proceeds of the assets of the defunct
Chapter and no more.”

Another was that when a Past High Priest of an-
other State affiliates with an Arkansas Chapter he does
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not retain his title unless he has been regularly elected
and installed in that Chapter.

He refused to issue a dispensation to an active Chap-
ter to accept petitions from a practically dormant Chap-
ter, without its consent. He issued dispensations for four
new Chapters, and arrested the charters of three. Where
there are dormant Chapters one wonders, with the pres-
ent good roads and quick transportation, if consolidq.
tion of the weaker with the stronger would not be more
beneficial to the Royal Craft? This is being done ip
some sections, and with apparent satisfactory results.

Grand Chapter generously enlarged on the recom-
mendation of the Grand High Priest in the matter of
jewels for Past Grand High Priests:

That commencing with 1926 two Past Grand High Priest jewels
will be presented annually to the two oldest Grand High Priests in
point of years, and also to the retiring Grand High Priest, unti]
all have been supplied.

One U. D, Chapter which failed to make returns or
pay dues requested the return of its dispensation and
also the $100 fee which accompanied it, but Grand Chap-
ter decided to continue the dispensation another year.
Two other active Chapters wished to surrender their
f:harte.rs, but instead these requests were referred to the
mcoming Grand High Priest.

Reco'gnition and exchange of Representatives were
made with the Grand Chapters of Manitoba and Sas-

katcl?ewan, there being some doubt that such action had
previously been taken.

Only a half dozen qualified Companions deemed the
f.]rder of High Priesthood desirable, - Others are miss-
ing something worth while.
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Past Grand High Priest Mark P. Olney, for the sixth
time, reviews the proceedings of other Grand Chapters
and finds:

A general dearth in work and interest throughout the country,
and in a number of states the Grand Chapters show a decrease in
membership rather than a going forward. Also that the question
of ritual is pretty well secttled, and that the General Grand Chapter
ritual is somewhat gaining in prestige.

Ye scribe is wondering if Companion Olney read
carefully the Florida 1926 Proceedings concerning “‘em-
eritus” and “life” membership. None of the Florida
Grand Bodies recommend “life” membership, nor, so far
as the writer knows, do any of those subordinate to
them. Further mention is made to this in another re-
view.

We also thank him for his kindly reference, but wish
to correct the impression of being an officer in the
General Grand Chapter, merely a member of a standing
committee in that Body.

Next Annual in Little Rock, Nov. 17, 1927,

Shem E. Hollabaugh, Marshall, Grand High Priest:
John C. Bone, Batesville,r Grand Secretary: Mark P.
Olney, Mena, Correspondent.

BRITISH COLUMBIA—1926

Chapters, 44. Members, 2,630. Exalted, 175.
Net Gain, 81.

F. C. Birp, Past Grand Z. presiding.

In the midst of life’s duties, before his year of service
was completed, M.".E.".Comp. John Gammon, Grand Z.,
was suddenly stricken with death and his station was
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vacated by him forever. For more than a score of years
he was devoted to Masonry in its varied phases and seems
never to have been found wanting when he was needed.

A summary of the official acts of M.".E.".Comp.
Gannon was presented in lieu of an address of Immediate
Past Grand Z. Bird, which indicated that part of the
Capitular year had been uneventful, and of no particular
interest to the outside world.

Grand Second Principal H., R.".E.".Comp. T, 140
Carey, assumed charge the remaining few weeks of the
year, although he stated that he questioned his constity-
tional rights and suggested that definite provisions shoulg
be made in future cases, should another Grand Z. for any
reason be unable to complete the duties of the year. This
was done by a constitutional amendment that the Grand
Second Principal shall assume all the duties of the Grand
First Principal, but nothing appears about carrying the
added honors with the added responsibilities.

It is so seldom that anything amusing is recorded in
the usually prosaic proceedings that this from the report
of the Grand Registrar of a happening in a British Co-
lumbia Chapter is given:

It is that of a candidate drawing out a large roll of bills and
presenting the Worshipful Master, at a central stage in the confer-
ring of a certain degree, to his surprise and chagrin with a dollar
bill. It is needless to say what happened, but the dollar hill is
framed with the Ex. Companion's photo and hangs in the Chapter
room as a warning to all S. D's.

Due and careful search fails to disclose additional
matters of Capitular interest to the Craft at large ex-
cepting the Report on Correspondence by R.".E.".Comp.
J. W. Prescott, Grand Scribe E., who effectually “covers”

the proceedings of every Grand Chapter that has reached
him. - s
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Florida is consistently reviewed which include a re-
production from the address of Grand High Priest Wirt
on the value of friendship, and which Companion Pres-
cott well says is “to the point.” He noted that the Perma-
nent Officers “are truly veterans,” citing the Grand
Treasuer, M. .E.".Companion Marcus Endel, who is now
in the twenty-ninth year of service in that office, and
was Grand High Priest in 1888 and 1889, which makes
him the dean of the “Amen Corner,” not only in the
Grand Chapter, but in the Grand Lodge as well, being
Grand Master in 1893, and a member of the Committee
on Work in the Grand Lodge so long that the memory of
man runneth not back to the contrary. He also compli-
ments ye scribe by quoting freely from our report of the
year previous. Thank you.

Next Annual in New Westminster, June 23, 1927.

Thomas H. Carey, Cumberland, Grand Z.; John W.
Prescott, Vancouver, Grand Scribe E. and Correspondent.

CALIFORNIA—1926

Chapters, 123. Members, 24,744, Exalted, 1,676.
Net Gain, 1,198,

CuarLes H. King, Grand High Priest.

No Grand Masters of Veils are recorded at the formal
opening of the Seventy-second Annual held in San Fran-
cisco, April 20, 1926, but every other station was right-
fully filled, there being also in attendance nine Past
Grands, seven survivors of the 1906 earthquake and fire,
Florida’s Grand Representative, and the distinguished
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visitors included high lights from every other Masonic
Body in the State besides Past Grand Herbert J. Evans,
of Oklahoma. This was also the occasion for presenting
each Past Grand High Priest with an appropriate apron.
Altogether it was a fitting opening of a harmonijous
session which seems to describe the Capitular spirit
throughout the State.

This no doubt is the logical result of the wonderfy
record of Grand High Priest King who individually
visited 105 of the Chapters of the State and the remain-
ing ones by joint convocations, which required 240 days
and the traveling of over 31,000 miles. He has truly
“kept the faith” and is entitled to the honors, and he
may well say:

I feel rather fortunate that through the will of God, the for.
bearance of my good wife, and the assistance of you good Com.
panions, to have been able to make good in at least one of my
promises of a year ago, in visiting all of the Chapters of the
Jurisdiction.

Capitular Masonry is forging ahead in our Jurisdiction, quietly
but forcefully. Peace and harmony prevails and there are wonder-
ful prospects for the ensuing year.

His most interesting meeting and visitation appears to
have been at Los Angeles when the Grand Officers con-
ferred Royal Arch degree, the candidates including Wil-
liam Gibbs McAdoo, the Mayor of Los Angeles, a Judge
of the Superior Court and six other prominent Masons,
nearly a thousand being turned away for lack of space.
This pertinent comment is illuminating :

For the benefit of the few officers throughout the state, who
still confer the work with the book in hand, I might say that your
Grand Officers so perfected themselves as not to bring discredit
upon the Grand Chapter.

-
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The Grand High Priest is a thorough believer in out-
door meetings, five being held during the year. He cited
one of a previous year when over 800 were present.

Being called upon to set the Keystone in a new Tem-
ple, he had a special ceremony prepared, for he found
none existing. A few years ago Past Grand High Priest
F. B. Stoneman, of Miami, formulated and performed a
somewhat similar ceremony in Miami,

Appropriate mention is made of the passing away of
M.".E.".Companion Harry Maundrell, who was Grand
High Priest in 1920.

Only a few decisions were required and the only one
of general interest was his refusal to grant a dispensation
to allow a blind man to receive the degrees.

He recommended raising the annual dues from $3.00
to $6.00, but Grand Chapter believed $4.00 enough. How-
ever it must be different with the Lodges, for at the last
Communication of that Grand Lodge we notice it ap-
proved many Lodge by-laws raising the dues to $12.00
and a few to $15.00.

He recommended that Chapters change from the
moon schedule, for in these days of “jazz wagons,” he
says, “the moon plays but little part.”

Most of the long list of special dispensations would
not have been required under Florida laws. There may
be such things as too much machinery.

Grand Chapter did not look with approval upon a
resolution which would require Companions to give evi-

dence of standing in Blue Lodge when paying Chapter
degrees,

Moral but not practical sympathy was expressed in
the work of the National Tuberculosis Sanatoria Asso-
ciation, Wayfayers’ Club of Arizona and the Near East
Relief.

2—G Chap Cor
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So “eloquent and interesting” was the address of
M.".E.".Comp. Mattison B. Jones, General Grand Ro al
Arch Captain of the General Grand Chapter, who Wasyan
eleventh hour substitute for the Grand Orator, that “h
was rewarded by the unanimous and long ’ 5
plause of all present.”

Nearly four score of qualified Companions were
set apart to the Order of High Priesthood and the fo
officers re-elected.

For the fifth time E.".Comp. Max A. Plumb present
his Report on Correspondence, and it is again of th .
cal variety, in which he finds two or three itemsg from th
Florida proceedings worth reproducing. Eviden] i e
“Companions were “tired of the topical form whic};; .
have had now for five years,” for it is recorded t}:’»'e
Arthur A. Willoughby, of Healdsburg, is the chai L
of the Correspondence Committee, A

Next Annual in Santa Barbara, April 19 ang 20, 1927

Clifton S. Hite, Sacramento, Grand High ’Pr, / :
Thomas A. Davies, San Francisco, Grand Secretary .lift'
thur A, Willoughby, Healdsburg, Correspondent. y; Ar-

continued ap-

dul y
TMer

e t0pi..

CANADA—1926

Chapters, 153. Members, 25,650. Exalted, 1,143,
Net Gain, 335.

W. H. Davis, Grand Z.

All the Presiding Officers of the other Canadian
Grand Bodies as well as the Grand High Priests and other
Grand Officials of the Grand Chapters of Michigan.
New York, Pennsylvania and Quebec were present when
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the gavel sounded which convened in Ample Form the
Sixty-eighth Annual in the City of Toronto, Feb. 24,
1926. Of additional interest was the presentation to the
Past Z’'s of “beautiful new chain collars with
their Jewels of Office attached.” But for some reason,
good, no doubt, R.".E.".Comp. James H. Cowan, Flor-
ida’s Grand Representative, was not present.

Operative rather than speculative matters prevailed
throughout the comprehensive address of the Grand Z.,
in which he briefly presented his official acts of the year,
which included the consecration of three new Chapters,
the approving and appointing of Grand Representatives
as well as the approval of Chapter by-laws and the recom-
mendation that a model set of by-laws be prepared, which
was referred to a special committee.

In granting dispensations to confer degrees upon
candidates with physical disabilities, he takes this practical
view, surely applicable in Capitular Masonry: "I con-
sider mental and moral qualifications much more impor-
tant than physical qualifications.” He refused to allow
regalia to be worn in attendance at divine service, but did
permit it at an “At Home,” when attended by Masons and
their families only. TFlorida has so much sunshine that
our Chapter Masons are very willing to confine the
wearing of regalia to the absolutely necessary Royal
Craft functions held behind its tyled doors.

Most if not all Canadian Grand Chapters do not in-
clude the Past Master’s degree, and visitations sometimes
lead to embarrassment, as did occur when a Canadian
Companion wished to visit a Rochester Chapter. Naturally
being denied admission, the matter was taken up with
the Grand Chapter of New York and the Grand Z. was
informed:
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That, while, by their constitution, he could not be admitted
without receiving the degree, the Chapter had the power to confer
the degree upon him.

One of the rulings was that Chapter minutes might
be typewritten, with the provision that each sheet be
numbered, signed and afterwards secured in binder.
Florida regulations absolutely prohibit loose leaf record
books.

Another ruling pertained to a claimed lost dimit of
which there was no record, and which he ordered granted,
with this sensible comment:

If the Companion is honest in his contention, an injustice would
be done him by not granting it, and no Chapter should ever £
unjust to a Companion. If the Companion is dishonest in hig
claim, the Chapter is well advised not to seek to continue him as
a member.

His official visitations included as many subordinate
Chapters as opportunity permitted as well as to the Grand
Chapters of New York and Pennsylvania,

He gave this interesting bit of historical information :

In Hamilton, on the 19th of January, 1857, eight earnest Royal
Arch Masons met and formed the Grand Chapter of Canada.
From this small beginning, the present Grand Chapter, with its
153 subordinate Chapters and its 25650 Companions, and flourish-
ing Grand Chapters in Qucbec, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta
and British Columbia, each considered by us “A Daughter in her
Mother's house but Mistress in her own” have grown and de-
veloped.

If such a thing were possible and the eyes of those Grand old
Masons could penctrate the veil separating the Grand Chapter above
and this Grand Convocation, we can easily imagine them saying,
“We builded better than we knew.”

When our District Deputy Grand High Priests, or
by whatever title designated, become embued with the
Capitular enthusiasm of our Canadian Companions, they
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will make willing sacrifices and visit every Chapter al-
Iotted them, even more than once and their reports will
be as instructive and inspiring as are those each year in
the Grand Chapter of Canada, which occupy nearly a
hundred pages of the Canada Proceedings.

When questions of economy arise it is interesting to
note the various conceptions of retrenchment suggested.
Canada Grand Chapter ordered it to begin by limiting the
report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence to
150 to 200 pages. Perhaps if the Florida practice of
presenting in pamphlet form the Correspondence Reports
at the Annuals, so that each one in attendance might have
one to read and take back home with him, thus giving it
greater publicity and so enhancing its real value, Grand
Chapter members might have deemed it expedient to have
taken here a little and there a little from the several ap-
propriations, and not have placed the entire burden on
one of its most, if not the most, educational factor,

Encouraging is the report of the Committee on Capi-
tular Masonry which notes that the prevailing sentiment
is not “more members,” but “better members.” It par-
ticularly emphasizes that in the selection of officers and
leaders it should be continually kept in mind that timely
admonition, that “He who would wear the spurs must
first win them.” A timely query of the hour—“Is Royal
Arch Masonry too cheap—are we giving a year’s mem-
bership with all its privileges for less than cost?” If so,
it can only be overcome by increasing the yearly dues and
making the revenue commensurate with the operating
expenses. These pertinent suggestions are applicable to
the Craft everywhere,

Tribute was paid to the memory of M.".E.".Comp.
John E. Harding, First Grand Principal in 1892 and
1893, and also the same years Grand Master of the Grand
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Lodge. He had the unique distinction of being a member
of Grand Chapter fifty-three years and of Grand Lodge
forty-five years.

Although approving all the official acts of the Grand
Z., yet the committee report on his address was not Rrﬂ-
sented to Grand Chapter until towards the close, a sim-
ilarity often noticable in other Grand Bodies as .well,
which often causes ye scribe to wonder how comittees
can consider matters before they have been regularly pre-
sented ?

M.".E..Comp. W. N, Ponton, Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Correspondence, recommended recogni-
tion of the Grand Chapter of Queensland, and it was re-
ferred to the Executive Committee to report at the next
Annual. However, the above title is not the specific

name of_ either of the Grand Chapters which have been
formed in Queensland.

Companion Ponton's Review of Sister Jurisdictions
follows and is a valuable compendium of Caf]itular juris-
prudence and eloquence, with copious reproductions and
appropriate comment. He knows what he wants to say
and thr;n says it, and the members of The Guild anﬂ -we
opine Canadian companions as well, wil - if this

N2 : ! » Will regret if this
privilege be curtailed. ‘

Under Florida h i

e designates the pract; i ing

ol 1§ o i g

monuments to £ s I m.lc'" i urectu‘i‘b
of Grand High Priests “a

. Of regq rd s l L i .
atiane Ao | s
ations fYD'ETI the proceeds £ _Ilb o

et :
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across it many reartl © to give the author, for he came

stuck by him e\,zr b ago, and for some reason it has

works of one of e As he recalls it, it was in the
one of the carlier English writers.

' the memory
unique and worthy trihyte
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There is so much in the Canada volume to interest and
instruct that ye writer scarcely knows when or where to
stop.

Next Annual in Ottawa, Feb. 23 and 24, 1927,

Kenneth J. Dunstan, Grand Z., and Henry T. Smith,
Grand Scribe E., both of Toronto; W. N. Ponton, Belle-
ville, Correspondent.

COLORADO—1926

Chapters, 53. Members, 8,102. Exalted, 346.
Net Gain, 38,

Roeert A. StEEN, Grand High Priest.

For some reason uneventful are the Proceedings
of the Fifty-fifth Annual held at Denver, Sept. 23, 1926,
with all the Grand Officers and many of the Past Grands
present, with but few Chapter representatives and Flor-
ida missing.

As the dimensions of the Lodge are said to embrance
all climes, so the conscious and unconscious Masonic in-
fluence of M..E.".Comp. Ernest LeNeve Foster may
be said to be almost as extensive. He was Grand High
Priest in 1887, and was chairman of the Committee on
Correspondence of the Grand Chapter for thirty-eight
years. His great lifework, however, seems to have
been the founding and administration of the Benevolent
Fund of the Grand Lodge. Another Permanent Mem-
ber to respond to the final summons the last time was
M.".E.".Comp. Cromwell Tucker, Grand High Priest

in 1903.
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A disturbing feature of the year was a bank failure
which temporarily tied up practically all of the Grand
Chapter funds. However matters were finally adjusted
so that most of the funds were recovered. The resig-
nation of the Grand Treasurer came later,

Only one decision was required from the Grand
High Priest, and that pertained to dues. Most of his
other official acts were of local interest only. Particu-
larly commendable were his official visitations to Chap-
ters which seldom or never had been honored by a
Grand Officer, being in three of the four corners of the

state, two of which were on the opposite side of the
Continental Divide from centers of population.

The appointments of Grand Representatives are made
b}' the Committee on Correspondence and all were ap-
proved. Ample preparations appear to be under way
for the coming Triennial of the General Grand Chapter
as well as General Grand Council, though no details
are given.

Tl_-le Gr:ncral. Custodians of the Work do not favor
adopting that of tf&e Qelrra; Grand Chapter, but instead
presented a rev 1;6 work of its own, and which appar-
ently was adopted.

Twenty-six Companions wer

: = 2 € set ap
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Under Florida he notes the amounts that were ap-
propriated for tubercular relief in Arizona and New
Mexico, and with this comment:

Appeals have been sent out to all Grand Masonic Bodies, we
understand, from these institutions, and while we have no wish
to say anything to the disadvantage of institutions with which we
are not thoroughly familiar, we would suggest that tabulated report
submitted by them may possibly be incorrect—not published so
intentionally, but on account of unreliable information. This mat-
ter has been discussed by the Grand Master of New York, who,
from returns received from all his constituent Lodges, found a
great discrepancy in the number of Masons reported by New
York Lodges as being in New Mexico and needing assistance, and
the number reported by New Mexico.

He also quotes a paragraph from the work of ye
scribe pertaining to those organizations which make Ma-
sonic membership prerequisite, “as one deserving care-
ful attention by all Masons.”

Next Annual in Denver, Sept. 22, 1927, which is

the week preceding that of the General Grand Chapter
Triennial.

Frank D. Burns, Grand High Priest; William W.
Cooper, Grand Secretary; H. W. Woodward, Corre-
spondent ; all of Denver.

CONNECTICUT—1926

Chapters, 44. Members, 16,531. Exalted, 684.
Net Gain, 376.

WirriamM Bowers, Grand High Priest.

For the purpose of exemplifying the Royal Arch De-
gree, a Special Convocation was held on the day previous
to the formal convening of the One Hundred and Twenty-
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eighth Annual, in Hartford, May 11, 1926, A long list
of Grand Officers, Standing Committees, Permanent
Members, Gr_and Representatives and all but one of the
subordinate Chapters, assisted the Grand High Priest in
all his undertakings, and that one Chapter was fined
$8.00 for non-representation, but there appears to be no
penalty attached for the absence of Florida’s Grand Rep-
resentative. New York, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, Rhode Island and Delaware furnished dis-

tinguished sons to grace the occasion, and added to the
flow of oratorical admonitions.

The address of the Grand High Priest is a strictly
business recital of official acts and with no frills. )
All of the official acts of the Grand High Priest were
approved. However, two or three of the special dis-

pensations granted were made ahead of time to

the date of regular Convocations a week SO as
: ) y S

Council Officers to attend the

Grand Chapter, both coming th
to the report of the Credentials C

advance
to allow
Annual Convocation of
¢ same date, According
~Ommittee, in no case

were all three Council members of these Chapters pres-

ent, either one of whom we presume could have presided

;1;1}:3-1&;“?; S one to wonder why the necessity of anticipat-
thh a lailure to meet, when if jt then became necessary
€ same reques = : s5ary
lected Crojuest might have been made to th ly-
clected Grand High Priest? e newly

The Grand I; ot
ber of visitationg li};(irlest Teported a considerable num-

. 5 J ., Sey . 5 * A
dictional, » several of which were interjuris-

On aceo .

- ount of it , . - -
deprived of many of Sﬂ geographical location Florida is
50 much enjoyed by th 16{“mter5tate visitations which are
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this great country., Ompanions in other sections of
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At the previous Annual an effort was made to con-
sider state-wide jurisdiction, but it seems to have lost out
even before reaching committee consideration.

Noting that in working the Royal Arch Degree Com-
panions often came on the floor in misfit uniforms or
with parts missing, he recommended the elimination of
all uniforms and robes in this degree except those worn
by the Council Officers, and substituting for the others
tuxedos or business suits, with belt for sword from right
shoulder to left hip. This was referred to the Committee
on Ritual, who tried it out at an exemplification, which
evidently was pleasing, for Grand Chapter instructed that
the work in this degree the coming year be substantially
as it was worked before Grand Chapter.

Noting that the attendance in Chapter at the beginning
of degree work was greater than at the closing, he won-
ders if this would not be overcome by eliminating much
or all of the r. and r. r., which the writer understands is
done in the General Grand Chapter work and which is
now being adopted by several of the Grand Chapters.

Excellent equipment in itself will not produce results,
unless there is the necessary action along with it, for at
one Grand Official visitation the Officer reported “that
only three of the officers of the Chapter thought it worth
while to attend on the night of inspection,” and he ser-
iously considered recommending the surrender of the
charter.

It will now be possible for Chapters to act upon appli-
cations for affiliation, unaccompanied by a dimit, but
not to take effect until after the dimit has been deposited.

It was again brought to the attention of Chapters that
all aprons should have the proper emblem upon them,

otherwise the Companions are not properly clothed as
Royal Arch Masons.
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One of the first official acts of the newly-elected
Grand High Priest was to rectify an error made by the
Grand Chapter in ratifying the appointment of a Com-
panion as Honorary Member of the Masonic Charity
Foundation, he being ineligible by reason of being a mem-
ber of a Lodge outside of Connecticut.

It is just as necessary for Chapter representatives to
be present at the closing roll call as at the opening, for
two Chapters were notified to show cause “‘why the usual
fine should not be imposed upon them for non-representa-
tion at (the final) roll call.”

Immediately following the closing of Grand Chapter
the Annual Grand Convention of Anointed High Priests
was held, when about the usual proportion, approximately
a half, of the High Priests to the number of Chapters
were set apart to that order. _

Appreciating that there was no use in further “kick-
ing against the pricks,” Grand Secretary and Past Grand
High Priest George A. Kies gets right down to business
and again presents a Review of other Grand Chapters
second to none.

Under Florida he is glad that Grand High Priest
Wirt did not issue a single “hurry-up” dispensation. e
is courteous and complimentary to the writer of this by
reproducing with apparent approval several comments.
Thank you.

Next Annual in Hartford, May 10 and 11, 1927.

Elbert L. Darbie, Danielson, Grand High Priest;

L]

George A. Kies, Hartford, Grand Secretary and Corre-
spondent,
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DELAWARE—1926

Chapters, 5. Members, 2,068. Exalted, 49.
Net Gain, 3.

WEest A. TrorTeEr, Grand High Priest.

Of course the attendance of Grand Officers and
Chapter Representatives was 100 per cent plus at the
Fifty-eighth Annual, held in Wilmington, January 20,
1926 ; besides there were oodles of Permanent Members
and distinguished visitors from New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania and New York, and Florida’s Grand Representa-
tive, E.".Comp. Leslie W. Stout, as well.

This sentence in the opening part of the address of
the Grand High Priest indicates the Capitular condition
existing in Delaware:

We have been making no special efforts towards any particular
objective and for this reason the year has passed quietly. It is
our good fortune to report that a gain has been made in our
membership, although very small.

All the Chapters were officially visited and he was
privileged to include three visits of an inter-jurisdictional
character, although he regretted that he found it neces-
sary to decline as many more.

He was requested to do courtesy work for Nevada,
but by the time the preliminaries were arranged the re-
cipient-to-be had evidently changed his mind and the
efforts were as “‘sweetness wasted on the desert air.”

The Order of High Priesthood being compulsory, all
elected High Priests were instructed to forward their
certificates of election immediately after the election had

taken place.
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5 T s submitted
Nothing else of outside importance w:;:e:luto e
by the Grand High Priest. All matters semm3 ghespper
b‘::en transacted in a Masonic _ai_ld busmegs;m“ms 2!
he was appreciative of the privileges ar(‘; “bef_ore g
received which he EKPTESSEd as he Sal-_ y - Often n.ladc
he game to my successor.”” References .:':rlar e
to Ll i i z %:Plliall'itw seen the
this is the first time the writer reca g
¢ 2
i hso tuie?t:. so well satisfied with i'ts present
ﬁmif;?i i?c:a?l%lfted the committee’s report which recom-
; c ing made.
& nD{LE?(? gii;);:;gg committees, seldom noticed, is
thatot?g E?ést Grand High Priest’s Pm’trfut. . -

Following requirement, each of th(? fw‘e I—Izgh‘ Prlestgl-
elect were advanced to the Order of High P}'lesltl?oot.i
and the Recorder was instruct_ed to I.)urchase an individua
service set for use in conferring this degree.

For the tenth time Past Grand King Thos. ]. ]:-)ay
presents a Review of Proceedings which, though brief,
contains much of interest and instructions for the Dela-
ware Companions, and the other readers as well, He
finds several features worth noting in Florida's 1925
Proceedings, and with no adverse comment. DBeing 2
regular Florida winter visitor he can speak with author-
ity, for his peregrinations always include a call on ve
scribe.  He has our permission to come oftener and re-
main longer, And this is a blanket invitation and not
confined to members of the Guild either.

Next Annual in Wilmington, Jan. 19, 1927,

George O, Fearon, Georgetown, Grand High Priest;
John W, Macklem,

Grand Secretary, and Thos. J. Day,
Correspondent, both of Wilmington.

FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA—1926

Chapters, 16. Members, 6,558, Exalted, 316.
Net Loss, 53.

J. Davis Braprierp, Grand High Priest.

Representatives from every Chapter,
Past Grands and all the regula
when the gavel fell at the
tion, held in Washington,
Grand Commander}'

half a dozen
r officers were present
Fifty-ninth Annual Convoca-
Feb. 10, 1926. Grand Lodge,
and Grand Council, were also repre-
sented. Weather conditions were responsible for the ab-
sence of Past General Grand High Priest George E. Cor-
son and Past Grand High Priest W. W, Jermayne, and ill-

ness for other Past Grands. Grand Secretary Emeritus

Arvine W. Johnston was a hospital inmate as a result of
a fall, but no excuse is

offered for the absence of Florida’s
spokesman,

During the year the last summons came to one mem-
ber of the Permanent F

‘amily, M.".E.".Comp. Harrison
Dingman, who was Grand High Priest in 1893,

No disturbances having arisen among the
the address of the Grand High Priest w
ing nature, in which he soug

contact to promote a spirit of fraternity, whereby the
privileges of Capitular Masonry would he better appreci-
ated and its material interests advanced,

No necessity for formal decisions were needed, for
access to the Grand High Priest and the Grand Secretary
were always available and a free discussion of the prob-
lems made solutions easy.

Of the two dispensations, one was granted because jt
was for a constitutional requirement but the other was re-

workmen,
as of an encourag-
ht by frequent personal




4

32 GRAND CHAPTER OF FLORIDA

fused, being a permission to ballot short of time. '.I‘l'u:
reason advanced was that the petitioner wished to join
a Commandery with some friends, which of course was
unot of sufficient importance to strain if not break a con-
stitutional provision. )
Grand High Priest Bradfield discusses at consider-
able length the present condition of the Craft, induc(':d,
no doubt, by the fact that while the exaltations and rein-
statements for the last two years were about the same,
there was a material increase in the number of those
dimitted and suspended for non-payment of dues. These
conditions prevail in many other Grand Chapters to a
greater or less extent. He reasons with many oth_er.-,;
that the real solution of this problem will be the making
of Royal Arch Masonry more attractive to its adhe.rents.
As the conclusions reached by him are equally applicable
to the Royal Craft at large, the crux is here presented:

If we can find means by which to insure the active participation
of a large number of our Companions in the work undertaken ‘b_v
the Chapters, we shall have solved the problem of retaining a_nd in-
creasing our membership. I do not mean participation in the
ritualistic work, for necessarily the number who may actively par-
ticipate in that is limited, but there are many other lines of activi-
ties in which we might engage with resulting benefit to us as indi-
viduals, as communities and as an organization, and the successful
High Priest will find channels into which he may direct the encrgies

of his members and foster their interest in and devotion to the Royal
Arch,

One of the very practical methods already being put
into operation, and which is shared by all the Masonic fmd
pseudo-Masonic Bodies in the District, is the reorganiza-
tion of the Masonic Employment Bureau. It will be
under the control of the Grand Lodge and giVl}S great
promise of being a real service. This altruistic work
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is not confined to this one city alone but is being employed
in some form in many of the great centers throughout
the country.

Different methods for improving ritualistic profic-
iency are being used, each of which are producing results,
but it appears to the writer that the Grand Bodies using
the Grand Lecturer plan in connection with the Schools
of Instruction are reporting the greater benefits. This
is the plan pursued in the District of Columbia. Grand
High Priest Bradfield speaks in high terms of the pro-
ficiency attained by the officers as well as the splendid
attendance.

When the Grand High Priest so fully covers all the
business of the year in his address there is but little for
the several Committees to do but to report “nothing has
been referred to us.” So it is there is nothing else left
for the reviewer to say but, “Me, too.”

Two Conventions of the Order of High Priesthood
were held, the first to receive the fourteen petitions pre-
sented and elect officers for the next year, and the sec-
ond, about a month later, to consecrate and set apart the
petitioners and hold the annual banquet. Florida has not
yet reached the banquet stage.

“The big rush is over,” is the way Past Grand High
Priest W. W. Jermane starts off his Doings of the Var-
ious Grand Chapters in the Capitular World. By this
he means that some of those who came in with the
crowd during war time conditions are now quietly leaving
by dimit and suspension. He further adds:

I have said several times in the course of this review, the pend-
ulm, having swung violently to one side of the arc of the circle,
is due to swing just as violently to the other side, and is now doing
it. There is no human agency that can stop the operation of that
[ =

3—G Chap Cor
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There isn’t anything serious about it, or that should cause worry.
We shall weather the storm, * * *

Let us get it out of our heads that the blame rests with in-
dividuals in the constituent Chapters. They are as powerless as
everybody else. The law of compensation is at work, and all we can
do is to sit tight, know that things are going to come out alright and
that there is no occasion for alarm, even in the milder forms.

‘With all due respect to our esteemed Companion, the
writer of this, who has been secretary of his Lodge and
Chapter several years, is convinced there would have been
more suspensions in both bodies had the secretary been
less dil'igent, and he does not believe his experience is an
exception.

Companion Jermane’s is a well written review of
Florida, plainly showing that it is the work of a trained
newspaper man of years of experience. He particularly
commends the erection of monuments over the deceased
G{and High Priests as an innovation and expresses the
wish “that it may be adopted elsewhere.” e opines that
it 1s doubtful if there will ever be a unanimity in the
matter of head covering of the High Priest while presid-
mng. Noting that the Grand High Priest was also ex-
officio Grand Lecturer, he believes it would be better
to elect or appoint a Grand Lecturer as one of the Grand
Chapter Officers, for, he says:

Without the constant oversight of such an officer, the tendency
on the part of Chapter Officers invariably is to fall below the re-
quired standards of ritualistic proficiency. Tf this isn’t true in Flor-
ida, that State is an exception to the rule.

Next Annual in Washington, Feb. 9, 1927.

Daniel G. Davis, Grand High Priest; J. Claude
Keiper, Grand Secretary; W. W. Jermane, Correspond-
ent; all of Washington.
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ENGLAND AND WALES

After an absence of five years in Australia, M.".W.".
The Earl of Stradbroke, Pro Grand Master, presided at
the Quarterly held Aug. 31, 1926, and he stated that he
felt it was a “‘very great honor indeed to have been ap-
pointed year after year,” during his absence.

Advices received from a deputation from the various
Grand Masonic Bodies of England who were making a
trip through South Africa, contain this interesting in-
formation:

We had a Mark Lodge there (Grahamtown) that night, the
work was very good indeed, a Craft meeting last Saturday, a KT,
mecting tonight, a Craft meeting again tomorrow and on Wednesday,
we give the Thirtieth degree to about six candidates.

It is quite evident that from a Masonic point of view, things
are going well, and a pleasant side of it is that all the different
Degrees are heing worked together in unity.

I will not go into details now about the relations between the
different Constitutions, but these are very amicable,

GEORGIA—1926

Chapters, 163. Members, 18.516. Exalted, 675.
Net Loss, 399,

WiLniam A. Sims, Grand High Priest.

Good reasons, presumably, account for the rather
large net loss in membership during the year, as well as
the lack of representation of approximately a third of
the subordinate Chapters at the One Hundred and Fourth
Arnnual, held in Macon, April 28 and 29, 1926. This in
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a measure, however, was overcome by the presence of
every Grand Officer, most of the Past Grands as well
as the presiding officers of Grand Lodge, Grand Council
and Grand Commandery, and of course Florida, because
it was represented by the Grand High Priest himself.
Three vacancies occurred in the ranks of the Past
Grand Officers: M.".E.".Comp. Jacob A. Walton, Past
Grand High Priest, 1908-09; I.".Comp. Harry S. Cold-
ing, Grand Captain of the Host in 1910; M. .E. .Comp.
James W. Taylor, Grand High Priest, 1886 to 1893, and
General Grand High Priest 1900; also Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge and of the Grand Council. His Ma-

sonic career was notable in many ways, as the records
show :

He was initiated by Haralson Lodge No. 142, on October 25,
1854, the day he was twenty-one years old, and was raised on No-
\'cmbc}- 25th.  Five years later he entered the Grand Lodge of
Georgia and until October, 1925, never missed a roll call of the Grand
Lodge. During the Civil war he obtained a furlough to attend
Grand Lodge. He was clected Grand Master in 1806. He was ex-
al.tcd in 1863, and in 1875 was the first High Priest of a newly con-
stituted Chapter, continuing in that office several vears, and for forty
years was the treasurer of the same Chapter. Was elected Grand
‘H:gh Priest in 1886 and General Grand High Priest in 1900; and
M 1024 was elected Honorary Past Grand Master of the Grand
Council. He was onc of the original members of the Board of
Trus_tees of the Masonic Home and it is said he never missed a
meeting of the Board for more than twenty years. This is a won-
derful record and it is very doubtful if it can be duplicated.

The address of the Grand High Priest indicates that
%le Was a man of vision, to which he added a year of serv-
ice, and that he had a good and definite reason for all
his official acts, which met the unqualified approval of
Grand Chapter. However, much of his administration

pertained to internal matters of no special interest to the
outlanders.
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With one exception he was in attendance at all of
the District Conventions. He made as many Chapter
visitations as conditions would permit besides being pres-
ent at several gatherings of a more general nature.

No applications for new Charters were received, and
in view of the apparent lack of interest in some already
established, perhaps it is just as well, although he found
scme places that he believed should have Chapters.

Grand Chapter is engaged in the very commendable
effort of assisting the Grand Lodge in building and fur-
nishing a cottage at Alto for tubercular children, there
being at this time no other place in the State where these
unfortunate little ones can be sent for treatment. An
additional appropriation for this project was made by
Grand Chapter. Grand Chapter is also working in con-
nection with Grand Lodge in erecting a new Auditorium
and Office Building.

He ruled that a High Priest who left the State perm-
anently after being installed could not retain his title.
Also that an applicant who had resided out of the State
more than six months, but who still claimed Georgia
as his residence, would not be entitled to receive the de-
grees in a Georgia Chapter, for he rightfully belonged to
the Chapter in the city in which he was then living; but
that Chapter would not have the right to accept the ap-
plication without a waiver of jurisdiction.

The Grand High Priest heartily favors the custom
previously established of granting a general dispensation
to all Chapters which permitted them to confer all the
degrees on a specified date, thus making it convenient for
the Brethren whose duties prevent them from being pres-
ent at the regular schedule dates. Some three hundred
took advantage of this special opportunity throughout the
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State. There is such a thing as obtaining privileges so
easily that they are not prized.

He believed there was a great opportunity for mem-
bers of the Craft by contributions to preserve in print
Masonic history, symbolism and philosgphy through the
columns of the Masonic Messenger, the official organ.
cdited by the Grand Secretary, and published at the Ma-
sonic Home Print Shop, which also prints the proceed-
ings of the several Grand Bodies.

This wording appearing under the heading of “Lodge

Notices,” in-a city daily, came to the attention of the
Grand High Priest:

i Notice—Any Mason in good standing within a radius of ten
miles of * * * who desires to take all the Royal Arch Degrees, to-
gether with the four Council Degrees, all for $40, may do so by
applying to * * * You may pay $20 down and balance in sixty
days if you so desire. You will get all the degrees at * * *, but

your application must be returned in time to be voted on that night,
Tell others—a swell dinner for all.

Investigation showed that the advertisement was with-
out authority from the Chapter. The Grand High Priest
felt he was justified in censuring the Companion, who
?OOk. the attitude that he believed he was within his rights
in his actions and that he had not “disobeyed any obliga-
tion ever taken by me, or any Masonic law.” Apparently
the Jurisprudence Committee accepted his explanation and

passed 1t”o ver as the “unfortunate act of one over zealous
member,” and recommended

; lTh?lt such practices cannot be too heartily condemned, and
urther fECﬂmm_Ended that such conduct will constitute a Masonic
offense and subject the offender to Masonic discipline.

Grand Chapter has a wonder in its Grand Secretary-
Grand Lecturer, R.".E.".Comp. Edgar A. McHan, who
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holds a similar position in Grand Council, and is also
Grand Lecturer in both Grand Lodge and Grand Com-
mandery. During the year he made, he states, 135 visi-
tations, to make which he traveled more than 25,000
miles, most of which were in an auto. He is also chair-
man of the Grand Lodge Building Committee to raise
funds for the cottage for tubercular children, and editor
of the Masonic Messenger. He admits that “my spare
time has been fairly well taken up in Masonic work.”
But being a busy man he finds time to devote to his
church work, as a deacon and the leader of the Bible
Class. And we doubt if there be another man in the
whole State of Georgia who gets more real pleasure out
of his work than does Companion McHan. May his tribe
increase.

Once again the report on Foreign Correspondence is
submitted by E.".Comp. Pleasant T. McCutchen, 1he
handle of whose name very appropriately describes the
work presented. He finds so much to commend that
there seems to be little room left for criticism. Par-
ticularly is this true in his review of Florida, and for
which he will please accept “Thank you.”

Next Annual in Macon, April 27 and 28, 1926.

Hugh W. Taylor, Cuthbert, Grand High Priest;
Edgar A. McHan, Macon, Grand Secretary; P. T. Mec-
Cutchen, Franklin, Correspondent.
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IDAHO—1926

Chapters, 24, Members, 2,775. Exalted, 119.
Net Gain, 77.

MaTTES MaTTSoN, Grand High Priest.

Considering geographical and physical conditions,
Capitular Masonry made a splendid showing, only one
Qrand Officer and one Subordinate Chapter representa-
tive missing, when the Eighteenth Annual convened in
Wallace, May 19, 1926. It would have been nearer 100
per cent perfect if Florida had been represented. M. .
E.".Comp. James H. Richmond was present as the per-
sonal representative of the Grand High Priest of Ore-
gon.

- _The Grand High Priest held that a Companion should
visit a Chapter before application for affiliation is bal-
loted upon; but Grand Chapter disagreed. Undoubtedly
t}le latter is more commonly observed, but ye scribe be-
lieves that the ruling of the Grand High Priest ought
to be more general, for as he looks at it there are many
reasons favoring visitation first and very few against it.

. Thf‘:re being some doubt about the use of one sub-
stitute in the Royal Arch degree, Grand Chapter adopted
this amendment, which is also the way Florida and many
other Grand Chapters look at it, and which in the opin-

ion of ye scribe is the only way it was originally in-
tended :

Any number may be given all parts of the Degree of Royal
A_rch and the lectures appertaining thereto, except that only one
trio shall be exalted at one and the same time. “Exaltation” con-

sists in the communication to the trio, as per ritual, of the G. R. A.
W. and G. S, N.
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One Chapter was constituted. Approval was given
to the collection of “pennies” to be presented to the Su-
preme Council in Washington.

An original poem of two stanzas by the Grand High
Priest expressed the sentiments of the Grand Chapter
at the Christmas Observances of the Knights Templar of
Idaho,

Undoubtedly the most noteworthy event of the year
was the visitation of the Grand High Priest, accompanied
most of the time by the Grand Lecturer, to every sub-
ordinate Chapter in Idaho. It is partially summarized
in the report of the Grand Lecturer:

When we started out in his automobile on October 6th it took
us more than a month to visit the Chapters in the ldaho Jurisdic-
tion, and I assure you it is no small matter to leave your busi-
ness and travel more than 3,000 miles of mountains and plains
through Oregon, Washington and Montana. When we left Wallace,
Idaho, we had to go to Missoula, Montana; from there we had to
cross the Continental Divide to get to Salmon City, Idaho, and often
had to travel nights and Sundays to reach our destination. But
through it all he was all a Grand High Priest should be—courageous
and faithful to the end—and he deserves well at the hands of the
Craft, and we can say of him, “Well done, good and faithful
servant.”

Recognition was given the Grand Chapter of Queens-
land, which one is not stated. Ye scribe often wonders if
the claims for recognition advanced by each of the Grand
Chapters in Queensland have been always carefully and
thoroughly investigated by the Grand Chapters which
have accorded them recognition?

Grand Chapter approved the recommendation of the
reading of the essential parts of the Proceedings in the
Chapters, with the additional requirement that this be
reported to the Grand Secretary within ten days there-
after.
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Hereafter all Chapters failing to make Annual re-
turns within the required time will be penalized and if
not paid in thirty days a more severe penalty will be im-
posed. Laws lose their efficiency when not enforced.

Companion Geo. E. Knepper, who again presents a
very informative and interesting fraternal Correspond-
ence Report, says he would not know what an Order of
High Priesthood looked like if he saw it coming towards
him. And he intimates he does not expect to know.
Something wrong somewhere.

. Under Florida this pertinent comment by Compan-
ton Knepper precedes the quotations from the address

of Grand High Priest Erle Wirt anent the last General
Grand Chapter .

The Florida delegation was said to be one of the largest [if not
the largcst]_ delegations in attendance. It had representation on
three committees. This was doubtless owing to the fact that Florida
gas e bigger man than the General Grand Chapter, as indicated
in the quotations from the address of the Grand High Priest.

_ His 9ther comments are friendly and his approval
15 appreciated. Thank you.

Howard R, McBride, Kellogg, Grand High Priest;
Edward H. Way, Boise, Grand Secretary; Geo. E.

Knepper, Correspondent—wish somewhere he would
state where he lives,
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ILLINOIS—1926

Chapters, 242. Members, 90,565. Exalted, 4,277,
Net Gain, 1,565.

A. J. Scuartgen, Grand High Priest.

Although not equalling previous years in net gain in
members, yet Grand Secretary Jeffers rejoiced that “we
still lead in point of numbers among the various Grand
Chapters.” And with the exception of Florida's Grand
Representative, most every one that ought to be was in
attendance when the Seventy-seventh Annual convened
in Chicago, October 28, 1926,

Four times during the year did the Supreme Grand
High Priest send his imperial summons to members of
the Permanent Family: M.".E.".Comp. George W. Cur-
tiss, Grand High Priest in 1886, and Grand Treasurer
since 1903; M.".E..Comp. Arthur E. Wood, Grand
High Priest in 1917; M.".E.".Comp. W. C. Hadley,
Grand High Priest in 1917; M. .E.".Comp. Hiram
A. Clevenstine, Grand High Priest in 1924.

By relegating all of his official acts as well as the
reports of the District Inspectors to an Addenda, the
address of Grand High Priest Schattgen occupied less
than half a dozen pages of the Proceedings.

So well posted, seemingly, were the officers of the
various Chapters in law and usage that nearly every ques-
tion submitted to the Grand High Priest was answered
by reference to the Code; and well might he have sung
“O happy condition.” The only exception appearing was
whether wrestling and boxing bouts were permissible as
a part of a Chapter’s evening entertainment, and this was
the mild reply:
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=xhi-
That while there is probably a time and place for :2;‘:3; g
bitions, they are not to be included as a part of the P by Royal
entertainment sponsored by a Royal Arch Chapter, O
Arch Masons acting as such.

During the year two Chapters were conshtmic;l ::1;11
dispensations granted for two others, one of Whllc * e
get a Charter, but the other coming in near the elev
hour was told to wait another year. 4 diies

Five successful Schools of Instruction were helb S
ing the year, all of which were attended not only d)’ O
Grand High Priest and many others of the Gran iy
ficers of the Grand Chapter, but also by the {'}rand ¢ the
mander of Knights Templar and other officers © R
Grand Commendery, and is the first instance ye B g
recalls where mention is made of Templar Ofﬁcers.a‘l
tending Chapter Schools of Instruction. That cert'in‘lr:n.‘r:
indicates close connections between Capitular and ‘Te
plar Masonry.

Noting that Grand Chapters with smaller memb:r;
ship were being well represented at the Grand Chapte
Triennials, he recommended that Illinois ta.kc due l'lé}tlﬂﬂ:
which it did by arranging not only to send its four out:l
cil Officers but also all Past Grands who (5011151 .5111"?:“ t;
If its full quota take advantage of this, Florida wi av
to look well to the prestige it acquired last year of haz}rmg_
the largest number of Permanent Members of the Gen
eral Grand in attendance.

Undoubtedly the Grand High Priest secured all nece:s:
sary information from the concise reports ?f the Df;'e
trict Inspectors, but there is little information for t
outsiders and possibly not much more for the insiders.

Fraternal relations were re-established with the Gra'nd
Lodge of Mark Masons of England and Wales, which
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were severed in 1884, when that Body invaded the juris-
diction of the Grand Chapter of Quebec.
So smoothly do matters Capitular move in this pre-
mier Grand Chapter that all its recorded activities were
to formally receive and accept the various committee re-
ports and the acts of the Grand High Priest as well.
One hundred and seven qualified High Priests were
censecrated and set apart to the Holy Order of High
Priesthood. To be sure if Florida had that number it
would take more than the hour allotted, to which Com-
panion Turnbull refers in his Correspondence Report,
and which is his eighth to the Grand Chapter of Illinois.
Correctly believing that “anything of interest to Ma.
sonry in general should have the attention of Capitular
Masons,” he considers the tuberculosis question is of
vital interest to the Masonic fraternity.
gered by the amount ex
Southwest alone,

He was stag-
pended for relief in one city in the
more than half of which came from the
Iocal Craft, and he intimated that we ought to be zealous
in partially relieving the financial strain of those faith-
ful Brethren,

Companion Turnbull is impressed with the “very gen-
1al, friendly face” of Grand High Priest T. T. Todd, of
Florida, the expression of which, he says, ‘‘shows the
emotions he evidently felt” when he delivered his ad-
dress, parts of which are quoted. Referring to the divis-
ion of the jurisdiction into districts he says:

If these deputies do what is expected of them they will smoke
out a lot of irregularities and perhaps uncover much promising
material that only needs encouragement to become leaders in future
years.

Next Annual in Chicago, Oct. 27 and 28, 1927.
Willis McFeely, Chicago, Grand High Priest; James
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- E rnbull
E. Jeffers, Springfield, Grand Secretary ; E.R. Tu K
Carlinville, Correspondent.

INDIANA—1926

1.
Chapters, 123. Members, 33,418. Exalted, 1,12
Net Gain, 57.

Kart F. Bosworrm, Grand High Priest.

It was a splendid array of Officers and.mcre Bﬁfgse
bers from the Senior Past Grand High Priest tOdistin—
who were present for the first time as well as 1 bpeﬂ'
guished visitors galore who took part in the forr;g- 15961
ing of the Eighty-first Annual in Elkhart, Oct. 20, 15507
Florida being also represented. Many (f’{ tllle ‘\; and
“delighted the assembled Companions with happs
mspiring remarks.” ; s

Grand High Priest Bosworth did not clcemﬂlt ;:-i;i;y
sary to recapitulate what many of his .hem-"ﬂ-'b a.'m ac-
knew, but got down to business at once in giving ‘1 uded
count of his official acts for the Tt They lzcanted
dispensations for two new Chapters vt'h“:h ik brintagc
charters. Two Chapters of the previous years V -
were constituted and two consolidations were -rePOF t-
It was also intimated that a further consolidation trea
ment might be likewise beneficial. ' -

Three special dispensutions were quite Pr?l.};frgriest
fused for the good reason that the “Grapd High e
has not the power to grant them.” Sometime, let us OE%;
Masonic presiding of ficers will not be expected to bec
wilful law breakers.
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One of his decisions was: “Exaltation has been de-
clared by this Grand Chapter not to take place until in-
vestiture of the word.”

He regretted that he was not able to accept many
of the invitations he received, but it was “his good for-
tune to be able to accept some of them,” both inside and
outside the State.

He was particularly gratified that for the first time
in many years, the annual returns were filed with the
Grand Secretary within the time required. Also that the
so-called Moon schedule was now obsolete, and all the
Chapters are working under stipulated calendar dates.
Among the courtesy requests was one to have Sarasota
Chapter No. 35 confer all the degrees.

Irregular as well as complicated was where a petitioner
was rejected in one Chapter and petitioned another two
months later, was elected and received the degrees, 1
it appeared, that the first Chapter, which it seems was
more at fault than the petitioner, was justly reprimanded.
The Grand IHigh Priest further said:

.ater

Incidentally, we should remember that Chapters oftener than
petitioners, are guilty of the illegalities that appear on the face of
petitions, and that their faults should not be shifted to the shoulders
of the petitioner, except for cause fully proved.

Chapters and members who complain of vacant chairs
may well take note of this from the Grand Lecturer’s re-
port, which indicates what can be accomplished when
the Companions enter into the spirit of the work : “With
129 Companions present when the Chapter was opened
there were 127 present when it was closed.”

Grand Secretary Woods reports two clandestine
Chapters in Indiana: Garfield No. 9, at Marion, and
Tvanhoe No. 17 at Rushville, and also one at Hagerstown,
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: i to
Maryland. This is the first reference 1 @ long time
clandestine Chapters that ye scribe recalls. | P
Hereafter members attending Gran'd Chffll_ll_‘:n‘lo e
allowed one day going and returning 11 .adt H 1 Claims
two days in attendance. But the Com.mlti.e(; :‘he s
reported adversely on the recommendatlox: O’d  nadld
High Priest in the matter of relief to 1*1‘?“ a.. < of the
sufferers, “in view of the condition of the f‘-ﬂaﬂ:-e o wiith
Grand Chapter.” Neither did Grand Chapter 90 ;E o
favor upon an additional $500 for the expenses
Grand High Priest, for the reason that:

y - tact is in the

Any appropriation made to the Grand 1;1}];‘: 11?:;1':“5;1:3.5 not yet
nature of an honorarium and not a salary. The l—lnicms who are
arrived when there is a dearth of competent Compa

e or rcward
willing to accept this office without the hope of any fe
whatever,

Loose-leaf minute records are taboo in Indmﬂa{vfn‘;};
a pre-requisite to one of the new U. D: Chapters re(;;al bé’-
its charter is the re-writing of its minutes {romu - ik
ginning in a substantially bound volume, as well as
hering to the forms prescribed by Grand Chapter.

X ittee
This admonition from the report of the Commi

on Inspection is equally applicable in Florida or else-
where :

not

Chapters shoud learn that being merely a gPOd-fello%l?a?)in is

fit a Companion for a high office, Every office in ? ted or ap-

a preferred onc and deserves the best effort of those ¢ ch ains an

pointed. The candidate meets the minor officers lhrs'f,r a.n. agnd e

early impression of what is to fonow‘. If there is d:::.mtr}1 o o

sonality shown the candidate on his first appearance, an the candi-

degree of elevated action is carried through to th? End'} ;’-135 had,

date will not only have a high regard for the c:_(perleﬂ‘_!ﬁ }Lf edified.
but those Companions who attend the meetings w1 c
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Under these circumstances there will be no cry of small attendance,

but the Companions will come to sce and hear, and find a new love
for Royal Arch Masonry.

According to the Condensed History of the G
Chapter of Indiana, compiled by Grand Secret
Past Grand High Priest Robert A. Woods,

Chapter in Indiana was organized in Madison, July 14,
1819. The first Grand Chapter, composed of three
Chapters, met in Madison, May 13, 1823, but never func-
tioned and was legally dissolved. It, however, paved the
way for the present Grand Chapter, which was organized
ecember 25, 1845, in which four Chapters participated.

Sixty-two qualified Companions were set apart to
the Holy Order of High Priesthood.

So readable and instructive is the sixteenth Annual
Capitular Review by Past Grand High Priest Robert A.
Woods that the evening we gave to it ran into the wee
sma’ hours, and it was time well spent.

He truly calls the address of Grand High Priest
T. T. Todd “concise, clear, and satisfactory,” but he is
not quite sure whether his Christian name is ““Theophilus
Theophratus” or merely “Tom Tom,” and he hopes to
get it correctly on his records some time. Will M. . I5.".
Companion Todd please take notice? There will no
doubt, however, be an opportunity to settle it at Denver.
Referring to ye scribe, we see ourselves as others see us:

rand
ary and
the first

He does not always agree with this writer, but that is simply
an evidence that he has a mind of his own and the nerve to state his
conclusions as he finds them.

Next Annual in Marion, Oct. 19 and 20, 1927,
Eleazar K. Amsden, Waldron, Grand High Priest;

Robert A. Woods, Princeton, Grand Secretary and Cor-
respondent.

4—G Chap Cor
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IOWA—1926

Chapters, 127. Members, 23,727. Exalted, 873.
Net Loss, 133.

ARTHUR D. MEERER, Grand High Priest.

Nearly one-quarter of the subordinate Chapters were
not represented at the Seventy-third Annual, held in
Dubuque, Oct. 14 and 15, 1926. All the Grand Officers,
several Past Grands, distinguished out-of-state visitors
and of course Florida’s Representative, the Grand High
Priest himself, were in attendance.

Many will agree in this conclusion of Grand High
Priest Meeker :

; do not concur in the idea that subordinate Chapters are merely
2 mill to provide new Royal Arch Masons to rchearse the ritual.
A Chap.ter of Royal Arch Masons should be regarded as a place
of meeting or home for the Companions, and while new members
are desirable and that work should be encouraged, no Chapter
should be derived of its home because it does not produce new
members each vear.

Not being called upon to render any decisions, he
aptly concludes that the Companions are reading the law.

Because a Chapter had offered a prize of a $50.00
silk flag to the Lodge that furnished the most petitions
before a certain date it asked for a dispensation to receive
and ballot on petitions at a special convocation. Which
of course was denied and with this merited reprimand:

I was very much surprised and did not suppose a Chapter in

our jurisdiction would stoop so low as to offer a prize to obtain
candidates.

Although other matters prevented him making but
few visitations, yet his observations were that schools of
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mstructions had now accomplished largely the purposes
for which they were intended, and he recommended that
these schools be temporarily discontinued, but Grand
Chapter deemed it wise to give them another trial.
Neither did Grand Chapter approve another recom-
mendation which suggested the repeal of regulations re-
quiring proficiency and examination in a degree before
advancement. If such regulations were more general
there would be more Royal Arch Masons, even though
there might be less new members. Also this from a com-
mittee report is worthy of the attention of every reader:

Whether or not there 1s work to do, let each officer and member
prepare themselves so that when the work does come they will be
able to do it.

From the specimens of the work presented, it appears
that no disturbances have arisen among the workmen and
a quietude of peace seems to have settled over the quar-
ries, while no particularly new designs are shown on the
trestleboard.

Less than a third of the qualified High Priests were
set apart to the Holy Order of High Priesthood. Wonder
if President Huttenlocher is still considering a get-to-
gether of the Presidents of the Order of High Priest-
hood at the coming Denver Triennial? Such a gather-
ing would no doubt awaken enthusiasm among those
present, even if it did not result in the formation of some
sort of an organization. Of course as a people we are,
as some express it, “organized to death,” but another one
would not materially complicate the symptoms.

Companion Past Grand High Priest Edward W.
Willard commenced his correspondence work in Grand
Chapter about the same time as did ye scribe, as he re-
calls it, and Companion Willard has served well his con-
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stituent readers. This year he gives them this wise ad-
monition, and in which others may share:

Companions, what are you and your Chapters doing to en-
lighten the newly initiate, to prepare him for an unselfish useful-
ness, and to start him on a successful Masonic career? What kind
of preparation has been given him, that he may assist in expounding
true Masonic light and knowledge? These are some of the things
worth while. Give them careful consideration.

He finds little of interest in the Florida proceedings
and comments are not in evidence,

Next Annual in Council Bluffs, June 14 and 15, 1927.

James H, Sterling, Eagle Grove, Grand High Priest;

O. F. Graves, Harlan, Grand Secretary; E. M. Willard,
Atlantic, Correspondent. |

KENTUCKY—1926

Chapters, 147. Members, 19,283, Advanced, 667.
Net Loss, 755.

Fravx D. Rasn, Grand High Priest.

_It 15 imtf!l‘t‘—'stiﬂg to note the optimism of Grand High
Pi:leg’t Rash, who rejoices “in the splendid condition of
this Grand Chapter,” with the returns showing a net loss
n membership of 755, and 1,114 suspensions. However,
no doubt that represents the driftwood and drones, and
emphasizes that quality not quantity is what actually
counts in the Jlast analysis.

This also carried out in the attendance at the One
Hundred and ninth Annual, held in Louisville, Oct. 19
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and 20, 1926, with only one Grand Officer and one living
Past Grand High Priest absent, illness accounting for
both these, and when the roll of Grand Representatives
was called “all but two or three rose in response,” Virgil
P. Smith representing Florida.

The sad feature of the year was the “calling to his
great reward” of M..E.".William R. Johnston, the
Junior Past Grand High Priest of Kentucky.

Not overly burdensome appeared to have been the
demands made upon Grand High Priest Rash for de-
cisions and dispensations, these and all other acts being
approved. Although the law permitting the granting of
dispensations to ballot out of time “was repealed some
ten or fifteen years ago,” yet one such request was made.
One new Chapter was instituted and one charter arrested.
And one duplicate charter was granted to a Chapter which
originally was chartered in 1871, and was dormant from
1881 to 1891, when it was permitted to resume labor,
but apparently its charter was not returned, and it had
been getting along since without a charter, so the Grand
High Priest ordered a duplicate without further expense,

Hereafter Grand Secretary Holland will refer all
letters from Grand Representatives “to the Representative
of his State near the Grand Chapter of Kentucky for re-
sponse and further communication.” A good sugges-
tion and well worth trying.

Very encouraging is the report of the Educational
Trustees which show that seventy-six wards are being
cared for, an increase of six over the previous year, and
which is sponsored by the York Rite Bodies and the
Eastern Star. This report states in part:

This work, Brethren, challenges the best in Masonry, and it

has been engaged in long enough (for eleven years has passed since
it was organized) for us to judge its results; and those of us who
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are familiar with them are deeply impressed with the profound
wisdom of the Masons of Kentucky in creating such an agency.

Grand Chapter evidenced its interest in the New Ma-
sonic Widows and Orphan’s Home and Infirmary by
appropriating $20,000. One of the new buildings will
be designated as “The Building of The Grand Chapter
of Kentucky, Royal Arch Masons.”

The Order of High Priesthood, whatever may be its
specific title, is a separate and distinct organization, as ye
scribe understands it, and no reference to it appears in
the Grand Chapter Proceedings.

Ye scribe always turns with pleasure as well as
profit to the “Doings of Other Grand Chapters,” by
Past Grand Master William W. Clarke, whose com-
ments are positive as well as informative, even though
we may not always see exactly alike in the conclusions.

But this does not at all apply to his comment upon
the stand taken by Florida’s Grand High Priest, Erle
Wirt in the Texas embroglio, for after quoting from it
he says: “The writer of this report heartily concurs in
the position taken by the Grand Chapter of Ilorida.”

For this and other favorable comments, Companion
Clarke, thank you.

Next Annual in Louisville, Oct. 18 and 19, 1927.

.Virgil P. Smith, Somerset, Grand High Priest; G.
Allison Holland, Lexington, Grand Secretary; W. W.
Clarke, Owenshoro, Correspondent.
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LOUISIANA—1926

Chapters, 59. Members, 9,350. Exalted, 497.
Net Gain, 210.

Lrox S. Haas, Grand High Priest.

No outstanding event appears to have characterized
the Seventy-ninth Annual, held in New Orleans, Feb, 2
and 3, 1926. Only one was missing from the regular
officers; there was a goodly number of Past Grands
and many more Past High Priests and Representatives
of subordinate Chapters, but no one to speak for Florida.

Fraternalism lost a leader and a faithful worker when
the final summons came to M.".E.".Comp. Joseph Sinai,
Past Grand High Priest in 1922. He was also a Past
Grand Master in Grand Lodge and in Grand Council and
attained much distinction in the Scottish Rite as well.

The record of the official acts of Grand High Priest
Haas indicate that the burden was light and the yoke
easy, nothing being reported during the year to disturb
the peace and harmony of Capitular Masonry.

Business matters prevented him from making many
official visitations, but this in a measure was overcome
by the activities of the Grand Lecturer, who visited 55
out of the 59 subordinate Chapters, “some of them more
than once, and many of them often.” And he was
pleased to find that “most of the Chapters are making
some effort to function as they are expected to do, and
much improvement has been made in Chapter activity in
the last few years.” Tle, however, feels impressed to say
that the visiting of Chapters by the Grand High Priest
himself “carries with such visits a sentimental influence
for good that cannot be overestimated.”
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In the light of the foregoing this part of the address
of the Grand High Priest is interesting :

If Capitular Masonry is to succeed in this Grand Jurisdiction,
every Companion Royal Arch Mason must endeavor to live up to his
obligation. He must dispense light to his less informed Companions.
My own experience is that we are not willing to forego our own
pleasures and make the sacrifice of giving a little time and at-
tention to Capitular Masonry.

The decisions of the Grand High Priest brought out
no new constructions and most if not all were of such
4 nature that any High Priest might have answered them
himself had he been a student of Masonic laws. The
writer sometimes wonders when the time will come when
Masonic presiding officers will realize that the obliga-
tions they assume on installation are not mere lip service?

The Grand High Priest concluded his address with a
brief dissertation on the symbolism of the lost word
and its interpretation coupled with the admonition that
“we must practice service and self sacrifice.”

The further business of Grand Chapter included the
approving of the acts of the Grand High Priest and the
presentation and adoption of the reports of the several
committees, which brought out that Louisiana Relief
f.Lodge No. 1 had disbursed during the year $11,553.97
1N connection with the Relief Association of the United
?)tates and Canada, and in which Grand Chapter had done
its part.

At the Most Excellent Council of High Priesthood
eleven petitioners were elected and set apart to that Holy
Order.

Notwithstanding the many other arduous duties of
Grand Secretary John A. Davilla he found time to pre-

sent, as usual, a report of Foreign Correspondence that

I ———
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is as interesting as it is illuminating, in which important
matters are given consideration. Florida is given due
attention and his favorable comments are appreciated.

Incidentally permit us to add that the spelling of our
first name differs from that of Eli the Priest, and we
lay no claim to his prophetical qualifications.

Next Annual in New Orleans, Feb. 8 and 9, 1927.

H. W. Palirey, Alexandria, Grand High Priest; John
A. Davilla, New Orleans, Grand Secretary and Corre-
spondent,

MAINE—1926

Chapters, 69. Members, 17,731. Exalted, 667.
Net Gain, 333.

Grorge H. Bancs, Grand High Priest.

For the purpose of constituting Medomak Chapter
and Hiram Chapter, two Special Convocations were held,
at both of which Grand High Priest Bangs presided and
niost of the other officers assisted; a splendid evidence
that Capitular Masonry is a popular force in this eastern
most part of our country.

At the One Hundred and First Annual, held in Port-
land, May 4 and 5, 1926, all the officers were present,
fourteen of the fifteen living Past Grands, and most of
the other Permanent Members and Chapter representa-
tives, the other ten and Florida’s Representative being
about the only others of importance who could not make
it convenient to “do their bit.” The Grand Chapter of
Maine have many reasons to throw bouquets to itself
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During the year the imperative summons came to
R..E.".Harry E. Larrabee, Grand King in 1919, and
Thomas E. McDonald, Grand Scribe in 1919.

Owing to the prevailing conditions among the Royal
Craft, Grand High Priest Bangs had an easy year of it,
as brought out in his address, in which he enumerates
some of the great ideals—objects of Masonic study—
the supreme thought at this time being how faithfully
they have been carried out, and so truthfully adding:

\'Vl:lalEVEf the results, the effect must incite us with resolute
determination to press onward with still greater effort for the ad-
vancement of our sublime organization.

The Grapt:l High Priest presented a detailed summary
of the condition of the Craft, both numerically and fi-

nan'cially, and he is pleased that on the whole there is
an improvement over last year.

: He inspected all the Chapters assigned to himself be-

sides making other semi-official visitations, not enum-
erated; however, conflicting engagements prevented him
from accepting several inter-jurisdictional invitations.
While this course may have deprived him of personal
Pleasures, yet we opine that the Craft within the State
was the gainer whenever a choice was necessary.

The dispensations granted and other official acts
performed were according to law and of course ap-
proved. He reports no questions requiring decisions, all
of which indicate an almost ideal condition of Royal
Ar-ch Masonry. This appears to be confirmed in the
quite full reports of the other inspecting officers, who
visited nearly every Chapter. The Grand Lecturer also
repo'rted that the attendance at the Schools of Instruction
are increasing yearly as well as the enthusiasm, and that
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a better knowledge of the ritual and its applications are
being gained.

Among the recommendations of the Grand High
Priest was one to change the time of the Annual Meetings
of the Chapters, all to come in one month, but the Juris-
prudence Committee, the court of last resort, said in
effect let well enough alone. Of course that is their busi-
ness and we have no right to “butt in,” but just the same
iz seems to the writer that this irregularity must be very
annoying to the Grand Secretary. However, if he can
“get by,” outsiders ought not to concern themselves.

The Grand High Priest questioned the wisdom of any
Chapter sponsoring the cause of any non-Masonic or
junior organization, and the Jurisconsults sided with him
this time and recommended, which Grand Chapter
adopted :

That no Chapter within this Grand Jurisdiction be allowed to
give its support, as such, to any society, order or organization,
whatever its aims, purposes or conditions of eligibility.

During the year dispensations were granted to form
Mt. Sinai Chapter in the city of Portland, and Boaz
Chapter in New Gloucester; the work in both passing
inspection, charters were granted them.

Twenty-eight Companions petitioned and were set
apart to the Holy Order of High Priesthood.

No less interesting and on the whole more informative
is the Report on Correspondence by Past Grand High
Priest Thomas H. Bodge. The writer being privileged
to count him a personal friend, wouldn’t find imperfec-
tions in it if he could; but, moreover, he couldn’t if he
would.

Under Florida, Companion Bodge finds several parts
of the address of Grand High Priest Erle Wirt worthy
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of reproduction with comment, generally favorable, al-
though queries arise, for they seem to present features
differing from Maine regulations, and which on closer
scrutiny he finds partial answers. Answering one query,
might say, according to Florida laws, that while the
King or Scribe would preside, in the absence of the High
Priest for any cause whatever, neither succeed to higher
duties or honors, nor would the Scribe fill the station of
the King if the latter were sitting in the East.

This commendation of Companion Bodge is particu-
larly appreciated for it so fully sets forth the prime object

the writer is striving to accomplish in all his reviews,
and for which I thank him :

It is just filled with information and constructive criticism for
all readers, and being connected with the proceedings of other
Grand Jurisdictions does not often lend itself to excerpts.

Next Annual in Portland, May 3 and 4, 1927.

George H, Bangs, Orono, Grand High Priest; Char-
les B. Davis, Portland, Grand Secretary; Thomas H.
Bodge, Augusta, Correspondent.

MANITOBA—1926

Chapters, 14. Members, 1,632. Exalted (?).
Net Gain, 22.

Wiriiam G. Fraser, Grand Z.

This paragraph from the Report of the Committee on
Capitular Masonry to the Third Annual Convocation,
which was held in the City of Winnipeg, February 3,
1926, indicates a much to be desired condition ;
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From the reports of the Grand Superintendents, and from per-
sonal ohservations, progress of the healthiest kind is to be found at
every turn, and the interest displayed by the Officers and Com-

panions throughout the Grand Jurisdiction is of a degree hitherto
unknown in Manitoba.

Further proof of this statement is indicated by the
presence of every Officer and Permanent Member, be-
sides distinguished guests from Saskatchewan and North
Dakota. The former Grand Chapter was formed the
same year as Manitoba, and North Dakota was instru-
mental in Manitoba’s organization, which is good rea-
son for this being a veritable “love feast.” Florida was
represented by R.".E..Comp. James Duthie, Grand
Scribe N. ‘

Although the Grand Z., in his address, intimates that
other duties prevented him from giving the time and at-
tention to his office it ought to have, yet he took great
pleasure in visiting all of the Chapters in the Jurisdiction.
His official duties were comparatively light.

One of the dispensations issued was to form a new
Chapter.  Another one was to advance the time of open-
ing one hour and also “to communicate the M. E. M. de-
gree to a Brother before exaltation,” a proceeding the
writer never saw, nor does he recall having heard of it
being done before this time. Others were to anticipate fail-
ures to hold convocations on dates prescribed and make
changes to suit seeming needs. This again brings up the
much debated question, has a Grand High Priest or a
Grand Z. the authority to set aside a Chapter by-law ?

This gratifying statement is made by the Grand Z.:

Perhaps the best indication we could have of the splendid har-
mony prevailing, will be conveyed by my reporting to you that during
my term in office no request for an official ruling has been pre-
sented to me.
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The Grand Scribe E. reported that there were only
three Grand Chapters which has not granted official and
fraternal recognition of the Grand Chapter of Manitoba
and that he was still in communication with them. Added
privileges carry with it added responsibilities, it being
necessary to materially increase the number of printed
proceedings to properly supply the increased fraternal
relations.

Manitoba adds its approval to the benefits to be de-
rived from District meetings when presided over by its
properly accredited official, provided, of course, he takes
the initiative and gives it the requisite force and inspira-
tion.

The proper interpretation of the essentials and work
will be looked after by a committee composed of the
Present and Past Grand Z.’s.

Manitoba regulations do not yet provide for an Order
of High Priesthood. It emphasizes certain features of
Masonic teachings that no other concordant order does,
as those who are privileged to receive it will testify.

A comprehensive, readable and instructive report on
Correspondence is again presented by E.".Comp. John
Parton. He finds salient features in Florida’s proceed-
ings which he brings out with apparent approval, and we
hope he may find it convenient to attend the next Trien-
nial in Denver where he will receive a cordial welcome by

The Guild as well as from many others, including the
writer of this,

Next Annual in Winnipeg, Feb. 2, 1927.

Frank W. Brownell, Grand Z.: Harry F. Moulton,

Grand Scribe E.; both of Winnipeg ; John Parton, (?),
Correspondent.
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MARYLAND—1925

Chapters, 27. Members, 9,716. Exalted, 407.
Net Gain, 222.

CHARLES P. MORNINGSTAR, Grand High Priest.

Every Chapter appears to be represented by all of
its three elective officers, quite unusual, at the One Hun-
dred and Twenty-eight Annual, held in Baltimore, Dec.
8, 1925, and apparently at a single session, beginning at
4:45 p. m. All the regular officers, several Past Grands
and many more High Priests, with Past Grand High
Priest Dorsey Gassaway to speak for Florida; but Grand
Chapter relieved him and all other Grand Representatives
of sending personal greetings “through the adoption of
the Committee’s Report and the distribution of the Pro-
ceedings containing it.”

According to the report made by Grand High Priest
Morningstar in his address, he did not find his duties over
arduous. He made a few visitations, but “business en-
gagements” prevented him from accepting the courteous
invitations received from Sister Grand Chapters. (One
sometimes wonders why “Sister,” when all the members
are “Brothers”?) But through the combined activities of
the other Grand Officers, Grand Lecturer and Grand In-
spector every Chapter was visited, and which were found
to be, progressing, doing good work and living in har-
mony.

The two Chapters granted charters at the previous
Annual were duly constituted by Grand Chapter, but no
dispensations for new Chapters were requested. The
other dispensations granted, mostly to change dates of
regular Convocations, “‘evidence an exercise of commend-
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able judgment on the part of the Most Excellent High
Priest.”

A pleasant and notable instance of inter-state courtesy
involved the waiving of jurisdiction over thirty-six peti-
tioners living over the Pennsylvania line but who wished
to join Enoch Chapter, much more convenient to them.
This was brought about thronugh the courteous considera-
tion of M.".E.".Comp. George P. Darrow, Grand High
Priest of Pennsylvania.

However, in connection with his further recital of
inter-state courtesy work is this significant recommenda-
tion by the Committee, and which Grand Chapter adopted :

But as there are decided differences in the ritualistic worl con-
ferred by the several jurisdictions, these requests should only be
made in extreme cases. We are, therefore, specially pleased that
no such request was made by a Maryland Chapter, and suggest, that
should such a necessity arise, care must be used to make the request

of such jurisdictions as confer the Mark, Past, Most Excellent and
Royal Arch Degrees only,

Fraternal relations were resumed with the Supreme
Grand Chapter of Scotland, subject to these regulations:

! Such visitors may not be present when a Chapter degree is
being conferred which such visitor has not reccived under the

Scottish Constitution, and no Chapter shall attempt to “hele” such

visitors without a special request through the proper officers of the
Grand Chapter of Scotland.

Demitted members may be “heled” by having any Chapter de-

gree conferred upon him which he has not vet received and be ob-
ligated in the degrees he has received.

In order to maintain a high standard of ritualistic
proficiency, the Grand Lecturer holds two sessions
monthly of the Chapter of Instruction, the various sta-
tions being usually filled by the Junior Officers in line

A
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ir: the various Chapters, and the credits thus given “avoids
the necessity of examining such High Priests-elect in the
work of the degrees for which they have received credit.”

Evidently the Order of High Priesthood means much
to the Royal Craft in Maryland, as the large attendance
of officers and members at the Annual Convocation tes-
tify, when seventeen High Priests-elect were set apart to
that Holy Order.

One of the standing resolutions of the Grand Chapter
of Maryland provides that the report on Correspondence
“shall be limited to seventy-five pages.”” However, a
“page” is a somewhat indefinite quantity, as for in-
stance: A page of the Maryland report contains approxi-
mately six hundred words, while a “page” of the cor-
respondence work in Florida contains less than half
that number of words. Then, too, all the Florida re-
ports are prepared in advance so that every one in at-
tendance gets a copy to take home with him, and it is then
included in the published proceedings. As a matter of
fact the added cost is small, for the matter has to be put
in type in any event, and the extra cost is the printing
of the additional sheets and a little extra binding. In
this way the report has a far larger number of readers,
education and information being the prime reason for
the time and money expended. If it is worth doing at
all, it is or should be worth doing well.

Rev. Henry Branch, D. D., again presents the Report
for Maryland and keeps well within the prescribed limits,
in which he concisely alludes to the important topics with
timely comment.

Next Annual in Baltimore, Dec. 14, 1926.

Charles W. Zimmerman, Grand High Priest; Gustay
A. Eitel, Grand Secretary; Rev. Henry Branch, D. D,
Correspondent ; all of Baltimore.

5—G Chap Cor
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MASSACHUSETTS—1926

Chapters, 95. Members, 41,860. Exalted, 1,442.
Net Gain, 348.

Harry G. PoLrarp, Grand High Priest.

Grand High Priest Pollard was in the Canal Zone
at the time of the March Quarterly, and a disastrous fire
at his place of business prevented him from attending the
June Quarterly, but he was present at the September
Quarterly and the Annual in December. However, Flor-
ida’s Grand Representative did not make it convenient to
attend any Grand Convocation during the year.

.M.'.E.'.Charles D. Burrage, who was Grand High
Priest 1910-11-12, was memorialized at the March
Quarte.rly. A notable address at this same Quarterly was
by' E.“.R. Perry Bush, Grand Chaplain, the theme
_I_Jemg The Story of the Royal Arch.” Unfortunately
it was not reproduced. Tt was undoubtedly his last ap-
pearance at any Masonic gathering, for the records state :

’{'wo days over three weeks from that date Dr. Bush, without
warning, was called to that “Heavenly Home” about which he had

s0 101:lg .ar}d earnestly preached, and which gave additional value
and significance to the above occurrence,

This bit of historical information appears in an ad-
dress at a Special Convocation of the Grand Chapter
held at Lowell, May Oth, the occasion being the observ-

ance ?f the Centennial Anniversaries of Capitular and
Cryptic Masonry in that city:

About 1740 the Royal

Arch De i i
e Wi gree, which is the essence of

made its appearance in England and completed

e et
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the symbolisms. From that time there are many records of Royal
Arch Lodges and Royal Arch Chapters conferring this degree as
a part of the Master Mason’s or as a Fourth Degree, but always
under a Master’s or a Grand Lodge Warrant. Not until 1708 in
the United States and 1813 in England, did it become a Chapter
Degree under jurisdiction of a Grand Chapter,

A somewhat remarkable incident in connection with
this Centennial Anniversary is that the combined ages
of the five Past Grand High Priests who were present
on this occasion totaled over four hundred years. Lon-
gevity of years does not appear to be confined to any
particular section of our great Republic.

The forenoon and afternoon sessions of the Annual
Convocation were given over largely to the exemplifica-
tion of the four degrees under the direction of the Grand
Lecturer, and time seems to be essence of the four ex-
emplifications, which totaled only four hours and forty-
three minutes. Some of our readers no doubt can re-
call when nearly as much time has been given to the
Royal Arch alone. It was at this Quarterly, December
7th, that attention was called to the death of M..E.".
Companion John Albert Blake, which occurred Nov. 27,
1926. He was not only a Past Grand High Priest of
Massachusetts, 1891-1892-1893, but was also the Gen-
eral Grand High Priest of the General Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of the United States.

Much of the address of Grand High Priest Pollard at
the Annual Convocation is given to an account of his
official visitations, three of which were on the suite of
the General Grand High Priest, and included the Chapters
at Havana, and also at Cristobal and Canal Zone on the
Isthmus, all of which are under the immediate jurisdic-
tion of the General Grand Chapter. His other official
duties do not appear to have been overly irksome.
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Memorials were read at the Annual Assembly of the
Massachusetts Convention of High Priests of R.".E.".
Henry S. Bunton, Grand Chaplain since 1916, and M.".
E.".Charles A. Burrage, its Excellent President since
1922, Tollowing the setting apart of forty-six Excellent
Companions to the Order of High Priesthood an amend-
ment was submitted increasing the fees from five to ten
dollars and which was adopted at a later Assembly.

Once again Grand Secretary and Past Grand High
Priest Frederick T. Comee presents the Capitular Re-
view, in which all Proceedings reaching him are fra-
ternally reviewed, and are as instructive as interesting.

Under Florida, referring to our taking candidates to

other Chapters for courtesy work, Companion Comee
says:

Many years ago the same answer could have been given in
Massachusetts but we found that the officers of some of the Chap-
ters were frequently having the degrees conferred in neighboring
Chapters, simply to avoid doing the work themselves, therefore a
regulation was adopted which requires a dispensation for a Chapter
to confer 3 degree for another Chapter.

All Grand Convocations are held in Boston.

. Harry G. Pollard, Lowell, Grand High Priest; Fred-
erick T, Comee, Bo

ston, Grand Secretary and Reviewer.
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MICHIGAN—1926

Chapters, 169. Members, 46,799. Exalted, 2,059.
Net Gain, 989.

Harry L. Izor, Grand High Priest.

Being numerically the second largest Grand Chapter,
if we mistake not, necessarily the proceedings of the
Seventy-eighth Annual, held in Lansing, May 19 and 20,
1926, contain much of general interest to the Royal
Craft. Excepting E.".Comp. John H. Carrigan, Grand
Master of the First Veil, whose light was suddenly ex-
tinguished in the midst of life’s duties, as he was called
to higher things, every Grand Officer was in his ap-
pointed station, also a majority of the Past Grands and
many mere Grands, Florida being represented by Past
Grand High Priest James H. Thompson, now a resident
of Tampa, Florida, and it is hoped he may find it con-
venient to attend Florida’s Annual Convocation.

The occasion was also honored by the presence of dis-
tinguished guests from New York, Canada and Missouri,
the presiding officers of Grand Lodge, Grand Council
and Grand Commandery and two members of the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter. No particular attention is given in
Florida to the presence of Grand Officers of other York
Rite Bodies, for in so doing it might be necessary for the
presiding officer in introducing such distinguished visi-
tors to include himself as a Present or Past Grand in
one or all of the other Concordant Orders.

Every one who is privileged to read the address of
Grand High Priest Harry L. Izor will fully agree with
him when he says at the outset, “My labor in the vine-
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yard of Capitular Masonry has been one of love,” and
he could well have added of service.

His minor necessary official acts are briefly enum-
erated, which include the sending of Christmas Greet-
ings to the guests at the Masonic Home at Alma and to
the smaller ones at the Adrian Villa. And in another
report it is stated that “Our Grand High Priest in the
goodness of his big heart arranged to have roses sent
to the widows of all our Past Grand Officers.”

A few years ago this Grand Chapter inaugurated a
Line Officers” Meeting, called by the Grand High Priest,
soon after installation, for a two-day session, and which
is attended by every Grand Officer from Grand High
Priest to Grand Master of the First Veil. At this time
matters of general Capitular interest are discussed and
policies outlined for the ensuing year. At the evening
session this year the Royal Arch Degree was exempli-
fied, the Grand Lecturer operating the lantern, “illustrat-
ing the ritualistic work, but leaving out the b............ o
............ Teeeeeeeeeee. @lld V..., which this Grand
Chapter has discarded, and which, if the writer reads the

oth‘er proceedings rightly, is gradually gaining favor, and
which, he believes, cannot increase too fast.

The Grand High Priest and Michigan generally
strongly endorses the Order of DeMolay, in which he
says, “the one fact stands out pre-eminent at this time,

that it is a permanent movement that will carry on suc-
cessfully.”

He finds that the field work in connection with the
activities of the line officers mentioned above is gen-

erally profitable, but there are exceptions, as this pertinent
censure indicates :
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Unfortunately some of the officers of constituent Chapters in
the state not only appear to be unappreciative of service offered
by the Grand Officers, and apparently would rather prolong a
deep slumber, but they also have yet to learn the first lesson of
courtesy. * * ¥ The sincere hope is expressed that a true co-opera-
tive spirit will prevail in the future, and that no Companion in this
entire jurisdiction, particularly one who has been favored with a
position of honor and trust, will permit himself or his Chapter to
be likened to the discourteous.

A somewhat similar spirit seems manifested in con-
nection with the arrest of the charter of a Chapter, which
action was approved at another meeting of Present and
Past Grand Officers, for this appears in the report:

It was the general opinion expressed that the action should stand
until the members of the Chapter show some evidence of interest
and are willing to make amends for the misconduct of its officers.

This recommendation of the Grand High Priest and
later ordered by Grand Chapter, to again have a Report
on Correspondence, will meet the unanimous approval of
The Guild. And while the old-timers will miss the famil-
iar touch of Companion Conover, whom we have learned
to love and whose approval we seek, yet we extend a
cordial welcome to the new occupant, who will be M. .
E.".Comp. Harry L. Izor, and as he is a newspaperman of
years of experience, it behooves us to sit up and do our
level best if we expect to be retained in the good graces
of the new Michigan quill wielder.

The dispensations granted by the Grand High Priest,
which were approved, include several for satisfactory
reasons to change dates of authorized Chapter convoca-
tions. And the one refused was to hold a meeting for the
transaction of business in a Lodge room in some other
town. Although he at another time held that special
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convocation for the conferring of degrees could be held
in the hall of any regular Masonic Lodge within the
Cl}apter’s jurisdiction, provided the Lodge gave its per-
mission.
~ Another decision was that the election of a Compan-
ton as an Honorary High Priest, Past or Present, was
“not a power delegated to a constituent Chapter.” But
of course this does not apply as an Honorary Member.
Also the collecting of the password in the Royal Arch De-
gree cannot be omitted, this being a separate ritualistic
requirement from the declaration of the Captain of the
Host that “All present are Royal Arch Masons.” Wonder
what the average Florida Companion would do when
confronted by such a demand?

Also that concurrent jurisdiction between two Chap-
ters can be effected by mutual agreement.

: Instructive as well as informative is the account he
gives of the many Chapter visitations, in company with
the Grand Lecturer, which covered all parts of this bi-
sected State. At one of the visitations it was announced
mn advance that the work would be according to the “Old
Rr-tua.l.” But later this was changed when the Grand
High Priest explained the impropriety, and he noticed
that many of the Companions adjourned to other parts
of the Temple, because, as one said, “the lid was on.”
'I"he Grand High Priest in connection makes this per-
tinent statement: “The future policies of this Chapter
will be watched with interest.”
~ Well attended was the Sixty-fifth Annual Conven-
tion of the Michigan Grand Council of High Priesthood,
when eighty-five Excellent Companions were conse-
crated and set apart to this Holy Order.

In lieu of a COfff:Spondence Report, Grand Secretary
Conover concludes his chronological history of the Gen-
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eral Grand Chapter, in which we find occasional refer-
ences to Florida. Although this has been copyrighted
and will appear later in book form in connection with his
other historical productions which have appeared in the
Proceedings for several years past, he has given us per-
mission to make a few quotations pertaining to Florida:

When the General Grand Chapter met in 1856, it had reached
a high degree of prosperity. It had twenty-six Grand Chapters under
its jurisdiction, all organized under its laws. There were only
three Grand Chapters in the country not under its authority—
Pennsylvania, Virginia and Florida. In New Jersey and Delaware
only, were there no Grand Chapters, and there were Chapters in the
former ready to form a Grand Chapter immediately after this
session.

At the 1850 session this resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That the Grand Chapters of Virginia, Florida and
Pennsylvania be fraternally invited to unite with their peers now
represented in this General Grand Chapter under the present con-
stitution, and that those of Kentucky and North Carolina be also
fraternally invited to rescind their action to withdraw from this
uniont of Grand Chapters.

At the 1868 Triennial the General Grand Chapter unanimously
resolved, that the Grand Chapters of Pennsylvania, Virginia and
Florida be requested to send delegates ta the next Triennial Con-
vocation as a Committee of Conference to arrange terms of union,
if practicable, with the General Grand Chapter,

At the Triennial Convocation in 1871, the General Grand High
Priest was able to announce that the Grand Chapter of Florida, had
given its adhesion to the General Grand Chapter, and that the Grand
Chapters of Iowa, Vermont and North Carolina had rescinded their
resolutions of withdrawal, and all four were then represented.

It was at this session the per capita tax of one cent per member
on Grand Chapters to furnish revenue was adopted and has been
maintained since.

Next Annual in Grand Rapids, May 18 and 19, 1927,
George K. Phillips, Grand Rapids, Grand High
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Priest; Charles A. Conover, Coldwater, Grand Secre-
tary; Harry L. Izor, Durand, Correspondent.

MINNESOTA—1926

Chapters, 87. Members, 17,040. Exalted, 722.
Net Gain, 239.

Frank H. Mc Crusky, Grand High Priest.

Four times during the year did the Supreme Grand
High Priest send his imperative summons to Permanent
Mer.nbers: R.".E.".Comp. George E. Moore, the Grand
Seribe; M.".E.".Comp. Samuel J. Prentiss, Grand High
'Pr.lest in 1876; M.".E.".Comp. Jerome E. Cooley, Grand
High Priest in 1908, and M.".E.".Comp. Ethan G. D.
'ﬁ_&dams, Grand High Priest in 1925. With these sta-
tions vacant the Sixty-fifth Annual was formally opened
in St. Paul, Oct. 12, 1926. Florida was not represented.

It was sixty-seven years previous, Grand High Priest
McClusky stated in his address, that twelve Companions
laid the foundation of Capitular Masonry in Minnesota.
The partial answer to this practical query is found in the

f‘tecord of his official acts, but time alone can complete
1T 2

Have we this past year added anything of stability and perma-

nence to the ideals they had in view, or have we simply added an-
other 365 days to the past?

He refused to grant a waiver of dispensation on a
petitioner whose residence was in St. Paul and whose
business was in Minneapolis, because, he said, he had no
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authority. Somehow this is not clear to ye scribe, pro-
bably because no other information is given.

He reported attending a joint Convocation in Min-
neapolis when over two hundred Mark Masters received
the Past and Past Excellent Master Degrees.

Lite membership appears to be in disfavor in Min-
nesota, for an amendment to a Chapter by-law was not
approved by the Grand High Priest, by reason of action
taken a year previous by Grand Chapter.

This novel query and approved decision is in line with
a general growing tendency to appropriate public funds
to private purposes:

Question: Can a Chapter by a majority vote donate funds of
the Chapter to a school girl who has won a prize which includes
free transportation and expenses to a certain exposition? This
money was intended as a gift in recognition of her accomplishment.

Answer, No. A very dangerous precedent would be established
with no ending, Where would you draw the line?

Because it would be in the nature of advertising, he
refused the representative of a railroad permission to
address Grand Chapter on economic conditions.

Believing that $1.00 annual dues is insufficient to
run a Chapter, he recommended $2.00 as a minimum, and
Grand Chapter so enacted. But it did not approve that
Chapter members be required to show current Lodge
card when paying Chapter dues.

A check-up in the Grand Secretary's office showed
that the by-laws of four Chapters had never been ap-
proved, and were consequently void.

One year ago Grand Chapter established the office of
Grand Lecturer, and his report indicated a woeful lack
of Capitu]ar interest in some of the Chapters, some of
the officers elected stating they had no interest in the
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Chapter and had no intention of learning the work
belonging to the office. A reorganization was effected.
So satisfactory appear to be the results that the office
of Grand Lecturer was continued. A School of In-
struction will be held one day prior to the Grand Con-
vocation and a delegate from each Chapter will be allowed
per diem. This is putting theory into practice.
Approximately the usual proportionate number of

qualified High Priests were set apart to the Order of
High Priesthood.

We turn with pleasure to the Report on Correspond-
ence by Companion Chas. S. Schurman, his fifth re-
view, and who, he states with Companion Knepper of
Idaho, have the unique distinction of never having held
a Chapter office. Perhaps that may be one reason why
their reviews are so comprehensive and instructive. Then,
too, Companion Schurman is a real newspapermarn.

Referring to the standard set for members of the
Craft in the address of Grand High Priest Todd of Flor-
ida, he says: “That is an exalted status, and in actual
practice we are afraid it falls somewhat short of that.”
It is better to aim at a star, even though only the barn
door is hit. Again referring to the condition reported
by Grand High Priest Todd, which is followed by a re-
production, Companion Schurman further comments:

' The;t have the machinery for the instruction, but the Grand
H_ngh Priest waits for these lazy fellows to ask for the help. It
might have been more effective to have thrust it upon them.

Here are two illuminating comments, the first from
his review of Florida, and the other from his review of
Texas, and both have a bearing on the attitude taken by
Scotland in chartering Chapters in the Australian States:
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We do not know whether we are in accord with Florida and
the General Grand Chapter as to the “Texas-Mexican” matter or
not. The action of the General Grand Chapter in Portland has left
some of the Grand Chapters in a peculiar position, which we ex-
pect to comment upon in another way. * * *

The report of the Texas Committee on Fraternal Relations,
shows that Texas had severed with Scotland two years before the
action of the General Grand Chapter. Texas action was based on
the fact that Scotland has invaded the jurisdictions of West Austra-
lia, New Zealand and New South Wales with which Texas was in
fraternal relations, and it was in protest to the action of Scotland
that Texas broke the line of fraternal intercourse with Scotland.
(Here follows a quotation from the Texas committee). * * * Ip
our humble judgment Texas has made a pretty strong case, and its
criticism of the treaty justified.

Next Annual in St. Paul, Oct. 11, 1927.

Thomas Morris, Crookston, Grand High Priest; John
Fishel, St. Paul Grand Secretary; Chas. S. Schurman
St. Paul, Correspondent,

MISSISSIPPI—1926

Chapters, 70. Members, 7,683. Exalted, 425,
Net Loss, 46.

Frank E. Raxkiv, Grand High Priest.

Comparatively little matter of general interest to the
Craft appear in the proceedings of the Seventy-eighth
Annual, held in the city of Meridian, February 24 and 25,
1926.

Three familiar faces were absent when the roll of the
Permanent Members was called: M.".E.".Comp. Robert
Somerville, Grand High Priest in 1914; M.".E.".Comp
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John J. McIntosh, Grand High Priest in 1916, and M.".

E."Comp. George A. Teunisson, an Honorary Past
Grand High Priest.

But little requiring official action came to the atten-

tion of Grand High Priest Rankin, and his address was
therefore brief.

Nothing out of the ordinary is shown in the list of
dispensations which he granted. The one refused was
to confer degrees on Sunday evenings, the reason given

being that other Masonic Bodies occupied the Lodge room
weekday evenings.

He reported that no question of law had been pre-
sented that was not plainly covered by the Digest.

One recommendation was that the three first elective
officers and the Grand Lecturer compose the representa-
tion at the next Triennial. And another was that at the
next Annual the office of Deputy Grand High Priest be
dropped. Grand Chapter approved both recommenda-
tions.

Although he visited all but four of the Chapters and
assisted in conferring less degrees than usual, yet he finds
that approximately a quarter of the Chapters cannot con-
fer degrees without outside help. But in most cases he
finds the Companions willing, the great need being a
competent leader, coupled with the organization of good
working teams, and success will be assured. But, he
says, “it takes energy, time, devotion to duty, unswerving
determination, the ‘never-say-die’ spirit, to carry it
through.”

The Law Committee held that on the death of the
High Priest neither the King nor Scribe could be elected

High Priest for the balance of the year. Florida looks
at it differently.
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Grand Chapter adopted the report of the Special Com-
mittee favoring the sponsoring of the Order of DeMolay.

Hereafter when a Grand Representative is absent for
two consecutive Annual Convocations the office will be
declared vacant and another appointed in his stead, for
Grand Chapter considers that office “not an empty honor,
but one of responsibility and opportunity for service.”

Fraternal relations were resumed with the Supreme
Grand Chapter of Scotland and Representatives will be
exchanged.

Fourteen Companions were elected and set apart to
the Order of High Priesthood.

E.".Comp. George C. Myers again presents a Report
on Correspondence that is as instructive as it is readable.
Leading features in the Florida Proceedings are graphi-
cally reviewed, being in part reproduced, for he finds
them worthy of passing along.

The time and place of the next Annual was left op-
tional with the Grand High Priest and Grand Lecturer,
and if more time can be given to Grand Chapter and
Grand Council it will meet with Grand Commandery.

Irvin M. Moody, Meridian, Grand High Priest; Ed-
ward L. Faucette, Meridian, Grand Secretary ; Henry C.
Yawn, Lumberton, Correspondent.
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MISSOURI—1926

Chapters, 113. Members, 35,776. Exalted, 1,511.
Net Gain, 70.

Orson W. SweArINGEN, Grand High Priest.

Last year Grand Chapter met at a seat of learning;
this time it held its Eightieth Convocation in Kirksville,
a city noted for its connection with one branch of the
medical fraternity. It was well attended, only thirteen
Chapters missing, with all Grand Officers present, an
equal number of Past Grands, three others telegraphed
regrets, and distinguished guests from Tennessee and
Michigan. Florida was not represented, for no doubt,
M.".E.".Comp. Charles C. Woods was again sojourning
in the land of winter sunshine and flowers.

There is a great deal of common sense in the concise
address of Grand High Priest Swearingen, a consider-
able part of which is given to the matter of the transfer-
ring of the Grand Secretary’s office as well as ‘of
other York Rite bodies from St. Louis to Trenton, the
actual home city of Grand Secretary and Past Grand High
Priest Ray V. Denslow. After the moving of the proper-
ties was under way a temporary court injunction was
served, which somewhat delayed matters, but this was
finally adjusted, the Council Officers of the several
Grand Bodies agreeing that there was no Masonic law
that prevented the movement, and that the civil courts
had no jurisdiction in the case.

Past Grand High Priest Dr. John Picard was ap-
pointed to collect the writings and compile a book or
books of the life of William F. Kuhn, this movement
originating at the previous Grand Convocation, It is a

i —

.
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splendid appointment and the Masonic world wait with
interest the forthcoming work.

It is interesting to note that while the Grand High
Priest was called upon to issue a large number of dis-
pensations, none were to change the regular dates of
Chapter Convocations. i

Only one decision was reported and that pertained
to the change of the Grand Secretary’s Office.

Cabany Chapter was instituted during the year and a
charter was granted. Cabany is such a strange name that
the writer wonders how or where it originated?

The Grand High Priest reported having received a
letter, probably for general circulation, which he says,
“may not be in violation of any positive statute but it ap-
pears to be violative of the spirit of Free Masonry.” Also
of another with a baseball schedule and admission tickets,
to be paid for, which called for a Sunday game between
a “Royal Arch Team’ and another team. He recom-
mended that Grand Chapter go on record “immediately
against Sunday athletics under Masonic management or
for Masonic amusement.” Which it did and referred
both letters to a special committee, probably to be ap-
pointed by the incoming Grand High Priest.

He also reported the receipt of a letter from the
Grand High Priest of Arkansas suggesting the prepara-
tion of a plan for concurrent jurisdiction in the case of an
Arkansas Chapter six miles from the Missouri line. This
was likewise referred to a similar committee—according
to the Arkansas Proceedings, as elsewhere stated, this
did not find form with Missouri, because it was “agin”
the law.

Eloquence, enthusiasm and inspiration characterized
the addresses made by the visiting dignitaries, but a re-
production is not feasible and lesser quotations unsatis-

6—G Chap Cor
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factory. The committee reports and other matters oc-
cupying attention of Grand Chapter were of an internal
nature and of no special interest to outsiders.

In addition to the electing and setting apart forty-
seven Excellent Companions to the Order of High Priest-
hood, M.".E.".Comp. Corona H. Briggs, the senior rank-
ing member, addressed the Convention on every-day con-
ditions, urging faith in God as a remedy for all ills, but
the address, regrettably, is not given in full.

Once again the Fraternal Correspondence is presented

by Past Grand High Priest David M. Wilson, in which
he says:

I see much to commend, little to criticise. When tempted to
criticise T try to keep in mind two very old and two most excellent
sayings that my father and mother taught me when a boy. The
first was that children should be seen, not heard. I am no longer a
child in years, but am still very yvoung as a reviewer. The other,
uttered centuries ago by the King of Kings and Lord of Lords,
was “Judge not that ye be not judged.”

Splendid admonitions. How closely do we, as mem-
bers of The Guild, follow them?

Florida is concisely reviewed, quoting with apparent
approval the writer’s reference to the place of last year’s
Annual, and closing with this pertinent allusion :

“By way of ‘editorial comment,” we again note that
the Proceedings are not indexed.”

Next Annual in Marshall, April 26 and 27, 1927.

Edward W. Taylor, Marceline, Grand High Priest;
Ray V. Denslow, Trenton, Grand Secretary; and pro-
bably David M. Wilson, of Milan, Correspondent, al-
though we fail to find a reference of his appointment.
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NEBRASKA—1927

Chapters, 54. Members, 8,383. Exalted, 315.
Net Gain, 61.

Harry D. Cong, Grand High Priest.

Only three Chapters were not represented at the Six-
tieth Annual Convocation, held in Omaha, Dec. 8 and 9,
1926, and one of those, so the records state, had not been
represented since 1916. Neither was Florida in evi-
dence, but perhaps we may look for something different,
for it was enacted, that if any Grand Representative
“shall absent himself from two consecutive Annual Con-
vocations, without reasonable cause, his office shall be de-
clared vacant.” It has always seemed to ye scribe that
a willful absence, without excuse, is discourteous to the
Grand Body he represents.

Nebraska’s Memorial to Deceased Past Grand High
Priests is a very appropriate observance that any Grand
Jurisdiction could with propriety observe. The Grand
High Priest recited the “names of the Companions who,
from the beginning of the Grand Chapter have been its
guiding hand,” and the Grand Chaplain, at the altar read
the date of each death, and followed with the Memorial
Prayer. Fortunately this year there was no break in
the ranks of either the official or the permanent families.

Grand High Priest was not called upon to make any
decision, all inquiries being answered by reference to
the law. That is a splendid disposition of the query,
yet it sometimes happens that the High Priest or other
enquirer is not certain of the right interpretation, and un-
less some light is given by the powers that be an act is
unintentionally consummated that leads to complications
that might have been avoided.
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Although the Grand High Priest found that condi-
tions were “not all that we could wish for the Capitular
Rite,” yet he was optimistic and believed “the so-called
slump in Masonic membership” had passed. And this
seems to be borne out in the statement that while there
were 209 less exaltations than the previous year, there
were also 126 less suspensions for dues.

The Grand High Priest officially visited a few less
than half of the subordinate chapters, certainly a good
record; and his few dispensations issued were proper
and approved, as were his other official acts, which were
comparatively few. He received the commendation of
Grand Chapter “for the very efficient services rendered
as Grand High Priest.”

A notable annual occurrence is the Grand Chapter
dinner and the oration which followed, the theme this
time being “The Ancient Craft,” in which the orator
seeks to answer this question, as a minister of the gospel
sees it and which he stated was asked him during the
first year of his ministry: “What do you see in Ma-
sonry that makes you run around after that bunch?”
His answer was in the nature of a series of mental pic-
tures in which he likens to man “knocking” for admis-
sion to humanity “groping blindly towards the light;”
and the long search for God's ancient covenant with man
which in the final analysis is, he says, “that name that
is above every name—the perfect name of God.”

The Grand Chapter of Nebraska has a constitutional
committee the duties of which, so far as the writer re-
calls, is not found in other Grand Chapters; the name
of which is Advisory on Reinstatement. Its duties are
to pass on the petitions for reinstatement of Companions
who have been in suspense for dues more than three
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years, which being favorable and being approved by the
Grand High Priest, such Companions may be restored
to membership on the unanimous vote of the Chapter.

Fraternal recognition was accorded the Grand Chapter
Royal Arch Masons of Queensland.

For the second time since 1873 did Past Grand High
Priest and Grand Secretary Emeritus Francis E. White
fail to respond to roll call, he being absent in California
at the time. He was, however, remembered with a tele-
gram of fraternal greetings as well as regret that he was
“retiring after thirty-four years of valuable services to
our Grand Chapter.”

Thirty-seven Excellent Companions were anointed
and set apart to the Holy Order of High Priesthood, and
the joining fee was raised from $3.00 to $5.00.

Conforming to the sentiment expressed a year previ-
ous, the Committee on Correspondence instructed Past
Grand High Priest George N. R. Brown to review the
proceedings of other Grand Chapters, and a report of
such as the limited time permitted appear. It certainly
passes inspection at this station and he will receive a
cordial welcome by The Guild. Of course we hope to
greet him in person in Denver in September.

Florida is among the favored ones. He notes that
several Companions represent more than one Jurisdiction.
That seemed desirable in the earlier days of this Grand
Chapter, but now as vacancies occur the dual idea is not
followed. He refers to Florida as “so small a jurisdic-
tion,” but this depends upon how one looks at it. It may
be so numerically, but geographically there are few juris-
dictions whose area is larger, and perhaps none with a
longer coast line; also it is nearly a forty hour train
ride from Pensacola in the northwest to Key West in the
southeast.
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Thank you, Companion Browne, for your good opin-
ion of the work of ye scribe. The “length” of the re-
views also depends somewhat on the point of view. Our
pages are smaller and the type used is larger, but if com- .
pared by the number of words, which is really basic, one
might be surprised to find that the same 1926 reviews
in Florida would average no more words if as many
as the same Grand Chapters reviewed in Nebraska.

However the foregoing comments are to be con-

strued as merely informative, with no intention of criti-
cism.

Next Annual in Omaha, Dec. 7 and &, 1927.

A. Sherman Pinto, Omaha, Grand High Priest;
Lewis E. Smith, Omaha, Grand Secretary; George N. R.
Browne, Hastings, Correspondent.

NEVADA—1926

Chapters, 8 Members, 655. Exalted, 28.
Net Gain, 10.

CHARLES E. WHrtesipes, Grand High Priest.

_Although numerically small, yet the real Capitular
spirit appeared to pervade the Proceedings of the Fifty-
third Annual Convocation, held in Reno, June 8, 1926,
\?rith every Grand Officer, many Past Grands, representa-
tives from every Chapter and many distinguished visitors
present, but Florida was left out.

_ Only one Chapter failed to receive a visit from Grand
High Priest Whitesides, and his expressed thoughts at
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those visitations, he says, often reverted to the legend
of the Third degree and its incompleteness, as he ex-
pressed it in his address.

I have often wondered at the pact made between Solomon,
whose wisdom has been a by-word for all following generations,
Hiram, the sound and efficient King of the great nation of Tyre,
and Hiram Abiff, skilled beyond all men in the arts and sciences.
1 have wondered why they did not provide against a possible con-
tingency that might prevent their fulfilling their solemn promises
with an army of Craftsmen. And I have thought that perhaps Sol-
omon, in his great wisdom, foresaw that future prophets would lead
the Craft onward, and that it was best that hope should not too
soon end in fruition.

In making these visitations he says he “found the
Chapters lacking in interest,” and that this condition has
existed for some time. He is firmly of the opinion “that
the attempt of the Grand Chapter to force the adoption
of the General Grand Chapter work, in the name of uni-
formity, is in no small way directly responsible.” He
fully believes that uniformity is to be desired, but “not at
the excessive cost of loss of interest in Capitular Ma-
sonry by its members.” He made no special recom-
mendation, but suggested and Grand Chapter concurred,
that as two of the subordinate Chapters were prepared to
exemplify the “old work”:

That the various Chapters should avail themselves of every
opportunity to see the exemplification of the “old work,” to the
end, that after witnessing it they will then be in a better position to
select some work on its merit.

Grand Chapter did not take favorably to his recom-
mendation to abolish the office of Deputy Grand High
Priest, nor to the appointment of a Grand Lecturer; but

it did approve the recommendation to increase the salary
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of R.".E.".Comp. Edward D. Vanderleith, who has been
Grand Secretary since 1912, and Chairman Fraternal
Correspondence since 1903. It further showed apprecia-
tion by publishing his portrait, and well merited is this
tribute by Grand High Priest Whitesides :

Not that we may need a remembrance, but that in future years
we may look upon his kindly face and think of him, who, to us,
has been our chief adviser through all.

Four Companions were set apart to the Order of High
Priesthood.

Another educational and inspiring report from the
Committee on Fraternal Correspondence by Comp. Ed-
ward D. Vanderleith, whose comments are always worth
while.

He heartily approves the action of Florida in making
the loans to students, for he well says, “LEducation is the
watchword of Masonry;” and truly adds, “From our
schools must come an intelligent educated citizenry upon
which depends the good government of our country.”

This is his acceptance of our invitation to him to come
and see Florida:

We hope to some day, and Sageland awaits your inspection.
We may not boast a gay creation where nature exerts an unwearied
power, 1_Jlll we have the majesty of the mountains, “rocked, ribbed
and ancient as the sun,” the glory of beautiful lakes, the witchery
of the desert sky, and nature in many visible forms to delight the

eye. A cordial come and see to you, Companion, and speed the
coming,

_ Thank you, Companion Vanderleith ; the spirit is will-
ing, though, perchance, the flesh may be weak.

Next Annual in Reno, June 7, 1927.
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Adams F. Brown, Goldfield, Grand High Priest;
Edward D. Vanderleith, Reno, Grand Secretary and Cor-
respondent.

NEW BRUNSWICK—1926

Chapters, 9. Members, 1,620. Exalted, 78.
Net Gain, 22.

OrviLrLe B. Dosson, Grand High Priest.

Only one Chapter failed to answer to roll call when
the Thirty-ninth Annual Convocation was opened in Am-
ple Form in the City of St. John, Aug. 25, 1926, with
Florida’s Representative among the absentees. Those
who responded to the imperative summons during the
year included: M.".E.".Robert Murray, Grand High
Priest, 1912; and M.".E.".Herbert E. Goold, Grand High
Priest, 1913 and 1914.

Although illness prevented the Grand High Priest
from visiting all the Chapters, yet he kept in touch with
them, and he is satisfied that Capitular Masonry is
steadily increasing in membership and influence for good.

Carrying out the thought of Mohammed and the
mountain, the Grand High Priest granted two dispensa-
tions for Chapters to hold Convocations elsewhere than
in the regular Chapter room, and in each case he believes
“it has been a great benefit to the Chapter.”

After a Companion is exalted, he receives a Grand
Chapter certificate. Perhaps Florida’s regulations are
more simple and convenient, for the Grand Secretary’s
Certificate appears on the reverse side of every receipt
issued for dues in Lodge, Chapter, Council and Com-
mandery. '
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The principal legislation of this Convocation was the
adoption of the recommendation of the Executive Com-
mittee for a Union of the Order of High Priesthood with
Grand Chapter. For four years after the organization of
the Grand Chapter of New Brunswick in 1887, the title
of the four Council Officers corresponded to those of
the Grand Chapter of England which chartered the sub-
ordinate Chapters. In 1801 they were changed to cor-
respond to the titles of the American Chapters. The ac-

Compan}{ing informative facts are taken from the com-
mittee’s report :

This Grand Chapter when constituted, had authority over the
Masonic degrees of Mark Master, Past Master, Excellent Master,
The Royal Arch Degree, and the Chair Degrees of the three Prin-
cipals, or Instailation Degrees.

That previously to the taking over of these Degrees the Chair
Dcgree of Z., H. and J. were conferred on the installation of these
officers,  When the Constitution of this Grand Royal Arch Chapter
was adopted in 1893 its authority was continued over the four
Chapter Degrees. But in order to meet the requirements of Sister
Jurisdictions it was found necessary to reorganize the New DBruns-
wick Council of the Order of High Priesthood. Since which time
the Degree of High Priesthood has been conferred by that Grand
Council on all applicants,

After looking into the matter, the committee considered it
inadvisable to have this [High Priesthood] a separate body and
recommended that Grand Chapter take over the degreec as was in-
tended at the organization and become a part of the constitution of
the Grand Royal Arch Chapter.

Grand Chapter decided, wisely it seems to ye scribe,
that the expense of printing annually the names of all
Chapter members is out of proportion to any benefit or
usefulness which would result, and after this year the
names will appear only every five years.

Following the setting apart and consecrating of two
qualified Companions to the Order of High Priesthood,
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a committee was appointed to act with a like committee
from the Grand Chapter to consummate the taking over
by the Grand Chapter of the Order of High Priesthood,
to go into effect another year.

Next Annual in St. John, Aug. 24, 1927.

Irarris S. Sawaya, Grand High Priest; J. Twining
Hartt, Grand Secretary; both of St. John.

NEW HAMPSHIRE—1926

Chapters, 26. Members, 5,895. Admitted, 167.
Net Gain, 9.

Tromas F. Crirrorp, Grand High Priest.

Distinguished visitors from New Jersey, Connecticut,
Delaware, Rhode Island, New York, and Massachusetts
occupied the Grand East and two other Grand Chapters
sent regrets, when the One Hundredth and Seventh An-
nual was formally opened in Concord, May 18, 1926.

Wonder what the effect would be on we Floridians
if we should suddenly discover such a galaxy of Masonic
dignitaries in the Grand East at one of our Annuals?
Hope we may have such an opportunity.

Florida was not represented, and the stations of three
Permanent Members were forever vacated: M. .E.".
Companions John H. Steele, Grand High Priest in 1897;
James A. Lang, in 1902 and 1903; Frank R. Marston,
in 1912.

Although Grand Chapter had adopted the General
Grand Chapter ritual, yet for some reason it was not sup-
plied with the requisite five copies for each Chapter, and
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it was largely the efforts of one Companion, the Grand
High Priest said, that assisted “in saving Capitular Ma-
sonry from complete oblivion, toward which it seemed to
be heading.” Being opposed to printed rituals he ordered
every ritual returned to him for destruction, and which
Grand Chapter at this time approved. It is his belief that
with the ritual question permanently settled, “Capitular
Degrees will again command the interest and support that
formerly existed.”

All the other official acts of the Grand High Priest,
comparatively few, were of a local nature and were ap-
proved, including doubling the salary of the Foreign Cor-
respondent, a well deserved appreciation of good work.

Another year Grand Chapter will be asked to pass
upon an amendment providing that a rejected petitioner
must wait a year before he can petition any other Chapter.
The action looking to advancing the opening of Grand
Chapter from eleven to ten o’clock was rejected.

Only five Companions petitioned for the Order of
High Priesthood. Seemingly there are a whole lot of
worthy fellows who are missing something really worth
while.

Our friend and E.".Companion Charles B. Spofford
reviews for the seventh time the great Capitular world
of Masonry which he thus summarizes :

The war period of inflation in membership has passed; normal
conditions are again prevailing; uniformity in work is gaining;
the ritual is being more clearly followed, and in the States with
Grand Lecturers there is a general revival toward better work.

Referring to the Order of DeMolay and The Rain-
bow Girls, he adds: “Just what some inventive ritualist
may conceive to add, is an opportunity for some dreamer
with an eye to financial returns.”
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He highly approves the action of Florida in erecting
a monument to all Past High Priests, “a custom we are
not aware is followed by any Grand Chapter. It is a
beautiful token of love and appreciation.” He rightly
styles the address of Grand High Priest Erle Wirt “a
business-like document.” Nothing of special importance
seems to have been overlooked by Companion Spofford,
and there is no note of disapproval. For this as well, as
his kindly recognition of the work of ve scribe, thank
you,
Next Annual in Concord, May 17, 1927.

Henry L. Sanderson, Nashua, Grand High Priest;
Harry M. Cheney, Concord, Grand Secretary; Chas. B.
Spofford, Claremont, Correspondent.

NEW JERSEY—1926

Chapters, 57. Members, 19,931. Exalted, 1,041.
Net Gain, 603.

Frank C. Savrs, Grand High Priest.

Many worthy Craftsmen who had received high Ma-
sonic honors were present when the Seventieth Annual
Convocation was opened in Ample Form in Trenton, May
12th, and which included M. .E.".Comp. Wm,. H. Lowe,
Florida’s Grand Representative.

There were so many matters of importance to be
considered by the Royal Craft that Grand High Priest
Sayrs did not deem it necessary to include the more or
less common platitudes in his address, but at once made
it strictly business. He said it was a pleasure as well
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as a privilege to officially visit many Chapters and other
Masonic gatherings in all parts of the State as well as in
neighboring Grand Jurisdictions, and his addresses at
such times were undoubtedly inspirations to greater ac-
tivities and accomplishments.

He was pleased to report that the fraternal concord
with all other Grand Chapters remained unbroken. On
his recommendation fraternal relations were established
with the Supreme Grand Chapters of Victoria, Western
Australia, New South Wales and Queensland (first
formed.)

Greater uniformity of ritualistic work resulted from
the approved distribution of “Blue Prints” of the floor
movements of the several degrees under the direction of
the District Deputies.

So impressively did the newly constituted Woodbury
Chapter confer the Royal Arch degree upon twenty-six
candidates in the presence of the Grand High Priest, that
it was granted a charter.

Anticipating a failure to hold a regular convocation
nearly two months ahead of time, a Chapter was granted
a dispensation to change the date of a monthly convoca-
tion, for election purposes.

The decisions of the Grand High Priest were mostly
of a local nature. It was declared illegal to install a
High Priest by proxy, for he held office until his suc-
cessor was installed, and the obligations of office can
only be assumed in open Chapter. An amended regulation
provides that “to obtain and retain membership in a
Subordinate Body of this Grand Chapter, one must be
an affiliated Master Mason.”

Hereafter not only the Grand High Priest but “such
other officers as he may choose to invite”” shall have their
expenses paid to the General Grand Chapter,
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Although not recommended, yet a loose-leaf record
or minute book in Chapters will be permitted, “provided
the pages are printed in consecutive number.” The Chap-
ter seal must be affixed to all documents and membership
cards to make them legal.

Almost as many High Priests as there are Sub-
ordinate Chapters were admitted into the Order of High
Priesthood. Many distinguished visitors from other
Grand Jurisdictions were present.

This summary of conditions as R.".E.".Comp. A.
Boylan FitzGerald, Fraternal Correspondent as well as
Grand Chaplain, found them as he traveled “throughout
the world with the Capitular Rite,” is somewhat ancient
history, yet they also apply at this time:

To review the proceedings of sixty Grand Convocations is
indeed calculated to broaden one’s mind and to deepen his hold upon
the things which alone abide. Gladly do we note that everywhere
throughout the Royal Craft our Companions are actuated by noble
purposes and high ideals. The various Grand Jurisdictions have
been directed by men who have been unselfish and untiring in their
service. They have been in touch with humanity and its needs.
They have endeavored to kecp first things first and we belicve
that the Craft everywhere is on a higher plane than it has ever
been. It is a real education to see how various Grand Chapters

wrestle with their difficulties, surmount their obstacles and solve
their problems.

Florida is fully and courteously reviewed and with
approval. He believes that a Grand Lecturer would prove
to be of great benefit to the work of the Grand Chapter.

Next Annual in Trenton, May 11, 1927.

Marion H. Hall, Newark, Grand High Priest; Abram
A. Reger, Somerville, Grand Secretary; A. Boylan Fitz-
Gerald, Phillipsburg, Correspondent.
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NEW MEXICO—1926

Chapters, 16. Members, 2,074, Ixalted, 193.
Net Gain, 101.

Frankrin P. KiLBurN, Grand High Priest.

That Capitular Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction is
on a solid basis is evidenced by the substantial growth
in membership, while other Grand Chapters of much
larger membership shows a net loss. This is also re-
flected in the optimistic spirit pervading the Twenty-
eighth Annual, held in Roswell, Feb. 18, 1926, at which
time only one Chapter failed to be represented, and its
isolated location, particularly relative to where Grand
Chapter met, ought to be an acceptable alibi. All Grand
Officers and several Past Grands participated. This
Grand Chapter gets along very well without Grand Rep-
resentatives.

The first matter presented after the formal open-
ing was the report of the Committee on Revision of
Laws, consideration of which was made a special order of
business following the address of the Grand High Priest
and other reports, when the Revision report was adopted,
but it lies over till next Annual before becoming opera-
tive. A feature that will specially commend it to The
Guild is that it provides for a standing Committee on
Correspondence, to report annually concerning Capitular
Masonry in the world. The two years that will neces-
sarily intervene is a long time to look forward, but it will
no doubt be worth the waiting.

Grand High Priest Kilburn, in the preamble of his
address, depicts this captivating word picture of the
spirit of Masonry:
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We arc all Brothers of a glorious QOrder. Like the sun riding
in the flaming chariot through the heavens without a rival, so
Freemasonry, clad in robes of virgin white, stands without a peer
in the world of fraternalism.

As the gentle moon hangs her silver crescent upon the sky
with the matchless glory of her mellow twilight, folding the lengthen-
ing shadows of departing day around her, softly singing time's
eternal lullaby while she rocks the weary world to rest, so the beck-
oning light of Freemasonry, with tender hands, puts the broad mantle
of charity, friendship and brotherly love ahove the sons of noble
sires, as they go to and from labor, refreshment and rest.

Pressure of business and attendance upon the Trien-
nial Encampment prevented him making as many Chap-
ter visitations as he had anticipated, but he took consola-
tion in the knowledge that the field would be covered by
the District Deputy Grand High Priests.

One of his decisions was that in case of a lost dimit,
an authenticated receipt covering the same could be ac-
cepted. Another was that a dimitted Master Mason loses
his Chapter standing after twelve months, when he be-
comes a non-affiliated Chapter member and must there-
after petition for re-instatement.

All of his official acts including dispensations were
approved, one of which was to receive a petition, ballot
on same and confer degrees at a regular convocation, on
a Brother who was to leave next day for South Ainerica,
to be absent three years.

New Mexico is the home state of the National Ma-
sonic Tuberculosis Sanatoria Association and to which
it appropriated ten cents per capita; also $400.00 to the
Sojourners’ Club at Ft. Bayard, and $10.00 to the Way-
farers’ Club in Arizona.

Not being satisfied with the ritualistic proficiency in
some of the Chapters and a desire to generally improve
the work, the Grand Lecturer will make official visita-

7—G Chap Cor
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tions, instead of depending entirely on the Ritual Com-
mittee.

Next Annual in Las Cruces, Feb, 24, 1927.

George D. Robinson, Deming, Grand High Priest;
Alpheus A. Keen, Albuquerque, Grand Secretary.

NEW SOUTH WALES—1925
Chapters, 68. Members, 3,608,
H. MoNnTGoMERIE HaMiLTON, Grand Z.

Differing from the American Craft, Australian
Grand Bodies give out but little statistical information in
their published proceedings; but quite fully do they re-
port their financial status, which usually shows a sub-
stantial gain each year. Neither are these Brethren nig-
gardly in caring for their less fortunate Brethren, the
specific allowances made seeming to partake more of the
fraternal insurance plan.

In addition to the regular Quarterly Convocations of
the year, the Supreme Grand Chapter of New South
Wales held two Special Convocations, all of which took
place in Masonic Hall, Sydney, the official See. The first
was evidently to officially receive the Grand Second Prin-
cipal of the Supreme Grand Chapter of Queensland; the
other for installing and investing the incoming Grand
First Principal and the installing of the Grand Second
and Third Principals. These are made very important
functions in every subordinate as well as in the Grand
Chapter.
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In the address of the Grand First Principal at the
first Quarterly Convocation, he dwells on the long stand-
ing trouble with the Grand Chapter of Scotland by rea-
son of the latter continuing to charter Chapters in New
South Wales, even though the Grand Lodge of Scotland
has not chartered a new Lodge in that State for nearly
forty years, and a Chapter is supposed to be attached to a
private Lodge. In this connection he gives at length the
agreement entered into between the General Grand Chap-
ter of the United States and the Supreme Grand Chap-
ter of Scotland in connection with the settlement of the
Philippine controversy.

He also gives out this information, the outcome of
which will be watched with much interest by the Royal
Craft generally, and which is evidently incubating, as
there appears to be no other reference to it in the year’s
work :

What may prove to be a most important event has occurred
since my election, viz, an invitation from the Leinister Marine
Chapter, holding under the Supreme Grand Chapter of Ireland, to
take a referendum of our members on the question of the desira-
bility of the creation of a united Grand Body of Royal Arch Masons
for New South Wales. A similar invitation was extended to the
District Grand Chapter, under the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scot-
land. * * * T am sure that you will agree that whether you think
such a conference would result in an agreement or not, we should
not stand in the way of any attempt consistent with the dignity of

this Grand Committee to bring about the union of all Royal Arch
Masons in New South Wales under one Grand Body.

As showing the close relation between Lodge and
Chapter, further discussion of a proposed amendment
was deferred, which was to allow other than Installed
Masters of Craft Lodges to be eligible for the offices
of Second and Third Principals (equivalent to our King
and Scribe.)
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Much interesting information is found in the quarterly
reports of the Grand Inspector of Workings, which refer
to incidents, customs and ceremonies differing from ours,
a few of which follow, but with no thought of criticism :

“The Mystical Lecture” was given by Companion Joyce; the
signs by Companion Costley. [These must be requirements, for
they are given in nearly every reported Installation, and which is
performed by a Grand Officer].

_ This Chapter prefers one candidate at each meeting, not-
*flthstanding there arc several candidates waiting. [Only four to
six regular Chapter meetings are held during the year].

Forty-eight qualified Principals were present at one Chapter
Installation.

The Historical and Symbolical Lectures were divided into three
parts and floor members as well as Officers were given an oppor-
tunity of doing work,

Unique not only in the annals of the Supreme Grand Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons of New South Wales, but of this Degree
throughout the Commonwealth of Australia, was the exaltation of a
n}:l}‘lb'er of Master Masons attached to the Battleship “West Vir-
ginia,” a part of the American fleet then visiting our shores on its
Grand Tour of the Pacific. The work was done by Zetland Chap-
ter No. 1, which is the oldest Chapter on our register. * * * The
“cvfl}.r exalted Companions requested to be allowed to remain as sub-
scribing members of the Chapter.

The' war period concessio
appropriate to the De
some, who still thinlk
other Degrees.

n of allowing Aprons other than those
gree being worn, has not been forgotten by
It correct to wear Aprons appropriate to

Many other incidents
added.

For the first time the

just as informative could be

\ : re is given a report of the Com-
muttee on Foreign Correspondence, in which each Grand
Chapter 1S separately reviewed. The committee consists
Pf_ five members and there is nothing to indicate whether
it 1s the work of one or of the five, It is so entertaining
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and informative that one is impelled to complete its read-
ing regardless of the wee sma’ hours. If the Committee
could make it possible to attend the next Triennial at Den-
ver, he or they will receive a cordial welcome from The
Guild.

Florida is reviewed in a friendly spirit and without
special comment. It is regrettable that so many of the
Craft will not have the opportunity of reading what our
overseas Companions think of us. In reproducing this
one comment we wonder if the writer has not a mistaken

conception of American Masonry in connection with
“politics :”

A third feature in connection with the perusal of these fine
resumes of Fraternal Correspondence, is the impression that Ameri-
can Freemasonry takes an active interest in the promotion of poli-
tics and controversial education. We of Australia scrupulously try
to avoid these pitfalls. Peace and harmony result.

Neville W. Montagu, Grand First Principal; D. R.
Hutchinson, Masonic Hall, Sydney, Grand Scribe E.

NEW ZEALAND—1926

Chapters, 58. Members, 3,389. Exalted, 307.
Net Gain, 43.

G. Russern, Grand Z.

About all that the world at large needs to know rela-
tive to the Capitular affairs in this far-away Grand Chap-
ter, is to be found in the Report of the Supreme Com-
mittee to the Thirty-fourth Annual, held in Invercargill,
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February 24, 1926, and but little of that interests us this
side-the big pond. In such a prosperous condition fi-
nancially is this Grand Chapter that a donation was sug-
gested for the Widows and Orphans and Aged Masons
Fund of the Grand Lodge, but a compromise seems to
have been effected to place the per capita at one shilling.

During the year efforts were again made to restore
closer fraternal relations with the Supreme Grand Chapter
of Scotland. New articles of agreement were submitted
by the Grand Chapter of New Zealand, but which did not
prove acceptable to Scotland, which then submitted its re-
quirements. These provisions were such that they were
likewise not acceptable, and the efforts to settle the long-

standing difference through correspondence again re-
sulted in a dead-lock.

A free discussion followed, being participated in by
Companions who held membership in Scottish as well as
New Zealand Chapters, and finally resulted in the unani-
mous adoption of a resolution, which stated that the
draft agreement submitted were the minimum terms of
recognition that the Grand Chapter of New Zealand could
accept in its own territory, from the Supreme Grand

Ché:ipter of Scotland, the closing paragraph of which
reads:

In a friendly and fraternal spirit it tenders the aforementioned
terms to the Grand Chapter of Scotland for adoption, and failing
su.ch adoption, the Grang Chapter of New Zealand will be impelled
with reluctance to notify its constituent Chapters and those con-
cerned that mutual recognition does not axist between the respective
Grand Chapters, and require them to act accordingly.

At the conclusion of the installation and investiture
of the Grand First Principal, M.".E.".Comp. T. M. Ran-
kin, he addressed the Companions, in which he portrayed
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his conception of the Royal Arch which he calls the
climax of Masonry, which he says, “is pre-eminently a
God-honoring and a humanity-loving institution.”

It is gratifying to know that Florida’s Grand Repre-
sentative, R.".E.".G. G. Bullock-Douglas, P. G. Supt.,
was one of those who tendered fraternal greetings in be-
half of their respective jurisdictions to the Grand First
Principal.

There is no Correspondence Report nor Order of
High Priesthood.

Thomas M. Rankin, Grand First Principal Z.; Chas.
W. Nielsen, Masonic Temple, Wellington, Grand Scribe
E.

From other and later sources it is learned that Scot-
land did not accept the last agreement submitted by New
Zealand; and that New Zealand has suspended fraternal
relation with the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of
Scotland. This is regrettable to say the least, for it may
have the effect of further complicating Capitular condi-
tions in the other Australian States as well.

NORTH CAROLINA—1926

Chapters, 57. Members, 8,279. Exalted, 451.
Net Gain, 107.

James W. Pavyng, Grand High Priest.

Although all the Grand Officers and many Past
Grands were present when the Seventy-eighth Annual
was convened in Wilmington, May 11, 1926, yet fully
one-third of the Chapters and Florida’s Grand Represent-
ative did not respond to roll call. Wonder why?
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Capitular Masonry lost a beloved leader when the
final summons came to M.".E.".John E. Cameron, Grand
High Priest in 1912.

Many matters of local importance appear in the ad-
dress of Grand High Priest Payne, who tried to “put
on an educational drive and not a drive for new mem-
bers.” He found it necessary to take up three charters
during the year and he persuaded other Chapters to re-
turn to work, one of which had a class of twenty-seven
for the Royal Arch.

All the minor acts of the Grand High Priest were ap-
proved, except a dispensation to permit a Chapter to bal-
lot on petitions ahead of time prescribed in the by-laws.

Believing that Grand Representatives should either
represent or let some other ones who will, he revised the
list and recommended a large number of new appoint-
ments, and he further recommended that when one missed
two Annual consecutive Convocations, unless excused, the
commission should be annulled and a successor appointed.
But Grand Chapter decided to let well enough alone.

Believing that the report of the Masonic Educational
Lozfn Fund, of which the Grand High Priest was the
chairman, contained much important general information,
he caused copies to be sent to the four principal officers
of every Grand Chapter in the United States, Canada,
British Columbia, England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales,
and the replies received indicated he said, that “some of
the Grand Chapters had already adopted our program
and many others said they would recommend it to their
respective Grand Chapters,”

This Educational Fund js managed by a joint commit-
tee from the Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter, Grand Com-
rnane_:lery and the Scottish Rite, in which $10,000 was ap-
portioned to the several educational institutions in the
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State in sums ranging from $500 to $1,000, and was by
them loaned to the boy or girl direct, upon recommenda-
tion from this committee, but in order to meet those who
were in training in hospitals $500 will be apportioned to
the Alumni Association to be used by them on the same
basis.

It has been well said that the best prophet of the fu-
ture is the past, and acting on that principal the Grand
High Priest deemed it wise to refuse to issue dispensa-
tions where the territory was too small to give promise
of a thriving Chapter.

Approximately half of the Chapters received official
visitations from either the Grand High Priest or some
other Grand Officer, Also there were held sixteen Joint
Convocations or York Rite reunions, as they were called,
at which during the day all the degrees were conferred.
Local conditions may make such events desirable, but ye
scribe often wonders whether such gatherings as these
make real Craftsmen or mere members? This plan has
not yet been put into practice in Florida.

As the result of inquiries which the Grand High
Priest caused to be made, he learned that of the forty-
nine American Grand Chapters, nine do not have the of-
fice of Deputy Grand High Priest; four do not mention
in their Proceedings Grand Masters of Veils; fifteen
elect the Grand Masters of Veils, including North Caro-
lina and the remaining thirty have these as appointive
officers. Believing that it would be to the advantage of
the Grand Chapter for the Grand High Priest to appoint
the four Master of Veils, rather than elect as has been the
practice, he suggested a constitutional amendment to the
ernd, and which was adopted together with the below
added recommendation, but which appears to nullify
whatever advantage might have followed by the break-
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ing of the straight line of regular promotion, which, if
ye scribe correctly understand, seems to have been in the
mind of the Grand High Priest:

We recommend however, that the incoming Grand High Priests,
in making their appointments, shall carry out, in the matter of pro-

motions, the will of the Grand Chapter as alrcady expressed by
hallot.

For some reason only a small proportion of qualified
Companions availed themselves of the restricted privilege
of being set apart to the Order of High Priesthood.
Wonder why?

Partaking very much of the nature of a textbook is
the Capitular Review prepared by E.".Comp. J. Edward
Allen, a separate volume of three hundred pages being
set apart for that purpose, and we unhesitatingly recom-
mend it to any one seeking a year book on Capitular
Masonry. Anything like an intelligible review is not
feasible in this connection.

Four pages are given over to Florida, which include
several quotations from the address of our Grand High
Priest Erle Wirt, in one of which Companion Allen in-
fers that $30 is too small an advance payment for life
membership. It looks that way to ye scribe, if life mem-
bership be necessary. He designates Florida's action
relative to waivers of jurisdiction “desirable legislation,”
he being “severely opposed” to the granting of waivers
of jurisdiction” to petitioners of short time residence.
Neither does he appear to be particularly enthusiastic over
so-called “York Rite Reunions.”

Next Annual in High Point, May 10, 1927.

John S. McEachern, Wilmington, Grand High Priest;
John B. Griggs, Elizabeth City, Grand Secretary; J.
Edward Allen, Warrenton, Correspondent.
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NORTH DAKOTA—1926

Chapters, 28. Members, 4,124. Exalted, 172.
Net Loss, 44.

WiLLiam T. Jounston, Grand High Priest.

Grand Officers from Manitoba and Minnesota as
well as the Presiding Officers of each of the other York
Rite Bodies, assisted in the formal opening of the Thirty-
seventh Annual, held in Fargo, January 26, 1926, and the
writer wishes he might also have been among the lesser
lights, for it would have been a glorious way of ob-
serving his natal day. Florida was represented by E.".
Comp. Otto F. Hennings, Grand Captain of the Host.
Of course the distinguished visitors left behind them
words of wisdom and inspiration that will not soon be
forgotten.

When the roll was called there was one vacant chair,
which for a score of years had been reserved for M.".E.".
Comp. Evart C. Stevens, Grand High Priest in 1904-5.

The address of Grand High Priest Johnston was
largely a resume of the activities of the year, However,
he took occasion to truly say:

The true Mason must first have been prepared in his heart
and he who is not made a Mason therein, will never be made one
in the Lodge. No matter how carefully he may go through all the
forms and ceremonies, there is no room adjoining the Lodge, no
matter how convenient, in which he can be prepared properly if he
had not previously been prepared in his heart. Better far add ten
who have been made Masons than an hundred who have merely
joined the Order.

The Craft, or the Council Officers at least, must be
students of Capitular law, for the Grand High Priest
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was not called upon to make any decisions during the
year. And his other official acts were nominal. Most
of his dispensations were in connection with the use of
substitutes in the Royal Arch. Florida working in
harmony with the General Grand does not impose this
added and seemingly unnecessary duty upon its Grand
High Priests. He, however, gives this explanation:

It may seem at a glance that we have given too many dispensa-
tions to use substitute candidates, but we do not think it for the
best interests of Capitular Masonry to hold up two or even one
candidate indefinitely.

Grand Chapter thought the same way and hereafter
the High Priests will be permitted to use their discretion
in this matter without reference to the Grand High Priest.

He reported making as many visitations as conditions
permitted, two of which were to the Grand Chapters of
Manitoba and Saskatchewan, and he thinks ‘“‘our neigh-
bors to the north are grasping the significance of Royal
Arch Masonry.”

His only recommendation was that it would be in
keeping with the dignity of the office of Grand High
Priest to have a suitable apron to wear when making of-
ficial visitations, and Grand Chapter took the hint.

Grand Secretary Stockwell, in his report, in refer-
ring to the small net loss in membership, expressed a
thought that is just as applicable in Florida or Oregon as
in South Dakota:

There is no use complaining or decrying the lack of attendance
or interest; the only thing to do is to get busy and create interest.
Tt can be done. We have tried it in Fargo, where the demands fraom
the outside are greater than anywhere else in the jurisdiction, and we
know whereof we speak.
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The Student Loan Fund, a joint affair, of Grand
Lodge, Grand Commandery and Grand Chapter, has
loaned about $13,000 to 122 worthy applicants and still
had left a balance of nearly $2,000.

The reports of the District Deputies are not so com-
plete as those of their northern neighbors, who seem to
find time to visit nearly or quite every Chapter in their
respective districts. In this respect at least our Canadian
Companions seem to take Capitular Masonry more ser-
iously than we on this side the invisible line.

This paragraph in the report of the Necrology Com-
mittee partially indicates the great loss the Craft in gen-
eral has recently sustained, and involuntarily brings home
the thought—are we who are left adequately filling those
vacant stations:

Ernest LeNeve Foster, Colorado; Silas B. Wright, Florida;
Thomas R. Marshall, Indiana; Andrew P. Swanstrom, Minnesota;
Robert F. Stevenson, Missouri; Dr. Peter McGill, New Jersey;
Arthur Warren, New York; Charles L. Brockway, South Dakota;
Sol. Cutchins, Virginia, and Edward D. Vanderleith, Nevada,

Grand Chapters using General Grand Rituals will no
doubt heartily favor the resolution fathered by South
Dakota requesting the General Grand to permit each
Chapter the use of not to exceed ten rituals.

It looks as though Grand Chapter was findir}g junket-
ing about the state burdensome and for economic reasons
it will again meet in Fargo.

The one great event of the year to the elect few is the
annual gathering of the Past Grand Officers Association,
with Comp. E.".Geo. Guthrie as tl.u: bos's_ A new ritual
is in preparation, but there is nothing said about changes
for every initiate.

Fifteen Companions were introduced and set apart
to the Order of High Priesthood.
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There is only one M.".E.".Comp. E. Geo. Guthrie,
and he it is who prepares the Fraternal Correspondence
Report. He feels quite chesty on being appointed one of
the Committee on Fraternal Relations in the General
Grand Chapter to serve in the interim, and with perhaps
equal propriety can the writer of this review feel the
same way. M.".E.".Comp. E. R. Turnbull, of Illinois,
is the Committee Chairman.

Companion Guthrie finds much of interest in Florida
to attract his notice, and his comments are courteous, but
he wishes the Grand Secretary would not use so many
initials. But, bless you, George, when the Grand High
Priest signs his name T. T. Todd what is the Grand
Secretary going to do about it?

Next Annual in Fargo, Jan. 25 and 26, 1927.

William W. Shaw, Enderlin, Grand High Priest;
Walter L. Stockwell, Fargo, Grand Secretary; E. Geo.
Guthrie, Fargo, Correspondent.

NOVA SCOTIA—1926

Chapters, 20. Members, 2,651. Exalted, 127.
Net Loss, 39.

Pros S. J. Orro, Grand High Priest.

Among the regrets received at the Fifty-seventh An-
nual “Convention,” held in Halifax, June 8 and 9, 1926,
was one from R.".E.".Dr. Augustus Robinson, who
served that Grand Chapter forty-seven years previous as
Grand Scribe, the oldest living Grand Officer; and one
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from R.".E.".Comp. W. V. Murray, the oldest living
Grand King. Three Subordinate Chapters were not rep-
resented, neither was Florida.

During the year the final summons came to M.".E.".
Comp. Frederick W. Shaffner, Grand High Priest in
1916. Another notable member who passed away was
E.".Comp. George W. Johnson:

He was one of those who signed the Declaration of Union
with the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia in 1875, thus making him
probably the oldest Past High Priest in that Grand Jurisdiction at
the time of his death. He held that honor for fifty years in the
Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia and some years more under the
Grand Chapter of Scotland.

Although the Grand High Priest stated in his ad-
dress that “nothing out of the ordinary routine had come
to his attention,” yet his was quite an important year.
While recording a small net loss in membership yet he
found healthful indications for a “brighter future.”

It was greatly to be regretted, it was stated, that
Grand Chapter did not deem it advisable to hold this
present Annual with Shannon Chapter in Newfoundland,
but it was decided to hold the next Annual there at a
time to be decided upon later. During the calendar year
Shannon Chapter will celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of
receiving its charter, and a Grand 'Chapter delegation
will add prestige to it. In this connection special mention
was made that M. .E.".Comp. William A. Ellis, of St.
John, a member of Shannon Chapter and a former Past
Grand High Priest, had been honored with the appoint-
ment of Past Grand Junior Deacon by the Grand Lodge
of England, there being some Lodges in that Island work-
ing under the English Constitution.
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In reply to a query he ruled that according to the Con-
stitution a Royal Arch Mason may take his dimit from a
Lodge without affecting his standing in the Chapter.
This having been made a matter of investigation, replies
being received from every Grand Chapter, a Constitu-
tional Amendment was passed that after one year a dimit-
ted Master Mason is automatically suspended in the Chap-
ter. Another ruling, differing from Florida law was:

That although the Grand Chapter is silent, yvet [ rule that per
capita taxes accruing during the interval of suspension become due
and are to be included in the regular returns to Grand Chapter.

Not favoring any public display, and believing it
would be an innovation, he refused to grant a dispensa-
tion for a public installation. Public installations are
in the nature of advertising and the writer fails to make
them harmonize with Masonic teachings.

It appearing to the Grand High Priest that there was
a lack of uniformity in ritualistic work, having no Grand
Lecturer to teach it, and deeming it “best not to inquire
too closely into what had been used,” he recommended
the appointment of a Board of Ritual, which was ap-
proved.

It is apparent that the Order of High Priesthood 1s
a prerequisite to presiding as High Priest, for in addition
to the regular Convocation in connection with Grand
Chapter, several Special Convocations are held.

Grand Secretary Brenton F. Porter says he gets both
personal benefit and pleasure in preparing the Reports on
Correspondence, as does also the writer of this. And
it is to be hoped that those who read them will be im-
pressed the same way. Companion Porter quotes freely
and wisely and comments understandingly.
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He disagrees with nothing under Florida, but this
comment in connection with the physical perfection fea-
ture of the address of Grand High Priest Wirt is interest-

ing:

This decision might bring about conflict, as an instance being
that of the writer's father whose Masonic residence was Ardrossan,
Scotland, while he voted in Nova Scotia,

This comment in reference to the Queensland con-
troversy very concisely states the situation at the present
writing :

The question apparently, that separates them now [the amalga-
mation of the two Grand Chapters], is that No. 1, Grand Chapter
insists that one of the conditions of union be that a Companion must
be an Installed Master [in the Lodge] before he can be eligible to
the principal positions in the Chapter. The other does not consider
it necessary.

Next Annual at St. John’s, Newfoundland, date to be
given later.

Reginald V. Harris, K. C., Halifax, Grand High
Priest; Brenton F. Porter, Truro, Grand Secretary and
Correspondent.

OHIO—1926

Chapters, 239. Members, 80,170. Exalted, 2,600.
Net Gain, 1,345.

Warren J. BAkER, Grand High Priest.

In attendance a remarkable record was made at the
One Hundred and Tenth Annual, held in Toledo, Oct. 6
and 7, 1926 the missing ones being: E.".Comp. Homer

8—G Chap Cor
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F. Smith, Grand Master of the Third Veil, who had
passed through the Veils for the last time; M. .E.".Comp.
Charles L. Harrod, whose alibi was perfect, for he was
spending the winter in the home city of ye scribe; the
representative of six Subordinate Chapters, and nothing
to indicate that E.".Comp. Ernest B. Brown was present
to represent Florida.

All the other Grand Bodies were represented and ap-
parently as many distinguished Masonic dignitaries from
adjacent territory as could get there. Their introductions
and responses are a valuable addition to Masonic litera-
ture. The regrettable part is that ye scribe could not
also have been present, for Ohio was his original Ma-
sonic home.

Business predominated in the address of Grand High
Priest Baker, at the outset of which he requested the
Chapter Representatives on their return home “to make
a full and detailed report to your respective Chapters
of the Proceedings of this Annual Grand Convocation.”
Splendid suggestion; hope they did, for there was in it
much worth while. He further said:

The reading in open Chapters will eliminate many useless
questions and unnecessary correspondence. The Annual Proceedings
are intended to be read and not placed on a book shelf as an orna-
ment and there to accumulate dust.

Careful and thorough Chapter inspections are re-
quired, which no doubt have much to do with the steady
growth in membership of this Grand Chapter. This
pertinent comment is suggestive:

At inspections in many cases, the count of Companions present
is taken at the dinner table, which number is largely in excess of
those remaining. The attendance at Stated Convocations falls
greatly below the above averages.

WP
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The Grand High Priest recommended changing the
date of the closing of the Capitular year; more attention
to the collecting of Chapter dues by the Secretaries; a
graduated compensation for Chapter Secretaries, based
on membership; the payment of fees as the degrees are
conferred (the latter optional in Florida). But Grand
Chapter through its Jurisprudence Committee advanced
satisfactory reasons to let well enough alone.

In order to avoid double payment of mileage to Com-
panions attending both Grand Chapter and Grand Coun-
cil, the Grand High Priest recommended that Grand
Council pay the mileage going and the Grand Chapter re-
turning.

On the recommendation of the Grand High Priest,
Grand Representatives were exchanged with the Grand
Chapter, R. A. M., of Queensland (first formed). No

further action seems to have been taken by Grand Chap-
ter.

Among the courtesy requests was one for Jericho
Chapter of Miami to confer the Royal Arch degree for
Webb Chapter of Cleveland.

The approved decisions of the Grand High Priest in-
clude:

A High Priest has no authority to vacate the election of a can-
didate who fails to appear for the Mark Master degree.

A Brother who has been dimitted from his Lodge since 1922,
was a non-affiliate in his Chapter, ceased to be eligible to any of
its benefits, or to visit it, and remains so until he becomes in good
standing in some Lodge.

A Canadian Companion who had not received the Past Mas-
ter’s degree applied for membership by dimit. The Ohia Chapter
should first confer the Past Master’s degree without charge, for

“no Ohio Chapter is permitted to charge a fee for the Past Master’s
degree.”
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The Grand High Priest was so highly impressed
with the benefits of a District Officers’ Association
which he attended, composed of the High Priests, Kings,
Scribes and Past High Priests of that District, that he
recommended the formation of such an Association in
each Ohio District,

The Inspection Reports impressed the Grand High
Priest that unless there is more interest manifested and
a revival in Capitular Masonry, “no additional Chapters
are needed for several years to come,” except possibly in
cities and rapidly growing communities.

Perhaps in no other Grand Jurisdiction, where not
obligatory, is more importance given to the Order of
High Priesthood. Many prominent visitors were present
at the Annual Convocation, when 130 Companions were
set apart and consecrated. Noteworthy was the address of
the M.".E.".President, Companion Nelson Williams, well
known to Florida Craftsmen. By reason of impaired
vision he asked to be relieved from further service and he
was succeeded by M. .E.".Comp. Grafton M. Acklin,
who has been an officer in the same Grand Council for
thirty years. As a testimonial of the love and affec-
tion in which President Williams was held he was given
a silver bowl bearing the inscription “Nelson Williams,
Order of High Priesthood, Silver Anniversary as Presi-
dent, 1926.” During this quarter of a century Presi-
dent Williams has personally anointed 2,269 Compan-
ions, to which may be added 136 at one Convocation
when he was too ill to officiate but did sign the diplomas,
making a total of 2,405 during his quarter of a century
of service.

The Report on Foreign Correspondence is by Dr. W.
A. Belt, M.".E.".Past Grand High Priest, who under
Florida says, that nowhere clse has he noticed such a dis-
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tinction as “Emeritus” member, which exempts him from
Chapter and Grand Chapter dues. With this additional
comment: “The distinction between ‘Emeritus member’
and ‘Life member’ is somewhat troublesome.” “Emeri-
tus” takes the place of “Life,” which latter neither Grand
Lodge nor Grand Chapter carries on its rolls, the “Emeri-
tus” member being exempted by special action of the
Chapter or Lodge, and is on account of “old age,”
“bodily infirmity” or “indigency.”

Next Annual in Cleveland, Oct. 5 and 6, 1927,

Irving Stafford, Cleveland, Grand High Priest; Ed-
win Hagenbusch, Urbana, Grand Secretary; Orion P.
Sperra, Ravenna, Correspondent.

OKLAHOMA—1926

Chapters, 75. Members, 14,108, Exalted, 1,046,
Net Loss, 151.

CrHArRLEs E. Creacer, Grand High Priest.

So evenly do matters Capitular seem to move along
in this Grand Jurisdiction that no one feature overtops
another; surely the Companions can well sing, “Oh,
Happy Condition.” The Thirty-seventh Annual was
held in Tulsa, April 21 and 22, 1926, with a full comple-
ment of its rightful officials and many distinguished visi-
tors as well as the heads of all the other Masonic Bodies,
yet E.".Comp. Stanley C. Tyler was not there to speak
for Florida? Why for?

Many reasons are advanced by Grand High Priests
for accepting the office, but this very commendable com-
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bination advanced by Grand High Priest Creager is new
and it is a pleasure to pass it along:

I take this Grand Chapter into my confidence to say that my ac-
ceptance was influenced by two real friends: one has been called to
her Heavenly Home; she was devoted to the principles of IFrecmin-
sonry and enthusiastic in the interest of the Order: a voice from the
grave scemed to insist that I accept. The other was our dearly be-
loved Grand Secretary who has been my Masonic mentor and per-
sonal friend since first we met—nearly a quarter of a century ago.

With such incentives it normally follows that Royal
Craft ideals were emphasized at opportune times, and it
was quite natural that he should say: “I have done the
best I could and offer no apology.”

Notwithstanding there was a small net loss in mem-
bership, it was his opinion that the Royal Craft was
stronger and better than it was a year previous, as well
as being a more useful institution. It will no doubt,
also induce more careful selection of material, for he
emphatically subscribes to this doctrine, “A well directed
black ball never injures Masonry.”

He advanced the somewhat novel idea, if the writer
correctly understands, that suspension for non-payment
of dues, when it becomes necessary to ‘“collect by the
processes of ordinary business,” is more of a liability than
an asset to the Craft and that the losing of such member-
ship is more of a gain than a loss. To counteract this
he recommended life membership at what seems to be a
comparatively nominal sum, the details of which are not
quite clear. Grand Chapter took it under advisement

and a special committee will clarify and report a year
hence.

A close relation exists between Chapter and Council
and he earnestly hopes that the two Bodies “may arrive
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ar a relation even more closer,” and that the officers will
function in complete accord.

No decisions were required, all queries were for in-
formation, and the publication of the Code makes the law
easily accessible,

The Grand Lecturer in his travels found the degree of
proficiency in ritualistic work somewhat low and he
recommended more Schools of Instruction so that every
Chapter should receive instruction during the coming
year. He further recommended that the floor work con-
form as closely as possible to that of the Ancient Craft
Lodges.

Grand Chapter did not take kindly to a proposed
plan that the Jurisprudence Committee should consist of
all the Past Grand High Priests with the Junior Past
Grand as chairman, holding that it should let well enough
alone. :

Somewhat of an innovation was the formation of
the Secretaries Association of the Grand Chapter and the
Grand Council. It is composed of the elective and acting

secretaries of the subordinate Chapters and Councils, and
its object is:

To promote greater efficiency among the Secretaries of the
subordinate Chapters and Councils in Oklahoma, a better under-
standing between the offices of the Secretaries and the office of the
‘Grand Secretary, and to further the interest of Capitular and
Cryptic Masonry in this State.

The writer of this has long been of the opinion that
a somewhat similar organization ought to be in force in
every Grand Jurisdiction.

A resolution to repeal a former action of Grand Chap-
ter to the effect that a Chapter introducing ceremonies
not in the ritual in conferring degrees might have its
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charter arrested and the High Priest removed from of-
fice, was with other matters pertaining to ritual and
work referred to a special committee to report a year

hence. That committee will not find its pathway always
strewn with flowers, we opine.

For some reason only about half as many High
Priests as there are Chapters in a Grand Jurisdiction,
except where obligatory, take the Order of High Priest-
hood. The writer often wonders why this average is so
uniform? This time in Oklahoma thirty-eight “received
the order in regular form.”

Once again The Guild is pleased to extend a cordial
welcome to another entrant to its more or less mystical
circle, Past Grand High Priest Eugene Hamilton, who
makes his maiden bow this time in presenting a readable
and instructive report on Foreign Correspondence, in
which he collates the facts as he finds them, and refrains
from quoting but few of the sentiments expressed. He
makes a splendid start.

For Companion Hamilton’s information, the thought
tried to be conveyed in last year’s report though perhaps
clumsily, that the expression “self contained,” as applied
to distinguished visitors, was that they were all from the
same State and presumably all members of that Grand
Chapter. For that reason as explained in another re-
view in this report, they are not introduced in Florida.

Next Annual in Holdenville, April 20 and 21, 1927.

Emerson Burns, Poteau, Grand High Priest; James
A. Scott, Muskogee, Grand Secretary ; Eugene Hamilton,
Chickasha, Correspondent.
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OREGON—1926

Chapters, 48. Members, 7,209. Exalted, 353.
Net Gain, 161.

Jorx K. Korrock, Grand High Priest.

From out where the sun goes down, comes this glow-
ing report, that the gain in membership the past year in
the Grand Chapter of Oregon was “four times as great
as that of last year.” This is also in evidence at the
Sixty-sixth Annual, held in Astoria, April 12, 1926, by
the attendance of all the Grand Officers, a large propor-
tion of Past Grands and Chapter Representatives as well
as Florida’s spokesman, as well as by the presence of the
presiding officers of the other Grand Bodies, and also
M.".E.".Comp. Horace W. Tyler, Past Grand High
Priest and Grand Treasurer of the Grand Chapter of
Washington.

One member of the Permanent Family, M.".E.".
Comp. Albert H. Steiner, Grand High Priest in 1908-9,
received his summons to enter the Eternal Sanctuary.

Our ancient Brethren were paid their wages in the
coin of the realm. So did Grand High Priest receive his
wages by visiting each of the Chapters, not one being
overlooked; and he was pleased to report in his address
that “Officers and Companions are showing an increased
enthusiasm in the work of the Order.”

A Chapter was constituted as Bandon. He felt com-

pelled to refuse a dispensation to form a new Chapter
at Redmond, for, he stated:

It is only fair to you to say that I am personally not convinced
that there is any real demand for a Chapter here, nor any probability
that a Chapter so established would be at least numerically success-
ful.
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This was written after careful investigation, good
reasons being given. When all Grand High Priests are
as careful in their investigations, there will be fewer
dormant Chapters and Capitular Masonry will be the
net gainer,

He believed closer fraternal relations were developed
by reason of the joint meetings held during the year,
one of which was inter-jurisdictional when, accompanied
by a number of other Companions, he visited Vancouver
Chapter No. 9 and witnessed the conferring of the Mark
Degree under the revised ritual of the General Grand
which has been adopted by the Grand Chapter of Wash-
ington. Oregon, however, is using its newly revised
ritual, the result of three years of study and labor, which
in form and method of treatment, he modestly says,
“will be the best ever put on by any Grand Chapter.”
It is such a long way from Florida to Oregon that it is
doubtful if many of our Companions will be able to verify
this statement.

One of the results of his visitations was the recom-
mending of a constitutional amendment which would give
a Standing Committee authority to determine whether
Chapter jurisdictions should be exclusive or concurrent
when the straight-line rule is inconsistent with the con-
venient lines of travel, and which decision shall be final.
This was referred to the Jurisprudence Committee for
re-drafting, which in its new form will put this authority
in the hands of the Trustees of the Grand Chapter, a sub-
sidiary body not commonly found in other American
Grand Chapters.

Another recommendation approved by Grand Chapter
was the appointment of a committee to act with a similar
committee from the Grand Chapters of Washington,
Idaho, California and Nevada to determine upon recipro-
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cal arangements by which membership across State lines
may be authorized.

Grand Chapter approved the recommendation that
the Order of High Priesthood be obligatory upon a High
Priest before he shall be permitted to exercise any duties
of his office; also that no elected and installed High
Priest who fails to receive the Order shall be entitled to
rank as a Past High Priestt This raises the query
in the mind of the writer how he could acquire such a
rank if he was not “permitted to exercise any duties of his
office.”

Resulting from another recommendation, Grand
Chapter adopted as its official emblem,” the Triple Tau
within a triangle inscribed in a circle.”

Another constitutional amendment to come up a year
later, will be that all petitions for degrees, in addition to
the customary requirements, shall be accompanied by a
certificate of membership issued by his Lodge.

Taking its name, Hodson Council, Order of High
Priesthood, from a former devoted Royal Craftsman,
now deceased, mention of which has been made in a
previous review, it differs in this respect from nearly or
quite all other Grand Assemblies. At this Annual, twenty-
six E.".Companions were consecrated and set apart.
After the obligatory requirement goes into effect the
yearly number will no doubt materially increase. It is
certainly a worth-while privilege.

Once again E.".Comp. Walter O. Haines in his Cor-
respondence Report presents the important Capitular hap-
penings in the several Grand Chapters as he finds them,
and it makes valuable educational reading.

In his review of Florida he quotes the stand taken
by Grand High Priest Erle Wirt in the General Grand
Chapter controversy and with this approving comment:
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We have been in full agreement with our Florida Companions
in the stand they have taken and congratulate them on the result.

It is not uncommon for the name of the writer of
this review to be spelled on the printed page in other re-
ports differently from what the records show. It is
also in the Oregon review.

Next Annual in the City of Bend, April 11, 1927.

George E. Swafford, Oregon City, Grand High
Priest; D. Rufus Cheney, Portland, Grand Secretary ;
Walter O. Haines, Portland, Correspondent.

PENNSYLVANIA—1926

Chapters, 152. Members, 59,778. Marked, 2,160.
Net Gain, 661.

GeorGe P. Darrow, Grand High Priest.

This is the only Grand Chapter ye scribe recalls where
the deaths greatly outnumbered the suspensions. The
growth is based on the number Marked rather than on
the Exaltations, and which causes one to wonder if the
yearly dues begin at time of receiving the Mark Degree,
and also why a Mark Lodge, and its relation to the
Capitular degrees?

At the March Quarterly the “In Memoriam” of M.".
E.".Comp. A. G. Criswell Smith, who was Grand High
Priest in 1911 and 1912 was presented. e was also
Most Puissant Grand Master, R. and S. M., in 1902. An
outstanding tribute :

Companion Smith had a three-fold devotion: the Public School,
the Church and Free Masonry, and to each of these insti_tutlons he
gave himself unreservedly., His was no half-hearted service,
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At the June Quarterly tribute was paid to M.".E.",
Comp. Henry O. Kline, who was Grand High Priest
1903 and 1904; he was also the Representative of the
Grand Chapter of Florida. Briefly summarized :

His Masonic record from Blue Lodge to the Supreme Council,
33 degree, is one of brilliant succession, notable for services con-
scientiously performed and for constancy and ability seldom sur-
passed.

A Special Grand Convocation was held in April to
constitute Crafton Chapter No. 312, with a membership
exceeding two hundred.

One Chapter requested permission, which was grant-
ed, to receive and act upon a fourth petition for degrees

and membership from a Brother whose third petition had
been rejected.

Recognition was granted the Supreme Grand Royal
Arch Chapter of New South Wales; but the request
from the Grand Chapter of New Zealand was for the
present deferred, as was also that from the Supreme
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Queensland.
The committee report concerning the latter states :

The position stands at present: Two Supreme Grand Chapters
of Queensland. There are still Scotch Chapters not gathered into
the fold. No Irish Chapter is in existence in Queensland.

Committees are working to bring about a union of the two
“Supreme Grand Chapters,” but as yet without success.

Grand High Priest Darrow, in his address, stated
that he attended every District meeting, and there are
twenty-three Districts. He truly says:

There is no progress without service. There can be no Masonry

without service. * * *  All around team work is the magic wand
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that alone can make our Chapters what they should and can be.
They have taught us two important lessons: the lesson of self-help,
and the lesson of giving help to and receiving help from others.

Pennsylvania appears to have adopted this custom
which is gaining favor, and quite logically, too, for the
Scribe to confer the Mark degree and the King the
Most Excellent degree. Being disappointed that this
plan was not carried out at one District meeting, he made
this pertinent comment: “It is difficult to conceive of
a valid excuse for a Scribe elected in DDecember being
unable to confer the Mark Degree in the following
September.”

Constitutional amendments adopted at the Dece
Quarterly are unquestionably among the most important
and far-reaching acts of legislation passed upon by any
Grand Chapters in many years. The net result of these
amendments is:

mber

That henceforth any affiliated Master Mason, resident in Penn-
sy_lvania, and in good standing in his Lodge, whether it is located in
this or any other recognized Jurisdiction, is eligible to petition for
degrees and membership in any Royal Arch Chapter in Pennsylvania.

It is now possible for a Brother made a Mason in a sister
J,‘"'S‘“Ction. who afterward acquires Pennsylvania residence, to
find 2 home in a Pennsylvania Royal Arch Chapter, without
severing his relations with the mother Lodge. It is possible for
the Pennsylvania made Mason to attain the summit and perfection
Of Ancient Craft Masonry (the Royal Arch Degree) without let or
hindrance.

: Marked improvements grew out of the instructions
given the Chapter Secretaries who met with the Grand
Secretary at the March Quarterly. Might not this plan
be profitably considered by other Grand Bodies?

Grand High Priest Darrow emphasizes that “a true

Masonic life is a life of service.” He further well says:

T
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Our Fraternity rests on a SagiE N
grows out of that belief. Di\.t::r:::ftel:clgr?;; aar;dd atlllivl_*rec :’\f_las?nr_‘,-
enter into the very warp and woof of its constructic:::e I;lt-m.mples
a religion in the sense that it is interested in creeds ‘but izs‘not
religion in the sense that it believes in religious ideas 'and reli ffﬂa
jdeals. Tt is not a religion in the sense that it sets out to accomg;li;;f
the salvation of the soul. It is a religion in the sense that it sets
out to accomplish the betterment of human kind.

The Committee on Correspondence is composed of
five members, of which Past Grand High Priest John M.
Core is the chairman. He prefaces the report by referring
to the action of the Grand Chapter relative to the “Pass-
ing to the Chair’’ as a prerequisite for petitioning for
Capitular degrees in Pennsylvania, as summarized by
Grand High Priest Darrow in the first part of this re-

view. -
Florida is again review
under which he qt

ed by E.".Comp. H. Franklin
lestions the advisability of

Brossman, . :
granting dispensations to ballot on candidates at special
convocations. Although he appreciates the fellowship

growing out of courtesy work, hﬁ_ questions '“‘\'hﬂth“‘f a
candidate should not receive all his degrees in the body
of which he desires to become a member,” s ex-
pressions of good will are appreciated,
All Grand Convocations are held in Masonic T
: : ¥ 2 AMason A X
Philadelphia. e Temple,
Walton K. Swetland, C
Cow ouder e i
Priest; Joseph F. Quinby 'Philade] 111301‘;: o
=~ ! phia, Grand Secretary
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QUEBEC—1926

Chapters, 21. Members, 3,417. Received, 179.
' Net Gain, 66.

W. M. Courer, Grand First Principal.

Somewhat uneventful were the proceedings of the
Forty-ninth Annual, held in Montreal, March 26, 1926,
in two sessions, commencing at 3:00 p. m. TFrom the
amount of matter presented, some of which must have
been merely offered and with “leave to print.” It seems
to have been well attended by most of those who “be-
longed to be there,” except Florida’s Representative. Hope
he is not chronically indisposed. Quebec can rest assured
that it will be represented at the Florida Annual by
Grand Chaplain Rev. W. B. Y. Wilkie.

For years, with an occasional exception, Quebec has
followed the custom of having its Grand First Principal
serve two years. This has some commendatory features.
Accordingly M. .E.".Companion Couper for the second
time presents an accounting of his official acts, pre-
facing the address with this comprehensive statement:

Masonry is a science. It seeks to instruct, educate and develop
the mind; it provides rules of life: it opens the door to the proper
application of the Golden Rule; it raises men’'s thoughts to an
Eternal Home and it provides only the highest ideals as the guide
of man’s conduct. Craft Masonry lays the foundation, and Royal
Arch Masonry raises the superstructure.

While the net gain is small, Companion Couper is
pleased to note that Quebec’s membership in the Royal
Arch, proportionate to Craft Masons, is fully up to the
average found in other Grand Jurisdictions, and he has
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no fear of interest in the Royal Craft diminishing. Par-
ticularly gratifying to The Guild at least will be his
statement that the “blessing of renewed health has been
bestowed upon M.".E.".Comp. E. T. D, Chambers,” al-
though he sent regrets for non-attendance.

He was also greatly gratified to learn that fraternal
relations had been established with the English Grand
Lodge of Mark Master Masons, which was severed by
edict in October, 1883, over a claimed invasion of juris-
diction. The terms of the agreement is the recognizing of
the members of Mark Master Lodge No. 131, attached to
St. Paul’s Lodge in Montreal, and no further warrants
will be issued or revived for Lodges of Mark Master Ma-
sons in the Province of Quebec. Just how this benefits
the Mark Master’s of No. 131, is not quite clear to the
writer.

The visitations of the Grand Z. were confined largely
to the Chapters outside of the City of Montreal. A
splendid idea, for it is the outside Chapters that most

need.thc i_nspiratiou of the Grand Presiding Officer.
His inter-jurisdictional visitations took him

to Maine,
Massachusetts and Ontario,

Among t.he necessary dispensations were several to
install as First Principal (High Priest) Companions
“who had not been Worshipful Masters of a Symbolic
Lodge.” He again emphasized the requirement that re-
quests for dispensations should go through the Grand
Superintendent of the District for his approval.

Obs.erving that the revenue for the year had dropped
off a I]tt]E: lowing to increased expenditures, he recom-
mended raising the Grand Chapter dues to $1.00. but
Grand Chapter compromised on $.80 ,

Plans are being laid to ce
semi-centennial anniversary of

lebrate one year later the
the forming of this Grand

0—G Chap Cor
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Chapter, the exact date being October 12, 1876. By a
peculiar coincidence this review is written almost to a
day on the date of Quebec’s Fiftieth Anniversary. It is
hoped and believed it was a memorable event and the best

wishes and congratulations of Florida Royal Craftsmen
are hereby tendered.

In the report of the Grand Lecturer reference is
made, that at one of the District Meetings the “Ancient
Mark” degree was exemplified, which causes one to won-
der how this work might differ from that ordinarily
conferred in this degree? District meetings are strongly
favored because they create the necessary emulation for
good work. Also the work of the Grand Superintendents
is favorably commended and in consideration of which
they are given a Past Rank with the title of R.".E.".

As yet there is no order of High Priesthood.

Once again it is a pleasure to note that M.".E.".
Comp. E. D. T. Chambers maintains the high standard
of excellence in his report of Foreign Correspondence,
being the thirty-ninth successive year he has filled this
station. He also has no “doubt as to the continued prog-
ress and prosperity of Royal Arch Masonry.”

He deals kindly with Florida, quoting with approval

from its proceedings, which is pleasing to this Grand
Chapter.

The Half-Century Annual will be held in Montreal,
March 23, 1927.

A. B. J. Moore, Montreal, Grand Z.: W. W. William-
son, Montreal, Grand Scribe E.; E. D, T. Chambers,
Quebec, Correspondent.
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QUEENSLAND—1924, 1925 AND 1926

Two years ago the Grand Chapter of Florida decided
not to extend fraternal recognition to either of the Grand
Chapters that had been formed in Queensland until a
more harmonious and united condition prevailed there in
the Royal Craft. Although efforts are being made to
bring about an amalgamation of the two Grand Chap-
ters, yet at this writing the indications are not very en-
couraging. The main contention, as the writer under-
stands it, is that the first Grand Chapter that was formed,
although numerically less in membership, insists that all
First Principals (High Priests) be Installed Masters in 2
Craft Lodge. To this the newer Grand Chapter agreed
whenever feasible, that is when a Chapter is attached to
a Lodge, but by the separation of the Royal Arch from
Craft Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters were for conven-
ience or other reasons, not always attached to any partic-
ular Lodge, and at times it was deemed bettel'- that a
Chapter select as its First Principal a Companion who
had never been installed a Master. And the newer formed
Grand Chapter still claim that it is within its Masonic
rights to continue this practice. .

One year ago the 1924 and 1925 Proceedings of the
Supreme Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masor_ls of
Oueensland (the older Grand Chapter) was reviewed.
Similar courtesy this year is given to the Snp_rgne Grand
Royal Arch Chapter of Queensland, the SPECIflC name of
the newer body. There appears to be nothing to definitely
indicate the membership of this Grand Chapter, other
than the First Grand Principal stated it exceeded 2,000 ;
but mention is made of the constitution and consecration
of Carpentaria Chapter No. 49, which is probably also
the number of subordinate Chapters. Queensland is a
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country of magnificent distances, for the above named
Chapter is at Normanton, and it is stated, ‘‘the nearest
Chapters are those situated in the Cairns district, some
hundreds of miles away.”

Preparations- are nearly completed for the forming
of a Chapter at Port Moresby in the Island of New
Guinea, at which place there is an established Lodge of
Master Masons. There is much of interest to the stu-
dents of Masonry in these proceedings, going into minute
details, for instance, of the kind, shape and trimmings
of the aprons to be worn by the various officials and other
‘members.

The Cryptic impressive degrees, closely connected
with Chapter work though somewhat new, are recom-
mended to the Chapters and, by which the First Grand
Principal hopes to see them generally worked, because:

They tend to keep alive a vivid interest in the work, more
especially those Companions who have passed the First Principal's
chair who, if not active, are apt to lose interest. This may be
overcome by appointing them to positions of prominence in the
Cryptic degrees.

This principle is generally true, for it is those who
have something to do who maintain interest, while those
who continually sit on the side lines, mere lookers on,
gradually drift away.

Royal Arch Masonry was established in Queensland
by the founding of Prince of Wales Chapter No. 1 in
1864, and North Australian Chapter No. 2 in 1868. The
former, which has preserved all its records, will soon
publish its history. Both of these Chapters are a part
of the Grand Chapter being reviewed.

M.".E.".Comp. R. N. F. Quinn, besides being Grand
First Principal, is of course Grand Master of Queens-
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land, he also holds important offices in other English and
Scottish Bodies; and St. Claire Bernard, Brisbane, is
Grand Scribe E. '

SASKATCHEWAN—1926

Chapters, 26. Members, 2,557. Admissions, 112.
Net Loss, 80.

Cuaas P. Moorg, Grand Z.

This being one of the “baby Grands,” matters move
along so harmoniously that us fellows living in the far
Southland find little to write about. The Third Annual
was held in Weyburn, Feb. 17, 1926, all kinds of its
qualified members, including Florida’s Representative,
being present. Grand High Priest Shaw of North Da-
kota added to the dignity of the occasion. And notice
was given that at the next Annual action would be taken
to make M.".E.".Shaw ‘“an honorary member of this
Grand Chapter with the rank of Past Grand Principal
I

Suspension for non-payment of dues is the major
reason assigned by the Grand Z. in his address for the
net loss in membership, a result of the necessary weeding
out of the Masonic Garden.

It is quite evident that many Brethren have surrend-
ered good coin of the realm for something they did not or
could not assimilate. Is it wholly their fault? How
about the vastly greater number who remain, all of whom
are or should be mutually interested? Are we doing what
we ought to do, and what is expected of us? This is a
personal matter in which each must answer for himself.



-

134 GRAND CHAPTER OF FLORIDA

The Grand Z. refused to approve by-laws where many
pen alterations had been made to the type-written copy,
they being returned for re-typing.

He ruled that a Chapter could confer the Royal Arch
Degree on one candidate, provided two Sojourners were
used. Grand Chapter did not concur, but that it be given
the fullest consideration it was referred to the Juris-
prudence Committee to make a recommendation at the
next Annual.

All his other official acts were approved; although it
was assumed that there must be good and sufficient rea-
sons to permit a second ballot on a candidate who had been
rejected,

An effort to bring about waivers of jurisdiction be-
tween North Dakota and Saskatchewan Chapters without
being referred to their respective Grand Jurisdictions
failed.

No Order of High Priesthood reported.

There is a brief Report on Correspondence, by R. .
E.".Francis B. Reilly, Grand Scribe E., good as far as
it goes; which causes the writer to often wonder if such
curtailed reviews accomplish the purposes for which
they are intended. It is well that all of us do not look
at matters from the same angle and elevation. Florida
is impartially considered.

This parenthetical sentence from another review
throws some light on the seeming importance attached to
a Past Installed First Principal or Master, the necessity
tor which has been so puzzling to the writer: “Appar-
ently no provision for indulgent Committee of Past P.
to certify to perfection.” In Florida as well as in all
other American Grand Jurisdictions that the writer is
familiar with, no authority by reason of the office at-
taches to a past presiding officer, be he a Past Grand or
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a mere Past, any more than to the youngest member,
unless he be assigned to some committee, and even then
not necessarily by reason of his Past honors. And when
he drops out of office he is as powerless as was Samson
after Delilah had shorn him of his locks.

On the back cover page is a concise summary of the
advantages of Saskatchewan, closing with this state-
ment : “Climate, the best in the world.” May be so, may
be so; but as one of the popular jingles goes, “It's all in
the way you lay the sticks.” The writer of this was per-
mitted to reside half a century where shoveling snow and
paying coal bills was a recreation; now he lives where it
is summer all summer in the summer time and where there

is no winter. The latter better suits us as well as many
others.

Next Annual in Regina, date not stated.

E. Pinkerton, Yorkton, Grand First Principal; F. B.
Reilly, Regina, Grand Scribe E. and Correspondent.

SCOTLAND

M.".E.".Comp. The Earl of Cassillis presided at the
Quarterly Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Scotland,
March 5, 1925, when he was re-elected as Grand Z., as
were the other Office Bearers, the only contests being in
Second and Third Grand Standard Bearers. The in-
stallation occurred at the Annual two weeks later. In
connection was the naming of those M. .E.".Companions
upon whom Honorary Rank were conferred, they being
distinguished members of the Order abroad.

In the response to one of the toasts at the banquet
which followed, it was stated that there were something
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like 615 Chapters on the rolls of the Supreme Grand
Chapter; another response stated that eighteen new Chap-
ters were chartered during the year, and there were

4,273 exaltations, a substantial increase over the pre-
ceding year.

The Earl of Cassillis, who had recently returned from
an extended trip to Australia, presented a brief resume of
Capitular conditions in those countries. Space will not
permit a reproduction of his entire response to the toast
“The Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland.”
These two paragraphs may give a partial understanding
of the position taken by the Grand Chapter of Scotland
in its Foreign and Colonial field:

Then there is the position in some of the Dominions where we
exist side by side with local Grand Chapters, some of which have
been more or less recently formed, and with these, questions of
much intricacy occasionally arise. The presence of a desire for
self-government is always within the scope of possibility, and some-
times this becomes audible, but, as secems only quite natural, Scot-
tish Masons who have seen the light of Masonry in Scotland, or who
treasure the traditions of a great system and race, usually tenaciously
hold to the desire to maintain their old connection. FEnglish and Irish
Chapters on the same ground may be actuated by like sentiments,
and hold to their original allegiance, and we consequently have Eng-
lish, Scottish and Irish Chapters working side by side and also a
local Grand Body. England invariably maintains the right of
chartering Chapters in connection with English Lodges wherever
these may be, and only recently has, while following our example of
recognizing the Grand Chapter of Queensland established in 1922,
emphasized the position that its right to establish Chapters re-
mains unimpaired,

There is a thing, I think, which we do not always quite realize
when we are asked to recognize Grand Chapters in our Dominions,
and consequently, possibly do not give sufficient reflection to what
may be entailed, and it is that the Supreme Grand Chapter rec-
ognizes its responsibility to provide facilities for advancement to
the members of the Scottish Craft, but it cannot concede to make its
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Chapters to be purely adjuncts to the Scottish Lodges, or to restrict
the operations of such Chapters in any artificial way.

Among the many matters of business at the Quar-
terly held June 4th, was a request from the Supreme
Grand Chapter of Queensland (1918) asking for recog-
nition, “but in the circumstances the request could not be
acceded to.” A request for recognition also came from
the Grand Chapter of New Zealand, with this result:

The Committee recommended that the terms previously com-
municated to the Grand Chapter of New Zealand be adhered to,
and the request that entrants to Scottish Chapters, be restricted to
Brethren from Scottish Lodges be not entertained. The Committee
is of the opinion that any untoward circumstances affecting Royal
Arch Masonry which may result from the severance threatened, is
attributable to the action of the Grand Chapter of New Zealand.

SOUTH CAROLINA—1926

Chapters, 170. Members, 6,459. Exalted, 218,
Net Loss, 176.

CaarLes K. Carerrzeerc, Grand High Priest.

Perhaps to avoid the appearance of a Grand High
Priest naming a future incumbent, South Carolina Cap-
itular laws provide that all the stations from Grand
Principal Sojourner to Grand Master of the First Veil
“shall be filled at each Convocation in the order given,
by the High Priests of the oldest Chapters who may be
present.” When the One Hundred and Fourteenth An-
nual convened in Greenville, April 28, 1926, one Grand
Officer, several Permanent Members and representatives



138 GRAND CHAPTER OF FLORIDA

of seven Chapters did not respond to roll call, but Florida
was represented by its Grand King, R..E. .Robert T.
Goodale, as was also North Carolina by its Grand High
Priest and two Past Grands.

Very rarely does the honor come to any one person,
as it did to M.".E.".Comp. Chreitzberg, to be the presid-
ing officer of three Grand Masonic Bodies at the same
time, he being also Grand Master of the Grand Lodge,
as well as Grand Master of the Grand Council. So
acceptably did he perform his three-fold duties that he
with his associate officers were chose to preside over the
Royal Craft another year.

Harmonious conditions prevailed throughout the
Grand Jurisdiction, Grand High Priest Chreitzberg re-
ported in his brief address, so that fortunately his official
duties were not burdensome, although there must have

been some drones to have induced this pertinent com-
ment :

It is only where the officers have not prepared themseclves that
the Chapters are sluggish and fast becoming dormant. If we will
fill ourselves with enthusiasm and spend the time necessary to equip
ourselves, and then give the Companions something on Chapter
nights, there would be no complaint of lack of interest.

The Grand High Priest is to be commended for the
firm stand he took in the matter of granting dispensa-
tions, none of which are given in detail, but, he said, “I
have carefully avoided granting any dispensations for the
railroading of candidates.”

No questions of law having been submitted, no de-
cisions were required, which he considers a healthy sign,
and he looks forward to the time when the necessity for
decisions will finally disappear—theoretically a condition
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that would be ideal, but there are grave doubts that it
will ever become common.

A part of his “wages” was the pleasure that came
from the reading of letters from Representatives near
other Grand Jurisdiction, a duty often overlooked, but
which he believes “can be made to wield an immenss
power in bringing all the Grand Jurisdictions into close
touch with each other.”

Action prevailed that ritualistic changes be made so
that the formation of groups in the closing differ from
the opening, but which for obvious reasons are not stated.

Being optional rather than obligatory only eleven
qualified Companions availed themselves of the peculiar
privileges offered them in the Order of High Priesthood.

A South Carolina Grand Chapter Proceedings with-
out a review by M.".E.".Comp. James L. Michie would
be like “Hamlet” without the “Ghost,” and his Sixteenth
Annual is fully up to the high standard he set a long time
ago.

Florida is carefully and courteously reviewed by him
and he gives several quotations, noting that “Florida was
among the few, very few,” which did not obey the
mandates set forth in the Texas controversy. He also
says that our Grand Secretary does not state Florida’s
membership. That seems strange, for the 1926 Pro-
ceedings open before the writer gives a statistical sum-

mary at the top of page fifty-seven and the membership
as 8,448, with a net gain of 481.

Next Annual in the City of Rock Hill, April 27, 1927.

Charles A. Kreitzberg, Rock Hill, Grand High Priest;
O. Frank Hart, Columbia, Grand Secretary; James L.
Michie, Darlington, Correspondent.
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SOUTH DAKOTA-—1926

Chapters, 43. Members, 6,370. Exalted, 243.
Net Loss, 10.

Joun O. KaMMeErRMANN, Grand King and Acting
Grand High Priest.

In the midst of life’s duties M.".E.".Comp. Charles
L. Brockway’s earthly light was suddenly extinguished
and he received that imperative summons to appear before
the Supreme Grand Chapter and make his final account-
ing. His mantle fell upon R.".E.".Comp. John O. Kam-
merman, Grand King, who carried on the work as out-
lined on the trestle board of the former master workman
and which passed inspection.

With the above exception all the Official family,
many Permanent Members and a goodly number of rep-
resentatives of Subordinate Chapters were present when
the Thirty-seventh Annual was formally opened in Yank-
ton, June 10, 1926, and yet no one to speak for Florida.

Very cordial was the greeting of the Acting Grand
High Priest to all present, in which he compared the dif-
ficulties of travel experienced by the pioneers who at-
tended the forming of this Grand Chapter, with those of
the present day. So smoothly do Capitular matters seem
to move along that his official acts do not appear to have
been overly burdensome.

He refused to grant a waiver of dispensation in the
case of a Brother:

Who had let over a year elapse since taking his M. M. degree
and therefor a vote of the Chapter where he petitioned originally,
was necessary in order to place him in good standing.

i
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This was followed by a request for a dispensation to
allow this same Brother to receive the balance of his
Capitular degrees, which for the same reason was also
denied.

It was brought to the attention of the Acting Grand
High Priest that a notice of a petition for concurrent
jurisdiction issued by Grand High Priest Brockway, was
still pending, and after careful investigation Companion
Kammermann found that such action would be detri-

mental to the younger and small Chapters, and he ruled in
part:

The by-laws of the Grand Chapter of Dakota provide that in
case of inaccessibility or inconvenience in traveling, concurrent juris-
diction may be granted by the Grand High Priest, but in this modern
age, when the scientist and engineer have placed at our disposal
good roads and reliable automobiles, the Acting Grand High Priest

does not find sufficient cause to disturb the boundary set by Grand
Chapter.

Believing that much good can be accomplished by
personal visitations of Grand Chapter Officers, although
ill at the time the duties devolved upon him, the Acting
Grand High Priest made as many visits as the time per-
mitted. At one of these visitations an unusual feature
was that a father and four sons took all the degrees. Al-
though the conferring of all the degrees is quite com-
monly followed, yet the writer of this is impressed that
whenever feasible it is better that the work be distributed
over two or three convocations.

In order to give more time for the transaction of the
necessary business and to hold a School of Instruction,
he recommended that two days be given to the Annual
Convocations, and Grand Chapter approved. Ie also
urged extending charity to inactive Chapters, although not
specifying the limit:
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oo hard on them.
Let us not be too exacting with them and too ilﬂ;'-’ Masons—
. . Are lvlds
They are composed, in most cases, of good Royal Arch
just as good as you and I, but for
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in adopting 3 resolution which extended rccogi‘qte o
2t Grand Chapter; gng 1n which it was also stz

None of them

tercourge With the
of Qucensland [th
an outgrowh

[the Grand Chapters of Anstralia] “I]]f_ :\
So-called Supreme Grand RD!—:"*] "‘}f('“hnittcdl}r
€ junior Grapg Chapter], which is
of the Scottish Provincial Grand Chapter.
t
A dozen Excel]cnt Companicms were set a;éi;ofgc
the Order of High Priesthooq and M.".E.".Comp- M.
- Ayres wag elected President to succeed the late
*++Comp, Brockway. g
wing to the untimely death of M.'.E. 'Co;ﬁc
Brockway ¢, Whom had been allotted the e an
of Grang High Priest ang Committee on Rewe\"’};cr- g
a late hour, although pot the eleventh, Comp. Ro_wof .
ATt was brought_ into the vineyard and set t_o which
1ght wely did he Produce a fyll day’s work, a¢
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has entitleq him to wages as well as a cordiial *.velcon'_ic
into The Guild and a seat at the Round Table. H;s
chief aim, which is that of the writer of this as well, is
the information of the Companions and “the hope that

) 3 5 r
it may serve as a guide to the possible betterment of ou
0wn Grang Chapter.”

Under Fy
the 1ag¢ Gran
by al three
their officers
Measyre of
in the S

orida he somewhat pointedly notes that at
d Chapter only one Chapter was represented_
officers and two others had only two ot
present, which he assumes to be “a fair
the activity of the Capitular Rite generally
tate.”  Yet he finds that all but “six Chaptet:s:
ltations during the year and one exalted 91.

' ) wonder if South Dakota has a

een, June 16 and 17, 1921.‘
an, Rapid City, Grand High
eorge A. Pettigrew, Sioux Falls, Grand Secre-
bert S. Hart, Groton, Reviewer.

—_—
TENNESSEE——IQZé

Chapters’ 90. Members, 11,237. Exalted, 554.
Net Gain, 198.
J

: “FINFIELD DAarey, Grand High Priest.

" Grang High Priest Darby formally opened .ﬂw
~Seva Annual in Nashville, January 25, 193(:,
icer, five Chapter and Florida’s
tespond to roll call; also there

t a bakey’, 0zén Past Grands and many lesser
s dozer
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lights, besides distinguished visitors from Nortl’lye;:a;'gr
lina. The chair in the patriarch’s corner r&sm"‘f =
M.".E.".Comp. Chas. M. Hunt since 1914 is now 1o¥
! vacant, and his earthly light is extinguished. . l
\ l Full credit is given to the Masonic Craftf ])-ythberzlt;zz(s
fil | " High Priest Darby in his address, “in ccmenn{l%1 1 in
B i of friendship among the peoples of the \\.rorl allluum-
s %25 bringing about a permanent peace,” which is a cons
B & mation devoutly to be hoped.
A The 1925 Annual Grand Chapter acted f_avofz;a}bly
upon the recommendation of the Grand High Priest [
the office of Grand Lecturer be abolished.” A Comm;]t.tee
was appointed to “report upon some plan of teaching
the ritual to the officers and members of Subordinate
Chapters.” There being some uncertainty of the statu?
of that committee, the present Grand High Priest was
asked to rule on this point :

. it-

Was the adoption of the report of the J‘.’“spmdﬂgcaﬁ”g;;]1
tee legal, and has the special committee appointed by GLranc :
Priest a legal status?

Because this seemed to affect the revenues qf Grand
Chapter Grand High Priest Darby believed that 1t sh?uld
have been reported by the Ways and Means Comm;t}tee
instead of the Jurisprudence Committee, and he ruled that
the appointed special committee was without legal sta}tus.
To this decision the present Jurisprudence Committee
objected, holding :

That a matter of such a nature is clearly one for COl‘lSlch‘f_‘ithH
of this committee regardless of the action of any other committee.

The report of the special committee, which had been
presented, was referred back for future study and report.
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The original report contained several sections quite at
variance with the practice seemingly followed in many
Grand Jurisdictions and the revision will be looked for
with interest. In the meantime Subordinate Chapters
will be instructed by Grand Chapter Officers.

Grand Chapter agreed with the Grand High Priest
that it was unfortunate that he “did not make a greater
effort to make personal contact with Subordinate Chap-
ters;”’ and also made this pertinent comment:

We feel that visitations by our Grand High Priest are not only
helpful to the Chapters, but have great educational value to the
Grand High Priest himself.

Grand Chapter ordered that hereafter absence from
two consecutive Annual Convocations shall constitute a
vacancy on the roll of Grand Representatives.

It was suggested that the incoming Grand High
Priest specially urge all Chapters to hold educational
meetings during the year. The Centennial Celebration of
the Grand Chapter of Tennessee will occur at the 1927
Convocation.

Recognizing the importance of the Order of High
Priesthood, robes for the conferring of this degree have
been provided, the proper use of them being left with
a4 committee, and next year’s class will see them in use
for the first time. The writer and many others will of
necessity have to witness this somewhat innovation
through other Companions’ eyes. Hope the favored ones
will not forget us.

As the dessert which follows the essentials at the ban-
quet table is often the more enjoyable, so is the Report
on Correspondence by Past Grand High Priest Charles
H. Smart, for it caused the reader not to notice the clock
until the breakfast gong sounded. There being some sixty

10—G Chap Cor
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changes, they are as varied as those in the k:aleiodscope.
Companion Smart has decided opinions which he does
not hesitate to express, and he “‘gets by.” While we who
have a limited acquaintance with Webster’s Unabridged
govern ourselves accordingly.

Companion Smart finds much under Florida to com-
mend, for which we thank him, but he is needlessly
alarmed over permitting the Jacksonville or some other
Chapter to confer the Capitular degrees before Gran.d
Chapter. They are not hurried, and we opine there is
a dignity and precision comparable with Tennessee pro-
cedure. Come down and see for yourself, Companion
Smart. We will do our best to show you “how a Chap-

ter away off in the styx can run the thing before the
Grand Chapter.”

Next Annual in Nashville, January 24 and 25, 1927.

Alfred C. Morgan, Clarksville, Grand High Priest;
Stith M. Cain, Nashville, Grand Secretary; Charles H.
Smart, Nashville, Correspondent.

TEXAS—1926

Chapters, 311. Members, 43,868. Exalted, 1,668.
Net Gain, 576.

Jounx M. WEEkLEY, Grand High Priest.

Big business requires other things in proportion, so
it requires nearly eight hundred pages to rec-ord the Pro-
ceedings of the Seventy-second Annual, which con:qene_d
in Waco, Nov. 29, 1926 and nearly a half of which is
given over to its Roster of Membership.
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Most all of the Official Family, many Past Grands,
besides numerous other lesser officials were in attend-
ance, as was also Florida’s Grand Representative ; while
the Past High Priests out-numbered the representatives
of Chartered Chapters. However it appeared to be a
very harmonious session and all necessary business re-
ceived attention.

Two outstanding features in the real address
Grand High Priest Weekley,

justly taken, are the Home
E

iof
and in which great pride is
for Aged Masons and the
ducational Campaign; of the latter he says:

I don't believe this Grand Chapter has ever undertaken any

work that is and will be meore far-reaching and productive of
greater results in the lives of our Companions than is our Educa-
tional Campaign as carried on by Very Excellent Companion Sam
J. Helm, Past Grang High Priest, and Right Excellent T. M.
Bartley, Grand Secretary, on teaching true Masonry to Masons, in

opening up to the minds of the Companions some of the beauties
of the sublime Principles wl

t hich are embodied in the several Aa-
sonic degrees, and more especially the Chapter degrees. These Com-

12 us some of the spiritual truths taught, or in-
tended to be taught, by our interesting ceremonies, which the

average mind, or the casual student, will never develop. This work
will be continued until the Royal Arch Masons of Texas will

know what they stand for and what our various degrees are sup-
posed to teach.

The Grand High Priest was

status of those members of 2 Chapter whose Lodge
charter had been arrested and which later was restored,
with only about a quarter of the membership signing the
petition for restoration. The larger number of remain-
ing Chapter members applied for a dispensation to or.
ganize a new Chapter, and which was refused because the
distance to the next nearest Chapter was less than the re-

asked to pass on the
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. d
quired distance of ten miles. The ruling O_f t.he i‘ﬁ'?{-
High Priest was that as the Chapter members “Iemn—af’fil-
ing together in harmony, although a “voluntarly ﬁode e
iation in a Lodge for a period of six mol.]ths 51&(:1 lter i
a Royal Arch Mason of membership in the. 1'13;:[1)11‘136;(1
their standing in the Chapter should not be (1.?
until Grand Lodge had finally acted in the mattec;. Lo

Among the many visitations by the Gran rhegr"
Priest was one to the city of Austin, to atter}d thli cotates
stone laying of a new Masonic Temp!ﬂ': which, de id fi.’.
is “the only building of such proportions erected a sisted
nanced by a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, unaﬁ wl-
by any other Masonic body, of which I have any ﬂﬂl't' "
edge.” And later he attended a special called e ::?c

of the Grand Chapter for the purpose of ResEabie o
completed structure. A e

Failure of Chapter officers to grant dimits W 1&%. h
quested was a source of annoyance to the Grand_ =
Priest, but more serious was it when Chapters failed to
return each month the half of all fees for all degrees,
using it instead for other purposes. - :

er refused dispensations to elect a 5‘3”]35_ to fﬂ.l i
vacancy because according to law “the Grand High Pries
has no authority to grant a dispensation for that p}trposle
unless the offices of High Priest, King and Scribe all
become vacant.” :

Whenever a Chapter fails to meet for th_rce successive
months, it forfeits a right to meet and a dispensation to
resume labor is necessary. Quite a number were granted
for that purpose.

Becagsepa.ccording to law “any Royal Arc]_a Maso_n
is eligible to any office in the Chapter of which he is
a member,” he held that a Companion who had 105‘[. hlf
right arm at the shoulder “could go through the chairs,
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but the advisability of electing such a Companion who
was unable to give the signs, “is a different matter, and
one for the Chapter to decide.”

Somehow ye scribe does not understand the revenue
producing plan of this Grand Chapter, and it is not neces-
sary he should, for the “Honor Roll” shows a large
number of “Chapters exempt from Grand Chapter dues,”
while another list nearly as long shows “‘the amounts due

to exempt” those Chapters, running all the way from
$13.75 to $971.25.

This is the home State of the so-called “Texas Plan’
of petitioning for the Council at the same time as for the
Chapter degrees. The dispensation for one U. D. Chap-
ter was continued because of failure to pay over $5.00
of each initiation fee to the Council, and also because

the Book of Marks showed only sixteen recorded out of
a membership of thirty-three.

One approved amended Chapter by-law provided that
the Guard “shall summon the Companions when ordered
by the High Priest or Chapter, and shall be punctual in
attendance,” for which he “‘shall be exempt from dues
and receive $2.00 for each convocation he attends.” This
harks back to a Lodge custom nearly two centuries ago,
for the quotation below is taken from “Ancient Free-
masonry and The Old Dundee Lodge, No. 18,” by Arthur

Heiron, who was Worshipful Master of that

Lodge in
1901 and again in 1917,

This Lodge was constituted
in the City of London, March 27, 1723, probably by the
Duke of Wharton, then Grand Master, and has almost a
continuous record of minutes since that time. Under
the heading “The Tylers of the Lodge:”

About 1748 the Seccretaries wrote very few details in the
Minute Books and, there is no mention of the election of a Tyler
prior to 1755, ¥ * ® The Tyler in olden days was a far more im-
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portant person than in 1920 [the year in which the book men-
tioned above was written]; it being his duty not only personally
to deliver the “Letters” or Summonses to the Members at their
addresses, but also to include in the “Letters” any special notice
requiring their attention; so he performed secretarial duties as well
as those of Tyling. It also fell to his lot to “Draw the Lodge
on the Floor,” this implied some fair amount of skill and educa-
tion; he also had to keep the Tyler's Attendance book and be
careful not to admit “Spurious Masons,” a somewhat difficult

task in 1750 when “Antient Masons” were not admissible to a
“Modern” Lodge.

The Order of High Priesthood met the second morn-
ing of the session at 6:00 o’clock, at which time over fifty
Companions were consecrated and set apart, with about
a like number of members in attendance. A good early
morning showing.

Seldom do we come across a more readable Report
on Correspondence than the one submitted by Past Grand
High Priest Sam J. Helm, and it is equally instructive.

Florida is carefully and intelligently reviewed and
we wish our readers could have access to it. Here is
where the reviewers have an advantage. His angle of
vision is sometimes different, and perhaps nearer right.
A comment elsewhere intimates that he and Grand Secre-
tary Bartley will be at the Denver Triennial. Hope it
proves to be a fact.

Next Annual in Waco, Dec. 5 and 6, 1927,

D. N. Cushing, San Antonio, Grand High Priest;
T. M. Bartley, Waco, Grand Secretary; Sam J. Helm,
Corsicana, Correspondent.
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UTAH—1926

Chapters, 8. Members, 1,241. Exalted, 69.
Net Gain, 37.

Joun C. Broww, Grand High Priest.

More than one Grand Chapter, working under seem-
ingly more favorable conditions, do not make as good a
showing as does that of Utah, and it has reasons to take
courage and press on. Utah Freemasonry has suffered
two grevious losses during the year. Early in the year
the final call came to R.".E.".Comp. Alvin C. Emerson,
Acting Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter as well as
Past Grand Master and Past Grand Commander. Some
three months later a similar call came to M.".E.".Comp.
Walter Daniels, who has been ill many months, and who
had been Grand Secretary twelve out of the fifteen years
since the Grand Chapter was formed.

Every Chapter received a visit from the Grand High
Priest, but who was disappointed because “the platform

officers” did not accompany him, outside of their home
towns. He well says:

If Companions are unable or unwilling to fulfill the obligations
and requirements incident to holding office in the Grand Chapter,
they should not accept them,

Having received only two requests for dispensations
to install officers, he thinks it “just possible” that other
Chapters have installed officers without a special dispen-
sation. Neither L.odge nor Chapter in Florida can install
its officers until Dec. 27th or thereafter, and no dispen-
sation is required for a later date.
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No action appears to have been taken on this sugges-

tion of the Grand High Priest, the meaning of which
is not clear to ye scribe :

If it can be arranged, the provision should be made whereby

an applicant could apply for the Chapter, Council and Commandery
all at one time.

In answer to the inquiry: “Can a Companion who
has not been elected to the office of High Priest, King or
Scribe lawfully confer any of the Chapter degrees?”
The Grand High Priest gave it as his opinion that if
qualified and called upon by the presiding officer “he
could legally do any part of the work assigned to him.”
This is the way Florida looks at it, but the Jurisprudence
Committee reported and Grand Chapter approved :

We recommend that it be the sense of this body that no degrees
should be conferred in a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons except by

a duly installed High Priest, King or Secribe, or a Past H igh Priest,
King or Scribe.

This is substantially the position held by overseas
Bodies, but ye scribe supposed the Florida practice in
this matter was commonly followed in the American
Grand Jurisdictions.

Grand Chapter adopted the report of the Committee
on Correspondence which rescinded the recognition of
the year previous extended to one of the Grand Chapters
in Queensland. The Queensland controversy is presented
at length by E.".Companion Wm, H. Wilkins as a part
of his introduction to his review of other Grand Chapter
Proceedings, in which he agrees with ye scribe that there
ought to be a more harmonious condition in Queensland
Royal Arch Masonry before recognition is extended.

—
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It is also the opinion of ye scribe that had there been
less recognition extended either of the so-called Grand
Chapters of Queensland a more harmonious condition
might have sooner been brought about. This may not be
orthodox, or even it may be heresy, but ye scribe cannot
help having an opinion and the expression of it is not
binding on others. There are to us many seemingly
good reasons for this opinion, the stating of which is
neither necessary nor feasible at this time and probably
would not change those already formed. If the error
is ours we are willing to be righted.

Hereafter the Grand High Priest will be expected to
furnish copies of his address to the necessary committees
fifteen days before Grand Chapter meets. Good idea.
Florida limits it to five days.

Five Companions received the Order of High Priest-
hood.

Elsewhere mention is made that no two writers
“cover” the reviews of Proceedings alike, and E.".Com-
panion Wilkins presents a report that is as interesting and
instructive as it is different. Wish many others might
read this review.

Florida is concisely treated. He finds a difficulty in
getting statistical information, as does also ye scribe.
But it is easy after one learns the combination in most
of the Proceedings. We are looking forward with pleas-

ure to meeting Companion Wilkins as well as many
others at the Denver Triennial.

Next Annual in Price, May 9, 1927.

Leroy A. McGee, Price, Grand High Priest; G. B.
Roberts, Ogden, Grand Secretary; Wm. H. Wilkins,
Salt Lake City, Correspondent.
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VERMONT—1926

Chapters, 31. Members, 5,987. Exalted, 134.
Net Gain, 5.

Roger S. Pikg, Grand High Priest.

Less than half a hundred pages are required to report
the Proceedings of the One Hundred and Ninth Annual,
which convened in the City of Burlington, June 8, 1926,
with nearly a third of the Subordinate Chapters not rep-
resented, but Florida was, and also the Grand Chapters
of Connecticut, New Jersey and New York.

After the filing of committees, Grand High Priest
presented a short address, which indicated little Capitular
activities, also that his official duties were not burden-
some. Membership was recommended in the George
Washington Masonic Memorial Association, which was
approved, and appropriations were made to the National
Masonic Tuberculosis Sanatoria Association and the
Wayfarer’s Club of Arizona.

A proposed constitutional amendment, not quite clear
to the writer, pertains to trial for non-payment of dues,
and to be so worded, with the name of the accused omit-
ted, that it can be mailed in an unsealed envelope. As
the postage on sealed envelope is only half a cent more
than a circular letter, one is led to wonder at the object
oti such action, when the adding of the name would make
it more definite and specific?

Comprehensive reports are submitted by each of the
eight District Deputy Grand High Priests, whose duties
in addition to Chapter visitation, include attendance at
the annual meeting of the District Deputies which also
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is supposed to be attended by the High Priest, King and
Scribe of each Subordinate Chapter. The Grand High
Priest noted their absences as well as at the District
Meetings, which he said ought to be attended by at least
three Grand Chapter Officers besides the Grand High
Priest and Grand Lecturer,

Sixteen Companions were set apart to the Order of
High Priesthood.

Past Grand High Priest Archie Harriman again pre-
sented an instructive and readable review of all the
Grand Chapter Proceedings which reached him, but it
does not include Florida.

Next Annual in Burlington, June 14, 1927.

Edwin B. Clift, Fair Haven, Grand High Priest;
Henry H. Ross, Burlington, Grand Secretary; Archie
S. Harriman, Middlebury, Correspondent.

VICTORIA—1926
Tromas M. Kirgwoop, Grand Z.

Chapters, 56. Members, 3,775. Exalted, 528.
Net Gain, 500.

Capitular honors appear to be the wages paid the
faithful workmen who attend the Quarterly Convocations
of this Supreme Grand Chapter, each of which are held
at Melbourne, in January, April, July and October of
each year. The April Convocation is the Annual, at
which the Private Chapters are represented. The first
three Quarterlies of the Capitular year are attended only
by Grand Officers, Past Grands and Grand Chapter Rep-
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resentatives, Florida being represented at three of the
Quarterlies by R.".E.".Comp. Baron Marks, Past Third
Grand Principal (P. G.J.). There is nothing to indicate

that any part of the expenses of those attending are paid
by Grand Chapter.

The main business at each Quarterly is the reading
of a communication from the First Grand Principal,
equivalent to the address of our Grand High Priest, by the
Grand Scribe E., although M.".E.".Comp. Kirkwood was
present at each Quarterly. These communications are
limited largely to recording the activities of the Grand
Officers in carrying out Consecration and Installation
Ceremonies in metropolitan and country Chapters, as not
even the officers of a Chapter can be installed into office
by other than the First Grand Principal or one deputized
by him. This is an imposing event for the Installing
officer is accompanied by several other Capitular digni-
taries. One of the Chapters consecrated was named “Thes-
pian,” and as its name indicates, was primarily for the ad-
vancement of Master Masons whose evening occupations
prevented them from attending evening Masonic
meetings, and is the first “daylight” Chapter in Victoria.

If there be problems pertaining to Chapter acts or
questions regarding constructions of laws, they do not
appear in the Report of the Committee on General Pur-
poses, which determines what the Craft at large ought to
know, and that is not overly much.

In the report of the Grand Scribe E., listing the com-
munications received from Sister Grand Chapters, is an
inquiry from Nova Scotia “whether it is the custom in
Victoria to make Chapter Membership dependent upon
affiliation in a Craft Lodge.” This information, what-
ever it may have been, was not made public,
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At the January Quarterly M.".E.".Comp. Thomas M.
Kirkwood was placed in nomination for re-election as
First Grand Principal, and his election was declared at the
April Quarterly, when he was installed and invested, as
were other Grand Officers.

There is no Order of High Priesthood nor a Report
on Correspondence.

Thomas M. Kirkwood, Grand Z.; John E. Kennedy,
366 Bourke St., Melbourne, Grand Scribe E.

VIRGINTA—1926

Chapters, 73. Members, 17,895, Exalted, 880.
Net Gain, 381.

Epwarp A. Joacuim, Grand High Priest.

Distinguished visitors from the District of Columbia
were present when the Grand High Priest and his full
official family, assisted by Past Grands and numerous
lesser lights, formally opened the One Hundred and
Nineteenth Annual Convocation in Richmond, Oct. 26,
1926. Quite a percentage of the subordinate Chapter
representatives and Florida’s Grand Representative were
in the missing class,

Most if not all Craftsmen will agree with this state-
ment of Grand High Priest Joachim in his address -

Masonry is marching onward and keeping step with the years
as they pass and its principles, founded upon righteousness, justice,
truth, toleration and brotherhood, are just as potent today as they
have been in the past.
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Minor matters of local importance compose most of
the recorded activities of the Grand High Priest. These
decisions would not apply in Florida :

No applicant for membership in this Grand Jurisdiction, even
though elected, shall be declared a member until after he shall
have received the degree of Select and Royal Master.

Any member of a Chapter may be placed in nomination, but
only one who has regularly served one year in the office of King
or Scribe can be installed High Priest of his Chapter.

Constitutional amendments now require that any
dimitted Royal Arch Mason applying for membership
must first have received “all the degrees conferred by
Chapters in Virginia.” But before any of the missing
ones can be conferred a ballot must be spread “on the
applicant’s moral fitness for them,” and then another
lunar month must elapse before final action. In con-
nection this from the report of the Grand Lecturer is
illuminating, particular attention being directed to the
order in which the several degrees are named:

We have seventy-three Chapters [all active—100 per cent
proficient] distributed throughout a State soo miles wide; con-
ferring six degrees, viz: Mark, Past, Select and Royal, Most Ex-
cellent and Royal Arch—all the work uniform, without cypher or
text-book—our Royal Arch Masonry is “mouth to ear.”

Spent the day at Cape Henry. * * * No American can visit
this historic spot [the landing of Capt. John Smith] without feel-
ings of almost reverential awe.

Emphasis is given to the actual practice of those
principals tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief and T_rut'h.
through the Masonic Relief Foundation. There is in
course of erection a tubercular sanitorium. An Old
Folk’s Home is assured. The Masonic Home of Vir-

ginia is doing splendid work. There is also the Wm. ]J.

e e — e s e 5

——
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Hubbard Memorial Educational Fund, the operations
of which are not quite clear.

Only a comparatively few Proceedings of Grand
Chapters are reviewed by R.".E.".Comp. Jos. W. Eggle-
ston, probably by reason of illness, which prevented him
from attending this Grand Convocation. ‘Florida was
among the missing, much to the regret of ye scribe. His
comments are a liberal education in themselves. Vir-
ginia rightly esteems him as their “grand old man in

Masonry.” It is hoped that Florida will be included an-
other year.

Next Annual in Richmond, Oct. 25, 1927.

J. Leon Codd, Portsmouth, Grand High Priest; J.
Gus Hankins, Richmond, Grand Secretary; Dr. Jos,
W. Eggleston, Richmond, Correspondent.

WASHINGTON—1926

Chapters, 53. Members, 9,379. Exalted, 693.
Net Gain, 477,

CrArRLEs H. STEFFEN, Grand High Priest,

It is a long way from the State of Delaware to the
State gf Washington, and yet that is the mythical journey
ye scribe took, for the same day he completed reviewing
Delaware he gave the Fifty-second Annual, held at Yak-
ima, May 3 and 4, 1926, a “once over,” and found so
much in it of interest that he is puzzled what to omit.
Very gratifying is the sum total, for it indicates much
Capitular interest in the great Northwest, as every sub-
ordinate Chapter was represented and every official in
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his proper station, with a large number of Permanent
Members and Florida’s Grand Representative as well,

The Grand High Priest’s address passed inspection at
every station and he was quite properly “cotl.gratulated
upon the dignified and efficient manner” in which he had
conducted the affairs throughout the year.

Satisfactory work was presented by three of the
Chapters instituted during the year and Charters were
granted them, they being “qualified to copfer aElll the
degrees of Royal Arch Mason,” and with this additional
privilege not generally conceded: “Tha-t these .Chapter.s
be permitted to work under dispensation until consti-
tuted.” The fourth dispensation was continued.

Quite a number of special dispensations were granted
to confer the Royal Arch degree on a plurality of teams
as well as to use substitutes. This causes ye scribe to
wonder why this seeming necessity might not be over-
come by constitutional amendment without harm to Cap—
itular Masonry? Such dispensations are not required in
Florida.

Among the Grand Representatives recommended was
E.".Comp. Wm. H. Ellert, Grand Sentinel, to represent
Florida.

The only decision was in substance that a CI}aptt.:r
could hold a special convocation in some other city in
the jurisdiction to confer the Mark Master, Past‘Master
and Most Excellent Master degrees without a dispensa-
tion, but he had “no authority to grant a dispensa-
tion to hold a stated Convocation in any other place
than the city named in the charter.”

The Grand High Priest visited a large number of
Subordinate Chapters, and if any were missed a C}u:glc-pp
would be necessary. Two commendable inter-jurisdic-
tional visitations were made. At one held in Vancouver
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the Grand High Priest and many other Officials from
Orcgon were in attendance. A return visit was held in
Fortland, at which by invitation, a degree team composed
of officers from the three Seattle Chapters exemplified
the Royal Arch Degree according to the General Grand
Chapter ritual. In this connection ye scribe ventures to
suggest that sometime when a Florida Grand Presiding
Officer in one of our York Rite Bodies pays an official
visitation to some Northern Tier Subordinate Body, that
a somewhat similar invitation be extended to a corre-
sponding Georgia or Alabama Grand Body.

Subordinate Chapters anywhere might profitably take
this “tip” from Grand High Priest Steffen, under the
heading “District Inspectors,” and not be found “sleep-
ing” when someone in authority make a visit :

To be alive, Chapters must have efficient
efficient, officers must commit the ritualistic work to memory, not
hesitate to he a Royal Arch propagandist among Master Masons,
and to create such social and fraternal atmosphere in his Chapter

that the members will attend, “Good work and good work only is
such as we have orders to receive.”

officers, and to be

Grand Chapter adopted a suggestion of the Grand
High Priest and ordered that each Subordinate Chapter
provide a posting committee whose duty it will be to see
that cach candidate for advancement possesses sufficient
knowledge of the preceding degree to make himself known

as such. Splendid idea. Florida has no such Capitular
requirement,

A new Washington regulation provides that all Com-
pamons whose Lodge membership is in other towns or
cities, in paying dues, must present a Lodge receipt

showing not more than two years in arrears or be auto-
matically dropped in Chapter.
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A committee appointed at a previous Annual, to which
had been referred a resolution pertaining to Life Mem-
bership, reported at length, and offered a snbstituf.c.
which was adopted, but with so many necessary restric-
tions that one wonders why any Companion would pre-
fer that to paying yearly dues? Florida has an “Emeritus”
provision which covers necessitous and honorary cases.

More than the usual proportion of Excellent High
Priests to the number of Chapters, thirty-nine, were
set apart to the Holy Order of High Priesthood.

Past Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary Henry
L. Kennan again presents the annual review of oth(?r
Grand Chapters. Tt seems to be included as a part _of h}f;
Grand Secretarial duties, as no special appropriation is
made, but his Capitular salary was increased, utrluch pre-
sumably is to cover this extra labor. None of his reviews

are lengthy and Florida was among the shorter ones, and
without comment.

Next Annual in Spokane, May 2 and 3, 1927.

William T. Drips, Montesano, Grand High Priest;
Henry L. Kennan, Spokane, Grand Secretary and Cor-
respondent,

WEST VIRGINIA—1925

Chapters, 45. Members, 12,068. Exalted, 439.
Net Gain, 155.

James A. Bryvan, Grand High Priest.

For some reason Florida was not represented w_hen
the roll was called at the Fifty-fifth Annual Convocation,
held in Parkersburg, Nov. 9 and 10, 1925, over a year
and a half before this appears in print, The Grand Of-
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ficers registered 100 per cent present, the Past Grands

nearly as good, with the Chapter representatives a good
second.

Among the many praiseworthy things said concern-
ing the late M.".E.".Companion Jeremiah E. Miller,
Grand High Priest in 1883: “He was a man of strong
convictions and unerring judgment.”

“Completeness and commendable brevity” aptly char-
acterizes not only the address of Grand High Priest
Bryan, but all other reports as well, Early in his official
vear he addressed a letter to each of the Subordinate
Chapters and from only ten of which was a reply re-
ceived. He puts it mildly when he said, “there ought to

be more attention given to communications of this char-
acter.”

West Virginia and Virginia are the only two Grand
Chapters which have never divorced the Council degrees,
and it has been the subject of discussions by many of its
Grand High Priests. Although nothing has been done
so far, yet the leaven appears to be working, for he says:

I wonder if the two Grand Jurisdictions holding for keeping
these degrees in the Chapter are right and the other forty-six
wrong? I hope the day will come when there will be no distinction
of this kind existing. The principal objection T have heard concern-
ing the matter, is that it will make a number of new offices to be
filled, and that we can get along without them. My observation is,
in the twenty-five vears of regular attendance upon this Grand
Chapter, 1 have not witnessed any of the offices going begping.

Apparently the committee on the Doings of Grand
Officers failed to notice this suggestion, for no reference

is made to it. Neither does there seem to have been any

attention given to another suggestion, that when a Grand
Representative is absent theree consecutive years the

11—G Chap Cor
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place should be declared vacant. Possibly these may
come up under unfinished business a year hence.

Although Grand Chapter approved a Chapter by-law
providing for life membership, because a previous Grand
Chapter had approved a similar by-law, yet the committee
to which it was referred stated it “does not agree with
Grand Chapter in the wisdom of this by-law.” Ye scribe
holds a similar opinion.

One Chapter which the year previous had increased
its fees from $25 to $40, requested that it be changed back
to $25, because it was “found to be too high and
resulted in a loss of available candidates for the degrees
in this Chapter.” While this step backward may be of
numerical advantage, we wonder if it will be of real
Capitular advantage? As ye scribe understands it, qual-
ity, not quantity, is the prevailing objective today.

Nineteen petitioners for the Order of High Priest-
hood were consecrated and set apart.

About a hundred and fifty pages are given over to a
roster of subordinate Chapter membership, and less than
one hundred pages to a splendid review of the Proceedings
of fifty-nine Grand Chapters, by Past Grand High
Priest and Grand Secretary George M. Ford. While the
former may be required, yet we are led to wonder
which section will be read more and which will be of
the greater educational value?

In his careful and considerate review of Florida Com-
panion Ford is glad to note that West Virginia was rep-
resented by Comp. George J. Tolson, but, he says:

We fear that George is another of those Companions who feel
that when they answer to their name, and are received by _the
Grand Chapter, they have done their full duty. Not so, Companion
Tolson. You should advise the Grand Chapter whom you represent,
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Hope George will see and read this, and it is pre-
sumed he will, for he is what is commonly called “a
good scout.”

This commendation by Companion Ford is so par-
ticularly pleasing for more reasons than one, that it is

hoped ye scribe may not be unduly censured for reproduc-
ing it:

Thus far we have read over forty reviews this year and we

can truthfully say none have heen enjoyved more than those written
by Companion Hubbell.

And like the Literary Digest, as a magazine for the busy man,
the reviews in the Florida Proceeedings may be read by the busy
Rowval Arch Mason.

Next Annual in Martinsburg, Nov. 8 and 9, 1926.

Ernest H. Bitner, Martinsburg, Grand High Priest:

George M. Ford, Wheeling, Grand Secretary and Corre-
spondent.

WEST VIRGINIA—1927

Chapters, 45. Members, 12,119. Exalted, 404.
Net Gain, 57.

Ernest H. BiTNER, Grand High Priest

All the Grand Officers, many Past Grands, repre-
sentatives from nearly every subordinate Chapter as well
as from Florida were present at the Fifty-Sixth Annual
Convocation in Martinsburg, Nov. 8 and 9, 1927.

Capitular Masonry experienced a great loss in the
passing to the Great Beyond of M.".E.".Comp. David K.
Reed, Grand High Priest in 1902-03, and Grand Secre-
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tary for fourteen years; and also hI.'.E.'.Comp. John
M. McConihay, Grand High Priest in 1900.
Conservatism characterized the able administration
of Grand High Priest Bitner, who was pleased to report
that no serious difficulties had arisen during the year.

“The practice of medicine and the necessity of mak-
ing a living,” he stated, somewhat affected his official
visitations, many of which were confined to Chapters in
the part of the state in which he lived, at one of which
“the six degrees were conferred.”

Among the courtesy requests was one for Keystone
Chapter at Fort Lauderdale to confer the P. M., M. E.
M. and R. A. degrees.

Three out of the four decisions reported by the Grand
High Priest grew out of the West Virginia practice of

still conferring the Council degrees in connection with
the Chapter degrees.

Not altogether assuring are Capitular conditions in
some portions of the State, according to the report of
the Grand Lecturer, and the remedy suggested is the
combining of the true spirit of Masonry with ritualistic
perfection and with adequate legislation to enforce pro-
ficiency. It appears to ye scribe that when can be added
to that, “a mind to work,” the problem will be nearer
solved.

The Grand High Priest recommended in the inter-
ests of economy omitting the roster of subordinate Chap-
ters, but Grand Chapter disagreed, believing that the
omission “would very largely detract from the value to
subordinate Chapters.”

The Grand Chapter approved the recommendation
that no member of a subordinate Chapter can hold
more than one office at the same time. One wonders why
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Grand Chapter should have approved a Chapter by-
law when it doubted the ability of that Chapter to meet
all of its obligations “out of its dues at the low rate of
two dollars per year.”

Twenty-three worthy applicants were set apart to
the Holy Order of High Priesthood, $200.00 was ap-
propriated to Grand Chapter in consideration of their
kindness in including with the proceedings the records
of the Convention of High Priesthood.

Grand Secretary G. M. TFord for the fifth time pre-
sents a very readable and instructive fraternal corre-
spondence report, in which of the fifty-nine Grand Chap-
ters reviewed, thirteen showed a loss of 1,225 and the
other forty-six gained 18,777. 1t is doubtful if the same

number of Grand Chapters the present year would make
as good a showing.

‘Under Florida he approves the erecting of monu-
ments to the memory of Past Grand High Priests, be-
cause it is “a beautiful and fitting tribute.” He quotes
freely from the address of Grand High Priest Todd,
which he considers brief, but complete.

Next Annual in Mannington, Nov. 14 and 15, 1927.

Carson B. Trenor, Charleston, Grand High Priest;

George M. Ford, Wheeling, Grand Secretary and Cor-
respondent.
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WISCONSIN—1927

Chapters, 112. Members, 25,367. Exalted, 1,456.
Net Gain, 940.

Tromas R. Munpy, Grand High Priest.

But few Subordinate Chapters were not represented
when the Seventy-seventh !Annual Convocation was
formally opened in Milwaukee, February 15, 1927. Six-
teen Past Grand High Priests including M. .E.".Comp.

William F. Owen, Florida’s Representative, were also
present.

. During the year two members of the Permanent Fam-
ily passed the Veils for the last time: M. .E.".Comp.
Walter A. West, Grand High Priest in 1910, and M. .

’IEE;;SComp. Bernard F. Keeler, Grand High Priest in

Comprehensive and business like was the address of
Grand High Priest Mundy, in which he truly said:

There is a condition that is far more important than numerical
strength or financial gain. Has your life, since we last met, been
such as to stand the test of the Overseer’s square? Have you
learned the all important lesson of how to preside over the Chapter
fcl)l:escntcd by yourself? Has your keystone been cast aside as
}mfit for use or have you so wrought it, that it will fit in the unfin-
ished arch of your life and complete the spiritual temple that should
be erected and dedicated to the living God? Haye you fully learned
the lesson of the captivity of the flesh and realized that after three
score and ten years have been accomplished, the Grand Architect of
the Universe will summon you to travel over those rough and
r}:ggecl roads to the new Jerusalem, there to live according to your
life on earth? If you have been willing to undertake any part of
the work, if you have labored without hope of fee or reward, if
your work is pronounced good, true and square, may the True Word

hﬁl given you that you may gain admission to that Temple not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.
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His reported activities indicate that his official duties
were not overly onerous, and include only one special
dispensation to confer all of the Capitular degrees in one
day, and which would not have been necessary under
Florida laws.

One of his decisions pertained to Jurisdictional rights

and would accord with Florida laws. The other, as ye

scribe understands it, would not be looked on with favor
in Florida if confined to the Lodge or Chapter room
proper, but would be looked at differently if held in ban-
quet hall or reception rooms:

I know of no law or edict of the Grand Chapter which forbids
the use of the Chapter room for socials—card playing and dancing—
such as you mention for Masons and their families.

Grand Chapter did not look with favor upon a Con-
stitutional Amendment to make all Past High Priests
permanent members of the Grand Chapter. This plan
works very satisfactorily in all Florida Bodies.

Encouraging is the report of the Grand Lecturer,
who says that ninety-five per cent of the Wisconsin
Chapters are doing good work. He found this notice

conspicuously displayed in the recreation room in one
Temple, and it worked well, he said:

No member of Lodge shall have the privileges

of these rooms while the Lodge is in session. No member of

¥ Chapter may remain in these rooms while the

Royal Arch Chapter is in session, and Knights Templar may not

use these rooms during a conclave of
mandery.

Com-

Grand Chapter approved a Constitutional Amendment
limiting the number of candidates to six at one time in
each of the first three Capitular degrees, provided:
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That the pledge be offered to each individual candidate i_ﬂ the
Mark Master’s degree, after receiving the obligation, and not in the

presence of any candidate to whom the pledge has not been pre-
viously offered.

The report from the State Deputy of the DeMolay
shows that a majority of the honor students in the high
schools throughout the state are DeMolays. And while
efforts are made to impress upon them that the Order
“is not a Masonic kindergarten,” yet he further states,
that nearly five hundred are now members of the Masonic
Order; and $1,000 was appropriated to DeMolay work.

~ Committees representing both the York and Scottish
Rite Bodies are working out a plan for the formation of
an Educational Commission to have charge of the work
of supplementary instruction.

Only thirty-two qualified Companions were set apart
to the Holy Order of High Priesthood. —President
Samuel Wright will represent the Wisconsin Council at
t?le Denver Triennial. Wonder if this means the forma-
tion of a General Grand High Priesthood organization?
. \'/ery properly did the Grand High Priest Mundy
in his address, say that the Report on Correspondence
by Past Grand High Priest Samuel Wright was up “to
1ts usual high standard.” '

Florida is briefly revieweq.
quotes from the address of Grand

relative to conferring degrees in anot
out comment.

Companion Wright
High Priest Todd
her town, but with-

Next Annual in Madison, February 16 and 17, 1927.

Clarence Hill, Madison, Grand High Priest; William

W'_. Perry, Milwaukee, Grand Secretary; Samuel Wright,
Milwaukee, Correspondent.
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WYOMING—1926

Chapters, 18 Members, 2,226. Exalted, 154.
Net Gain, 83.

Epwarp D. Epwarps, Grand High Priest.

Three Grand Officers and the representatives of two
subordinate Chapters did not respond to roll call, neither
did Florida’s Representative, when the Eighteenth An-
nual Convocation was opened in Ample Form at Chey-
enne, July 15, 1926. The close relations existing between
the Capitular and the Templar Rites was evidenced by the
presence of the Grand Commander, R.".E.".Sir Sylvester
K. Loy.

The administrative duties of Grand High Priest
Edwards were not arduous and it gave him more time
for official visitations, no Chapter being omitted. This
required many miles of traveling for the Chapters are
widely separated, at each of which he made an address
of such force and historical value that Grand Chapter
ordered that it be printed for general distribution among
the Masonic fraternity throughout the State.

He ruled that a petition could not be accepted from a
Master Mason who had no little finger on his right
hand, also that a Master Mason was not eligible who
had no thumb on his right hand.

He issued a dispensation for a new Chapter at Mid-
west, and the work it presented for inspection being satis-
factory it was granted a charter.

Cheyenne was made the official home of Grand Chap-
ter, but it may elect to hold its Convocations in other
places by invitation; and that there may be no lack by
reason of expenses attendant, Grand Chapter will as-

sist.
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A business session of the Order of High Priesthood
was held in December, at which the old officers vfe;eS i
elected, and its Treasurer reported that it had s 1
interest bearing Certificates. K

For the first time in three years a meeting for WOTK
was held in connection with this Grand Chapter, ‘;Vhe."
eight Companions were consecrated and set apar® k rcsn-’
dent Jesse Converse prefaced his address at this Ume by
stating that conditions did not warrant P‘ﬂting o, {fe
work at the Douglas Annual in 1924, and that h? i
other workers were in Alaska at the time of the Caspes
Annual in 1925. But, he said:

The officers arc all here today and upon the forward, )
This command has been given since the days of Melchizedek when
he met Abraham just after the great battle. Melchizedek was I.h(i
man without beginning or ending of days, one of the chicf priests o1
his country. Since that day many have dreaded this command,
“Forward, March.”

For the third time R.".E.".Comp. Richard H. Repath
presents the Annual Review of the Capitular world, being
primarily for the information of the Wyoming members
of the Royal Craft, and right well are they served. In
noting the large number of suspensions for non-payment
of dues, he truly says: “If handled in a tactful manner
by the Chapter Secretaries the number could probably be
reduced by at least two-thirds.” The “high places” in the
Florida Proceedings are noted in a truly fraternal spirit,
and his complimentary approval is appreciated. He will

please note that the letter “d" is this time left out of his -

name,
Next Annual in Evanston, July 12, 1927.
Terrell C. Scott, Sheridan, Grand High Priest;

Richard H. Repath, Cheyenne, Grand Secretary and Cor-
respondent.
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Chapters, 27. Members, 9,382. Exalted, 360.
Net Gain, 116

CHARLES W. ZiMmMERMAN, Grand High Priest

No one seemed to be missing when the gavel sum-
moned the faithful to the formal opening of the One
Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Annual Convocation, in
Baltimore, Dec. 11, 1926, Florida being represented by
Past Grand High Priest L. Dorsey Gassaway.

The Angel of Death levied no toll on the Permanent
Family, but several of the Subordinate Chapters did not
fare as well.

Notwithstanding that Grand High Priest Zimmer-
man shared his pleasures as well as duties with the Grand
Commandery, yet the account of his Capitular steward-
ship shows that apparently nothing was overlooked or
slighted. But he did entrust the official visitations
largely to the Grand Inspectors, and their reports indi-
cate that they were faithful in the discharge of their
labors. THe noted that the membership rolls of the sev-
eral Chapters had been purged and that healthy condi-

tions prevailed.

He reported that very satisfactory co-operative con-
ditions continue with Pennsylvania in the matter of
waivers.

It is pleasing to note that the Grand High Priest be-
lieved that “days fixed by the By-Laws should not be
changed or interfered with unless for good cause,” even
though such reasons as these may be advanced: “Be-
cause of the probable absence of members who may have
vacations,” so that Companions ‘“may attend Grand
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Lodge.” But he did grant one dispensation “t'o fe:lect_a
High Priest from the floor.” This is pﬁfm‘SSIb]e -
Florida without dispensation, provided none of the Coun-
cil officers will serve,

On being informed that a tax had been levied OB the
Masonic Fraternity throughout the State to relieve ths
Florida hurricane sufferers, he felt that further Steps
“at this time” were not warranted.

He recommended that the Grand Secretary Of the
Grand Lodge be requested to furnish the Secretary of
the Grand Chapter semi-annually a list of the Brethren
who during that period have been suspended or expelled
or may have dimitted. The committee looked with favor
upon the recommendation but Grand Chapter took no
formal action. The 1926 Proceedings gives the names
of Companions suspended but no names of expulsions
appear.

We are quite sure that the Craft generally will fully
agree with him in denouncing roughness and undigni-
fied floor work, although the meaning of this is not
clear to ye scribe and possibly to some other Florida
craftsmen: “How much more dignified the explanation
of the 3, 5 and 7 steps than the rough and rugged road
and the descending of the arch.” Ile also suggested
discontinuing the publishing in the Annual Proceedings
of the names of Companions who have been susPe_“dEd
or expelled, to “prevent possible undesirable litigation.”

Ritual changes were suggested but no action appears
to have been taken.

More than the average proportion of High Priests
were set apart to the Order of High Priesthood.
M.".E.".President Gustav A. Eitel, who had served this
Body, lo, these many years, asked to be relieved by reason
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of other duties and E.".Comp. William B. King was
elected M. .E. .President.

Without prelude or postlude Rev. Henry Branch,
D. D., again submits an Annual Review of the Proceed-
ings of other Grand Chapters, and which is synonomous
for good work, true work, square work. It is largely
a statement of facts, and with but little comment.

Under Florida he quotes from the address of Grand
High Priest Todd and from the report of the Jurispru-
dence Committee and with apparent approval.

All Grand Bodies meet in the Masonic Temple, Bal-
timore ; the next Grand Chapter Annual, Dec. 13, 1927.

Warren S. Seipp, Grand High Priest; Gustav A.
Eitel, Grand Secretary; Rev. Henry Branch, Correspond-
ent; all of Baltimore.

NEW SOUTH WALES—1926
NeviL,LE W. MoNTAGUE, Grand First Principal

Although four Quarterly Convocations are reported
in the 1926 Proceedings of the Supreme Grand Chapter
of Qucensland besides an extra one for Installation and
Investiture of Grand Chapter Office Bearers, yet there
is no reference to the numerical strength; but it is pre-
sumable that it is satisfactory, for the annual balance
sheet shows something like $15,000 in the treasury. Just
what _benefit is‘ to be derived from the constantly accu-
mulating fund is not apparent, for the amount seemingly
appropriated for pensions is not large. .

The address of the First Grand Principal at each
of the Quarterlies is given largely over to accounts
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of his official visitations for the purpose ?f 1111.
stallation and investiture of the Chapter officers \;?1 1
the customary social features in connection _‘{—Fe cocs.
not appear to be called upon to make decisions (:]‘n
rulings; whatever of that nature the outsiders oug 1t
to know is found in the reports of the Grand Cgmm‘ttef—':
and that is very little. Perhaps there are no dlffer'eﬂclf}h
of opinions, but if so this committee keeps it € e

Much stress is given to installation, for in the report
of the visitation of a Grand Officer he particularl)’ “_3"
fers to a retiring First Principal who “surrendered 1?1_5
privilege of installing his successor in fu]fi]lmenji of an
old promise to one who had missed that pleasure.

The Quarterly report of the Grand Inspector of
Workings show that many of the Districts aT€ v151t.ed
quarterly by the Grand District Inspectors Zlﬂd_ “’h“fh
keeps Capitular Masonry on a high plane in this as 1n
other of the Australian States.

The Grand First Principal in one of his reports re-
fers to a communication received by the Grand Scribe
E. from the chairman of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee of the General Grand Chapter of the United States
seeking information relative to the position of the Grand
the Grand
Chapter of New South Wales, an epitome of which ap-
pears in another place, and from which the accompany-
ing quotation is made. As this matter may cOme up at
the next General Grand Chapter, it seems quite Proper
that our readers should be informed relative to the form-
ation of Queensland’s older Grand Chapter:

At the time of the foundation of the S. G. C. of Quecn's]a_nd
(1018), that State was not occupied by a Grand Chapter claiming
sole sovereign rights in that territory, and therefore the S. G. .C
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of New South Wales had an equal right with Gr. Chs. of Eng-
land, Scotland, and Ireland to establish Chapters in Queensland.

Four Chapters were warranted by the S. G. C. of N. S. W.
in 1917, and these, in conjunction with the Irish Constitution Chap-
ter met conjointly and decided to inaugurate a Supreme Grand
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Queensland. All Chapters of
Queensland were notified of the meeting called to discuss the ques-
tion, but only the five named put in an appearance.

The S. G. C. of N. 5. W,, at its regular Convocation on Octo-
ber 28th, 1018, after fully reviewing all the facts leading up to
the formation of the new sister Grand Chapter, decided that it
was constitutionally formed, and resolved to recognize it as the
governing body of Royal Arch Masonry in Queensland.

In consequence of this decision, the G. F. P. (of Queens-
land) acceded to the request of the newly formed Grand Body, and
inaugurated the S. G. C. of R. A. M. of Queensland, and installed
its Grand Principals on October 31st, 1018,

Through the comprehensive reports of the Grand
District Inspectors an outsider gets an understanding of
the Capitular conditions throughout the Grand Jurisdic-
tion, and should be as it no doubt is, an inspiration to
better things to those most directly interested.

The interest as well as curiosity of ye scribe was at-
tracted to a reference in one of the addresses to a “huge
birthday cake emblematic of the Royal Arch degree.”
Wonder just what it looked like as well as how it tasted?

In this same address extended reference is made to
the action leading up to and the action talken which re-
sulted in the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of New Zea-
land severing fraternal relations with the Supreme Grand
Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland, until such time as the
Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland shall
abandon its claim of right to issue charters to subor-
dinate Chapters in the tEI‘I'itOI’_V of New Zealand and
shall recognize the jurisdiction of the Supreme Grand
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Royal Arch Chapter of New Zealand in the territory of
New Zealand.”

While E.".Comp. John D. Grether is always present
to represent New South Wales at our Annual Convoca-
tions, Florida’s Grand Representative is not recorded as

being present at any of New South Wales’ five Convo-
cations,

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence is com-
posed of five well qualified Companions who apparently
serve “without the hope of fee or reward,” unless it be
that of service well performed. Florida along with
twelve other Grand Chapters is allotted to M.". E.".Comp.
J. A. Faulks, who, in speaking of Grand High Priest
T. T. Todd’s reference to arresting dormant Chapters,

comments: “Just so, Does it need a tornado to move
such inertia ?”

Comp. Faulks quotes freely from ye scribe's review
of New Zealand and with flattering comments. Thank
you. We promise to try to be more careful hereafter
in the spelling of the name of the Grand Scribe E. There
are many very informative comments in the reviews of

Comp. Faulks, but conditions preclude reproducing, much
as we desire,

Neville W. Montague, Grand First Principal; D. R.

Hutchison, 32 Elizabet St., Sydney, Grand Scribe E.

FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE 179

In the foregoing reviews some Grand Chapters show
a net loss in membership, while in comparatively few is
a gratifying gain indicated. The loss from suspensions
for non-payment of dues, with few exceptions, greatly
exceeds the deaths. Reasons apparently satisfactory
to those making them are given. While that may be
largely so, yet, somehow ye scribe has an impression
which he cannot overcome, that a closer and more perfect
rendition of the ritualistic work, together with that dig-
nity and decorum which the sublimity of the work de-
mands, as well as the individual living of the life outside
the Chapter rooms which the teachings inside inculcate,
would place the Capitular degrees where they rightfully
belong, and the oft-repeated suggestion of being mere
“stepping stones” would soon disappear.

Much of this report was written under trying condi-
tions. Early in the Capitular year, like a cloud in a clear
sky, came the information that the one who had been
our constant ct?mpanion for nearly two score of years was
in a very serious condition and who, after months of
intense suffering, passed into her Higher Home a few
days before this report was completed.

_—

This review covers all the proceedings that have been
received up to the time of printing the last form, except
Kansas and New York for 1927, received too late for
review.

Respectfully submitted,

For the Committee.

Box 1882, Tampa, Florida,
May 1, 1927.
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